Debt relief and conversion
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8. Generating economic resources for the conservation of biodiversity in situ through the exchange of debt for conservation, and joint implementation mechanisms for clean development, transfer and donations.

1. Making joint implementation experiences or through the clean development mechanism.

* Colombia currently has a portfolio of 146 projects under the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), at different stages, 16 in the forestry sector, 52 industrial, 26-residue, 13 and 39 in transport energy with a potential annual reduction of Greenhouse Gases emissions of approximately 17,292,318 tons of CO2 equivalent (MAVDT 2010).

* The Forestry Project for Chinchiná River Basin (Procuencas, aimed to consolidate a sustainable forestry development process to ensure water regulation, biodiversity conservation and generate productive alternatives. The draft took into account the inclusion of progressinclusion in the Clean Development Mechanism of the Kyoto Protocol and the sale of Certified Emission Reductions (CER's), among others (Ocampo, 2007).

2. Make debt exchange experiences for nature conservation.

* The Environmental Action Fund was created in 2000 as a bilateral agreement between the Republic of Colombia and the United States of America, in the framework of the Initiative for the Americas. The initiative has promoted the reduction of debt and the conclusion of debt for nature swap (Diagnosis of progress). In 2004, the agreement was signed today COLOMBIA-USA and is running with a broad portfolio of projects (over 1,000 projects).

3. Increasing international donations given to governmental and nongovernmental organizations.

The national government created the Presidential Agency for Social Action and International Cooperation 15 years ago to channel national and international resources to implement all the social programs that depend on the Presidency of the Republic and that serve vulnerable populations affected by poverty, drug trafficking and violence. Colombia is one of the first countries to benefit from the non-reimbursable cooperation in Latin America. According to Social Action, between 1998 and 2004, the country received funds worth USD 1,300 million in grants. The main donors of this cooperation are the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and the European Union (EU). The main sources of cooperation have been official sources (governments or international organizations, multilateral or bilateral) and unofficial sources (international organizations, non-profit) .. Colombia has mechanisms for consulting local associations such as the Colombian Confederation of NGOs (CCNGO), which in turn brings twelve departmental federations and 18 national NGOs.
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