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a)
Budgetary allocations by national and local Governments as well as different sectoral ministries

It is impossible to calculate the total financial resources allocated by the Cambodian Government (at all levels) to address matters related to the implementation of the Convention of Biological Diversity. This is because the issues related to the Convention lies with many different government Ministries and its line agencies and also it is not possible to segregate the amount spent on matter related to Biodiversity from overall budget of any agency. 

However, it is understood that the government priority is given to development of agriculture diversification and intensification and according to the Cambodia’s National Report on Protected Areas and Development (www.mekong-protected–areas.org) protection of the country natural systems and resources is not receiving the investment required for the job. Government’s commitment to protected areas is clear as the country has one of the largest systems in the world, now covering some 21 percent of the land area and planned for expansion to cover 25 percent. But that commitment is not fully translated into budget share, which in 2001 was only 0.18 percent of national expenditure, almost a threefold increase over ten years.

In 2003, the percentage of budget allocation for central Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries were approximately 0.27% and 1.06% of the total national budget allocated for expenditures at the central level respectively. At the provincial level, however the budget allocation for line departments of each of the two ministries above represents 25.3 and 41.15 % of the global budget allocated for each of the two ministries respectively. This figure has been increased in 2005 and 2006. 

Environmental Endowment Fund is established under the Law on Environmental Protection and Natural Resource Management (1996).

b)
Extra-budgetary resources (identified by donor agencies)

Major International NGOs active in the country and the region include WWF International, Conservation International, IUCN, FFI International, Birdlife International, Wildlife Conservation Society, Concerns World Wide International, Oxfam GB, Oxfam America, Oxfam Australia, World Fish Centre, …, and many other NGOs that are mostly received funding from International NGOs and from other donors. No figures on their budget and expenses are available.
In 1994, the Council for the Development of Cambodia was established to create and maintain an institutional framework to ensure that ODA and domestic resources were used efficiently and channelled to priority sectors. The Council for the Development of Cambodia is chaired by the Prime Minister and consists of two boards: the Cambodian Investment Board for private sector investments, and the Cambodian Rehabilitation and Development Board for mobilising ODA for public investment and technical assistance.

Since 1999, quarterly Consultative Group review meetings have been chaired by the Prime Minister and attended by the Cabinet and donor community representatives. In addition, in 1999 the RGC and donor community decided to establish a regular donor coordination mechanism. The donors meet in 18 working groups in advance of the quarterly review meetings to monitor the performance of the government implementation of its declared policies and programs of reform as well as to build consensus on key issues in each working group sector. 
Most of the external assistance to Cambodia is not subject to the budgetary process, and is directly implemented by donors and NGOs. Most line ministries also receive aid directly from donors. Roughly 53 percent of ODA is spent on infrastructure development, such as road construction, power and water supply rehabilitation. ODA for social development accounted for 41 percent of funds spent, which is typically executed by NGOs. The remaining six percent of ODA is allocated for general administration, typically through foreign advisors appointed to different ministries or public institutions.
Major fiscal reform includes direct transfer of fund and financial assistance to the provincial executing level through the decentralisation and deconcentration reform, particularly after the commune council is elected in 2002.

Review of policy and integration of biodiversity into the Five Year National Economic Development plan (SEDP), the National Poverty Reduction Strategy, the Government Rectangular Strategy and Government’s Policy Platform, and in various sectoral policy, strategy and action plans and the now the draft National Strategic Development Plan (2006-10). 

Government’s Social Economic Development Plan and the Poverty Reduction Strategy Plan show strong commitments to the conservation of natural resources. A number of achievements include: Government attempts to link pro-poor economic policy to the sustainable use of natural resources and Government actions on decentralisation and rural development;
National resource and environment component has since 2003 incorporated into the SEILA programme, which has been developed and implemented to support the government’s Decentralisation and Deconcentration policy. It is also streamlined into the commune development planning process. Biodiversity conservation has been intensively incorporated in the participatory resource management by local community.

Efforts by the government has been to implement conservation and community development projects with support from the NGOs and donor communities to reduce poverty around protected areas through community forestry and fisheries projects.
Biodiversity is also promoted through development of eco-tourism and incorporation of tourism infrastructure for protected areas in the national tourism development plan. 
2010 reporting
(2010)

2.9. Financial Sector

As part of an effort to increase resources for implementation of CBD, a national capacity selfassessment (NCSA) accompanying an action plan for national capacity development regarding implementation of the 3 UN Conventions was developed and adopted by the government in 2007. The RGC recognized that there is a lack of capacity for concerned ministries, especially the Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries to work on biodiversity, climate change and land degradation. It also agreed that capacity is a cross-cutting issue that requires help from relevant ministries, NGOs, universities and the private sector to invest for sustainable development in Cambodia. The prime minister made a call to those who care about preserving biodiversity and land quality, preventing climate change, and poverty reduction to support the NCSA Action Plan and push for a long term plan. 

As noted in Cambodia NR3, it is impossible to calculate the total financial resources allocated by the Cambodian Government (at all levels) to address matters related to the implementation of the Convention of Biological Diversity as the issues related to the Convention lie with many different government ministries and its line agencies and also it is not possible to segregate the amount spent on matter related to biodiversity from the overall budget of any agency.

Nevertheless, the percentage of budget allocation for the central Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries increased from approximately 0.27% and 1.06% of the total national budget in 2003 allocated for expenditures at the central level for the two ministries respectively. The budget allocation for line departments of each of the two ministries above at the provincial level also increased from 2003 at 25.3% and 41.15 % of the global budget allocated for each of the two ministries respectively.

The Environmental Endowment Fund was established under the Law on Environmental Protection and Natural Resource Management (1996), but is too small and without a focus on biodiversity. Although biodiversity is under commercial exploitation for national revenue, the current financial system requires all revenue be put in the national treasury before it is allocated through annual the budget process. At the field level, however, there are cases where revenues have been generated through eco-tourism initiatives and collection of access fees in which the revenue may be used directly at the place where they are generated.
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