Samoa
Samoa’s planning document
 had an action (1.6) to develop a code of conduct for biodiversity and bioprospecting research in Samoa.

The document presented the theme (5) on access and benefit sharing from use of genetic resources.

Strategy Goal:

Samoa’s genetic resources are accessible for utilization and benefits derived are equitable shared amongst the stakeholders.

One of the main objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity is to ensure the equitable sharing of benefits from the use of genetic resources. To date, foreign interests have benefited both financially and academically from the use of Samoa’s genetic resources with almost none of it returning to the traditional scientist that nurtured and first identified the pharmaceutical, ornamental or economic value of such resources. Furthermore, the ownership of such genetic resources now resides with most of these outside interests. Examples such as the loss of ownership right and possibly financial benefits over the genetic resources found in the A’va, nonu and fogamamala can be clear indications of why immediate action needs to be taken to protect this one of the last frontiers of the natural heritage which Samoans have control.

Samoa therefore, needs to put in place legal frameworks and infrastructure to facilitate the continual availability of its genetic resources for future scientific research but ensure that benefits derived from such ventures through appropriate benefit sharing mechanisms acknowledge the ownership and traditional knowledge associated with the genetic resources.

Strategy and action plan to facilitate access to and benefit sharing from the use of genetic resources.

Monitoring Goal: Regimes are developed to facilitate access and benefit sharing from the use of genetic resources.

Objective 1: Access to & Equitable Sharing of Benefits of Genetic Resources

To establish appropriate national measures to effectively access genetic resources and carry out fair and equitable sharing of benefits for the use of these resources.

Actions:

1.1 Finalise and enact the Environment (Bioprospecting) Regulations.

1.2 Develop procedures to ensure that the Environment (Bioprospecting) Regulations are effectively enforced and monitored.

1.3 To explore the need of establishing a National Bioprospecting Coordinating Body.

1.4 Develop benefit sharing mechanisms for holders of knowledge and owners of resources utilised in bioprospecting.

1.5 Develop mechanisms for access to traditional knowledge and genetic resources.

1.6 Explore opportunities to restore Samoa’s endemic biodiversity, held in collections outside of Samoa. Identify outside ex-situ collections holding Samoa’s biological and genetic resources, and develop agreements for the restoration and repatriation of ownership rights.

Objective 2: Public Awareness and Education

To raise awareness and understanding of all Samoan on Access and Benefit Sharing on the Use of Genetic Resources.

Action:

2.1 Develop and implement public awareness campaigns on Environment (Bioprospecting) Regulations.

2.2 Conduct national Seminars involving all key stakeholders on Access and Benefit Sharing programmes on the use of Genetic Resources.

2.3 Co-ordinate and implement Media programmes to raise awareness.

Samoa
 reviewed the progress on access & benefit sharing:

· Develop benefit sharing mechanisms for holders of knowledge and owners of resources utilized in bioprospecting: AIDS Research Alliance (USA) collaboration with the Government of Samoa (2001) involving Omalanthus nutans for HIV AIDS research; Samoa-Japanese Cooperative Botanical Inventory Programme between National University of Samoa (NUS) and Nihon University (Japan) from 1998-2000. 

· Develop mechanisms for access to traditional knowledge and genetic resources: refer to above.
Samoa’s national report
 indicated:

Guidelines for bio-prospecting were developed in 2003 (KVA, 2003. Capacity Needs Assessment on Access and Benefit Sharing, and the Protection of Traditional Knowledge, Practices and Innovations). 

2003 workshops, and media campaign using radio, newspapers and TV as part of Access Benefit Sharing Study (KVA 2003).
AIDS Research Alliance (USA) collaboration with the Government of Samoa (2001) involving Omalanthus nutans for HIV AIDS research;

Samoa-Japanese Cooperative Botanical Inventory Programme between National University of Samoa (NUS) and Nihon University (Japan) from 1998-2000.

Legislation regulating bio-prospecting is in place; Precedent in benefit-sharing arrangements has been set by a Government of Samoa Agreement with AIDS Research Alliance (US company) over sharing of benefits resulting from any successful application of genetic material from O.nutans. 

The Government of Samoa entered into agreement with an American research company AIDS Research Alliance in 2001 over the use of genetic material from the mamala tree (Omalanthus nutans) for AIDS HIV treatment. This agreement guarantees the sharing of benefits amongst all parties including traditional healers whose knowledge contributed to the discovery of this species’ pharmaceutical potential. There has not been any other reported event of bio-prospecting since then, nor has this agreement been put to the test yet.
� Samoa (2001). Samoa’s Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, 91 pp.


� Samoa (2009). 4th National Report, 108 pp.


� Samoa (2009). Samoa’s 4th National Report, 108 pp.





3

