Biodiversity Spending in Morocco
2005 Reporting

Morocco
 reported that since the signing of the agreement, the structures were created, but remained virtually the same, if not less impressive than in the past. As part of the CBD, the work used were made through external funding and so far there is no reinforcement of national capacities for the implementation of the CBD or the strategy and plan action developed for its implementation. It should be noted that, for biodiversity, some projects outside the framework of the CBD, led or still lead some actions to strengthen national capacities for conservation operations, monitoring, etc..

The only building result in the establishment of an institutional framework, the census data base, the establishment of a strategy and action plan for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and the development and implementation of an information base.

The current situation is such that all national provisions are made, but the actual implementation of the national strategy requires capacity building on technical and financial plans.

It is very difficult to give a complete list of all programs in Morocco and that link with the national biodiversity to the extent that:

· These programs are scattered in various national (agriculture, sea fishing, water and forests and fight against desertification, etc.) and in various parts of the country, completed or in progress by many NGO’s interested in this area;

· The time available to achieve this report does not conduct the investigations necessary to have all this information on the details of the funding for these programs;

However, the most important of these programs are the National Study on Protected Areas, the National Study on Biodiversity Strategy and National Action Plan on Biodiversity, MedWetCoast which is a project developed around five Mediterranean sites the GEF project developed out of 5 SIBE’s Moroccan project on the conservation of biodiversity through transhumance in the southern slopes of the High Atlas, the 31 projects in the profits of NGO’s working in the field of biodiversity and that were funded between 2000 and 2005 and so on.

Some guidance on these funds:

· National Biodiversity Strategy, Action Plan on Biodiversity and National Reports: UNEP: 211 000 USD

· Protected Areas, IBRD: 10, $ 350 million

· CHM-Morocco on Biodiversity: UNEP: 14 000 USD

· Conservation of biodiversity through transhumance in the southern slopes of the High Atlas, UNDP: 4369 million USD

· 31 projects for the benefit of NGO’s: UNDP: 14, 945 million USD

· Scientific research, 25.9 million Dirhams.

The funds obtained through international cooperation has allowed Morocco to achieve a number of projects related to biodiversity. Some of his major achievements are certainly at the National Study on Protected Areas, the National Study on Biodiversity, the thematic strategies on biodiversity (marine, terrestrial and wetland), its strategy and action plan National and its three national reports,

In connection with the 2010 target, funding obtained and produced, have largely helped to diagnostic analysis of various situations compromising the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. Some of these funds were also invested in achieving many objectives in relation to that of 2010 with the conservation of habitats, species and genetic diversity, the fight against invasive species, etc..

Funding obtained under the Convention on Biological Diversity were mainly used to establish the overall framework (development, evaluation, strategy, action plan and reports) for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. Some funding has been invested in certain shares of the national study on protected areas, the national study on biodiversity, ONG’s programs, etc..

The funds obtained through the Convention on Biodiversity also helped contribute to the objectives 1, 2, 7 and 8 Millennium corresponding to the fight against poverty, gender equality, environmental sustainability and cooperation enhanced international.

Implicitly, Morocco considers biodiversity in development programs both nationally and internationally. However, the law governing the impact does not explicitly mention “biological diversity” as defined by the Convention and speaks only of “living organisms”. As a result, they often are caught in the impact that the species profile, known as more or less serious threat such as the bald ibis, monk seals, etc..
2009 Reporting

Morocco
 reported that Morocco seeks by all means to preserve its natural heritage, among others, in the context of protected areas. Sources of funding come from cooperation, but also on the state budget, particularly the government body in charge of protected areas that is the HCEFLCD. Thus, for example, during the period 2008-2012, the program selected, for a total cost of Dh 20 million / year for:

· The establishment of the Intercontinental Biosphere Reserve of the Mediterranean, established between Morocco and Spain, an area of 500,000 hectares (partly Morocco) in the provinces of Tetouan, Chefchaouen, Larache and Fnideq;

· The creation of the Biosphere Reserve of the Cedars Forest over an area of 500,000 ha in three provinces of the Middle Atlas (Ifrane, Khénifra and El Hajeb).

· The creation of four new protected areas of 200,000 ha in the territories of five provinces: Tetouan, Berkane, Nador, and Khémisset Khénifra;

· Preparation and implementation of Management Plans and Management of 15 protected areas;

· The enactment of two bills and their implementing regulations on protected areas and on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora and Flora (CITES);

· Preparation and implementation of the second phase of the Moroccan-German cooperation on the protection of nature and the fight against desertification;

· The rehabilitation of the wildlife disappeared from the natural environment (dama gazelle, Oryx, Addax and ostrich) or endangered (Dorcas gazelle) by the transfer of reintroduced populations in the Parc National de Souss-Massa towards suitable habitats in the southern Morocco.

On financial resources allocated to priority activities (2.5), after the development of strategy and action plan on biodiversity, Morocco, through its National Focal Point, has invested in finding funding for the implementation of the NBSAP, at least for the priority of them. For this purpose, a preliminary list of 28 priority actions has been identified, prioritized and submitted for discussion to the National Committee on Biodiversity. The aim was to allow the NBCC to select from this list a dozaine that may be developed into project proposals to be funded by donors and development partners.

The ten measures selected by the NBC correspond to the following themes:

1) Red Books of endangered species and areas of Morocco.

2) Training taxonomic gaps in different areas.

3) Training of technicians verbalization.

4) Updating the legislation on national biodiversity.

5) National Center for testing livestock and aquaculture.

6) Communication, Education and Public Awareness Programs.

7) knowledge and traditional skills in conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

8) National Network Monitoring Biodiversity.

9) Invasive Species.

10) Inventory, for purposes of valuation, national genetic resources.

In addition, as part of financial allocations of GEF, the NBC has met in July 2006 to establish a preliminary list of priority projects in Morocco in the field of biodiversity.

The said Committee has identified, among the 10 priority projects of the NBSAP, but also among those offered by various government departments, a number of projects are:

· Capacity of CHM, the APA and Taxonomy in Morocco and updating of NBSAPs.

· Preparing the 4th National Report on biodiversity.

· Micro financing projects UNDP.

· Conservation of medicinal and aromatic plants.

· Education and awareness on biodiversity.

· Biodiversity Restoration of the oasis ecosystem.

· Integration of biodiversity conservation of barley in the improvement of agricultural production systems in arid and semi-arid.

· Implementation of National Biosafety Framework.

· Traditional Knowledge.

The two projects selected for funding under the program correspond to RAF4 medicinal and aromatic plants and oasis.

Some resources for developing the strategy and plan of action on biodiversity have also been used to organize regional campaigns to raise awareness of local stakeholders on the importance on the one hand, biodiversity as ecological and economic resources and, secondly, the interest of its preservation for the sustainability of economic activities.

However, it is important to remember that outside of this process related to the Convention on Biological Diversity, great efforts are being made by various departments for the protection of national natural heritage and through a multitude of programs / projects. But the lack of consultation, coordination and communication, does not allow a synthesis of all these achievements and efforts should, perhaps, be made to have an updated census of all these activities, almost all were implemented within the framework of sectoral programs quite different from those set up as part of the NBSAP.

Some examples of these achievements, there may be a need to include the "National Strategy for awareness and environmental education and sustainable development" for the three Rio Conventions (Biodiversity, Climate Change and Desertification) and which was developed with funding from the European Union. Other educational activities for the conservation of biodiversity, but this time in some protected areas, is currently with funding from the German cooperation GTZ.
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