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Mobilizing Resources for Biodiversity Conservation

Lao PDR’s regulations on the Management of NBCAs, Living Aquatic Resources and Wildlife provided the mechanisms in sourcing the financial requirements of the NBCA Development Fund aimed at boosting the conservation and effective management of biodiversity resources in the country. This fund will be specifically used for the management and administration of NBCAs only covering the following concerns: the preservation of water resources, aquatic and wildlife resources and the environments within the areas; and the dissemination of legislations/policies, related capacity development trainings, and the supporting promotional activities (MAF & STEA, 2004).

Funding mechanisms strategy of the Lao National Government include the use of the National Tourism Fund which is supported by a 5% tax on national operators, income from the so-called “Biodiversity Maintenance Fee” generated from the costs of obtaining tourist visas in the country, and the hydropower concessions in major power generating projects like the Nam Leuk and Nam Theun II projects (MAF & STEA, 2004). Other sources of funding will come from the potential bilateral and multilateral, the private sector and external donors.
- There are 3 main financial sources for biodiversity works in Lao PDR : Government, private investors and interested donors. From government is derived from the Forest Development Fund, from private investors is e.g hydropower developments, mining inside or around NBCAs contribute a certain amount of budget to restore environment and community development, from interested donors mainly in form of grant for specific projects. Even so, the funds available are not sufficient because Laos has a high number of NBCAs that cover almost 15 % of national land.

- Established & Implemented the Environment Fund and Forest Resource Development Fund (a government source);

- Initiated implementation of the PoWPA sustainably financing project (DoF and IUCN)

- Contributions made by hydropower projects to NBCA management;

- Ecotourism revenue partially made available for NBCA management;

- Co-Implemented and partnered with WWF in the Switch to Sustainable Rattan Harvest & production in Lao PDR project.

Indicators:

- Biodiversity in investment programs (in Million US$);

- Dissemination of Forestry Technology and policy Amount of domestic & international funding generated for ecotourism;

- Amount, percentages and trends of the new and additional financial resources to the total resource available for the Implementation of the CBD commitments.

Barriers:

- Less competence to access to donor support;

- Global economic crisis;

- Competition from other countries for donor’s financial support;

- Weak of international collaboration.

Progress:

- During 2000-2005, the external assistance was reduced in terms of numbers and since that time, financial support to implement biodiversity conservation has started to increased again. Some of the main donors are: GEF,ADB, WB, SDC, Sida, MRC, GTZ, FAO, UNDP,UNEP, JICA,...

- There is some financial support from foundations that deal directly with INGOs, institutions. The Environmental Protection Fund which is under WREA and supported by WB and ADB also released a certain amount to local authorities/communities to implement conservation work.
- Progress made on this target e.g from GEF, SDC, DIDA,WB, ADB,...but in small amounts;

- Additional financial resources also came from development projects that have impact to certain areas;

- REDD should be other contributor to support on this issue.
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