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State investment has been fundamental to forestry and the establishment of protected areas.Once signed the CBD, both aspects have been further strengthened, and somehow there has been diversifying the effort, but without being comparable. Advances in other areas of biodiversity including forest theme also and protected areas, have mainly been through the support of private sector (NGOs), and guidance is giving international cooperation under the framework of the CBD. On the other hand, the State is under the policy of reducing public expenditure, this has resulted in a decrease in budget MINAE especially in the last two years, which in turn has generated a relative stagnation in the activities of SINAC-MINAE, focal point of the CBD and other international conventions. In this regard, NGO support has been invaluable.

The budget of the National System of Conservation Areas, SINAC MINAE has grown from 500 million in 92 to about 2,500 million colones (to 2000), which represents an increase of almost 5 times more.

Tourism has contributed approximately between 40 and 67% of revenues SINAC over the past 5years.
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This integrated information is difficult to obtain a year, since it is not centralized, well not all funds are managed in biodiversity are directly or grant activities under the CBD, particularly the national budget devoted to conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

However, the data presented below are the result of an evaluation conducted by the GEF Evaluation Office on GEF funds allocated to the country and presented to various stakeholders, including INBio and SINAC in the month of March 2006 ( Imbach et al, 2006. PDF document). Costa Rica was taken as a case study for this first evaluation. The data provide a picture of the funds that have entered through the GEF, which are those that for sure will give the country within the framework of international conventions, however, the emphasis of funding has been under the CBD.

GEF funds granted to the country in the period 1992-2005 totaling $ 32 million, this is compounded by the Small Grants Program, which has funded since 1993, 354 projects for a total of U.S. $ 5 million (more detail in Annex 14).

On the other hand, to have an idea, the annual budget of the National Biodiversity Institute, which bases its work on the Convention from 1992 and other international and national, has an annual budget since 1992 (it was created in 1989) near 5 million dollars. Donors are varied. In the website of INBio: http://www.inbio.ac.cr can find annual reports, including the sources of the funds. The Institute has benefited from GEF funds, specifically with 2 projects directly (fund manager and executor) and in another, as executor (ACLAP-ACLAC), whose amounts are included in the evaluation data given above. On the other hand, the institute has received support from the Government of Norway and Holland, together with those given by the GEF-World Bank for 8 years became (1998-2005) in a macro-integrated project run in conjunction with SINAC-MINAE, under the INBio-SINAC Joint Cooperation Agreement and the INBio-MINAE, covering biodiversity inventory activities, bioprospecting, environmental education, bioinformatics, editorial and direct support to 5 conservation areas (infrastructure publications, equipment, personnel, research, training, ecological studies for decision-making in areas management, planning, vehicles, etc.) and indirect for the 6 remaining areas of the country (publications, inventory, training).

The SINAC-MINAE budget has been increasing in the last decade, in 2004 was close to U.S. $ 7.5 million and in 2005 came to U.S. $ 8 million. More detail on the State of the Nation http://www.estadonacion.or.cr (X and XII Report), Annex 14.

SINAC maintains large number of agreements for the strengthening of activities ranging from very specific to very general protected areas for the entire system. Total around 36 to 2006, then as individual projects (14 to 2006). The detail in Annex 10.5. and 14.

2009 reporting

Costa Rica
 (2009)
Ensuring financial sustainability

A number of important actions have been taken to ensure the financial sustainability of SINAC essential for proper management of the ASP. SINAC Financial Strategy, which was developed with support from TNC and SINAC shares, identifies sources of additional revenue, improve revenue collection and identification, proposed a uniform budget of expenditure and procedures to improve administrative and financial management. Additionally, tools were developed to accompany this process.

Since May 2009, revenues were considerably higher SINAC as a result of the increase, established by decree, entrance fees to the ASP, which were treated in two different ways, ie the national rates we applied the inflation rate since 2002 did not apply and the foreign rates rose across the board to $ 10.

However, the effort made by the SINAC to increase revenue and budgeting uniformly in all conservation areas and to improve administrative management, is required to make some changes to make administrative processes more agile and timely meet ASP needs.

In addition to efforts channeled through the financial strategy, we have used other mechanisms and economic instruments not from taxes for higher-income fund, which contribute to the proper management of the ASP.

Other outstanding efforts on the issue of financial sustainability is the case of the Osa Campaign, widely disseminated and now completed, which raised an amount close to $ 19 million in just 3 years.
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