Micronesia (Federated States of)
Micronesia’s planning document
 had a theme on genetic resource use.
Strategy Goal: The FSM’s genetic resources are accessible for utilization and all benefits derived are equitably shared amongst the stakeholders.

The Convention on Biological Diversity has as one of its main objectives to ensure the equitable sharing of benefits from the use of genetic resources. To date, foreign companies and countries have benefited both financially and academically from the use of the FSM’s genetic resources with little if any of these benefits returning to the nation and the traditional resource owners. Furthermore, the ownership of these genetic resources now resides with outside interests.

The protection, preservation, conservation and utilization of the nation’s heritage and the ownership of the intellectual property rights need to be addressed. Legislative framework and appropriate infrastructures are required to facilitate the continued availability of the nation’s genetic resources for future scientific research, but to ensure that all benefits derived from such activities are managed through an appropriate benefit sharing mechanism with traditional owners being acknowledged.

Objective 1: Equitable Sharing of Benefits of Genetic Resources: To develop and implement appropriate National and State legislation and measures to effectively access genetic resources and carry out fair and equitable sharing of benefits from the use of these resources.

Actions:

· Develop National and State bioprospecting legislation.

· Develop National and State bioprospecting enforcement programs and penalties.

· Develop and implement appropriate benefit sharing mechanism and legislation for all holders of traditional knowledge and owners of resources utilized in bioprospecting.

· Clearly define through appropriate legislation intellectual property rights.

· Establish a bioprospecting-coordinating national expert panel.

· Develop, implement and enforce a scientific code of conduct for all biodiversity and bioprospecting research in the FSM.

· Develop a research permit process that include provisions for hiring local associates in order to assure that local capacity is developed and supported in conjunction with research on genetic resources.

· Develop a system for tracking biodiversity research in the nation.

· Establish a process for permitting the collection of biological specimens needed for scientific studies in order to comply with international regulations on the transport of biological specimens as well as to control biopiracy.

Micronesia’s report
 reported the status of implementation

a.
National legislation being developed; state legislations are lagging behind.

b.
Enforcement programs and penalties are not yet in place; awaiting passed legislations.

c.
An official mechanism does not yet exist, however, each state does have cultural mechanisms in place; legislations are not yet in place.

d.
Intellectual property right laws are still being developed.

e.
This panel exists in the form of the Sustainable Development Council; may need additional membership to accomdate this area.

f.
Remains to be accomomplished.

g.
Research permit process does not as yet exist; however, national government does have protocols in place whereby capacity is developed locally; there remains work to be done.

h.
Biodiversity research goes through FSM Dept. of Resources and Development, as well as Office of Environment; the SD Council also acts as a conduit for such information and research.

i.
FSM Dept. of R&D has a process in place; may be a need to review and strengthen.
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