Niue
Niue’s planning document
 discussed bio-prospecting.
The prospecting for organisms, particularly plants that may have medicinal or other properties — bio-prospecting — is seen as offering future opportunities for earning overseas currency, but it can also carry high risk. It raises ecological and cultural issues and problems of ensuring equitable access to genetic resources and to benefit sharing.

Currently there is a reluctance to part with knowledge of traditional medicines through a fear of them being exploited solely for financial gain, a situation in which many consider them to lose their effectiveness. Past experiences in the region, particularly with outside pharmaceutical companies capitalising on kava as a highly marketable medication have taught the South Pacific the value of protecting its traditional knowledge.

The rights of the Niuean people in relation to indigenous genetic resources need to be identified and addressed by way of policy and/or legislation. A systematic approach to managing bio-prospecting also needs to be developed and will depend on an informed and consolidated inter-agency cooperation. There is a need for a national framework that will determine and manage access to genetic resources for commercial purposes as well as a framework that will ensure the equitable distribution of benefits.

Niue
 reported initiatives in access and benefit sharing:
Licenses and contract agreements are applied on case-by-case basis with full stakeholder contributions. Once the guidelines are in place, the framework will be developed.

Workshops and awareness programs through radio are organized for various stakeholders. These workshops engage stakeholders in developing mechanisms for dialogue on access to and protection of traditional knowledge. The Bonn Guidelines were considered when reviewing mechanisms for access and benefit sharing.
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