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It is projected that Malawi will experience an increase in temperature within the range of 1-3oC. It is further projected that this will reduce water levels in all major lakes of Malawi and thereby threatening fish production. For example, fish breeding sites in Lake Chilwa were affected during the 2001 draught and as a result Oreochromis shiranus were restocked with Lake Malawi genotypes. The increase in temperature may also change species composition of some plants and animals in favour of species better adapted to drier environmental conditions. From the initial communication it may be generalised that due to climate change drier areas such as Chikwawa and Nsanje will be drier and experience extreme rainfall shortages, reduction in forest cover and food shortage. Changes in rainfall and temperature patterns may lead to extinction of less resilient organisms of economic importance such as soil micro-organisms and pollinators. Additionally, with increase in temperature some sensitive species will shift in their distribution range.

Progress

· The NAPA has been adopted and identified adaptation needs in agriculture, forestry, fisheries, wildlife etc. It also includes adaptation options for improving community resilience to climate change through development of sustainable livelihoods.

Continus corridaor between Nyika national Park and Vwaza, between Liwonde National park and Namizimu forest Reserve provide an opportunity for animals to migrate freely and hence building their resilience to migrate to better areas in times of droughts or floods.
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