France (fr)

The Wetland Carbon Partnership

In 2008, the Danone Group, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), and the Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands established a three-year partnership “to provide a means for Groupe Danone to offset the carbon emissions of some of its brands, primarily Evian, by preserving and restoring wetlands [and to] enable the Ramsar Convention to promote the environmental contribution made by wetlands in the fight against climate change, whilst allowing the IUCN to help preserve and increase biodiversity.” 

The Wetland Carbon Partnership published a standard and guidance for developing wetland carbon projects which have positive impacts on climate change, biodiversity and communities. As well, the Partnership drafted a new methodology for carbon offsets through restoration of mangrove ecosystems and identified a pipeline of potential mangrove restoration pilot projects. The new methodology has been submitted to the UNFCCC for use under its Clean Development Mechanism.

Building on these efforts, Danone has invested in two pilot projects in Senegal and India and is exploring opportunities for new wetland carbon investments in Indonesia, Mexico and elsewhere. A key element of the pilot projects is that they “benefit local populations, who will be offered the opportunity to become involved with conservation, sustainable management and ecosystem rebuilding operations.” 
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