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The country’s forestry resources are derived from the present day forest cover representing barely 5% of total area. There are in addition a number of forest reserves where timber exploitation takes place. A large part of the rural population depend on wildlife cropping targeting animals including mammals, birds, reptiles, frogs and insects.

Apart from the direct consumptive value to the croppers themselves, the bush meat trade is very widespread today.

Local communities also forage for a variety of products for use as foodstuff, fuel (fuel wood and charcoal), construction materials, thatching and roofing materials, ropes, crafts, medicinal plants, fodder, recreational materials (raffia, ornaments), spices, perfumes, poisons, composts, herbicides and insecticides.

The wildlife parks and reserves could serve to increase the ecotourism potential.

The rich biodiversity affords opportunity for research. There are cultural and spiritual values attached to certain elements of biodiversity such as the existence of sacred grooves for initiations into secret societies.

Traditional healers depend on medicinal plants to cure various ailments at the community level.

The country’s forest resources though heavily depleted during the war contributes significantly to the economic development of the country. Forestry contributes about 9.3% to the GDP, but this calculation exclude non monetary benefits such a fuelwood collected by rural people, non timber forest product such as medicines. Tourism from

National Parks and Game Reserves are a latent demand yet having great potentials. When all these are compiled the contribution of the forestry sector could be a high as 15%.

Unfortunately the budgetary allocation made to the Forestry Division which has jurisdiction over 8% of the land area of the country amounts to only Le800 million.

About 80% of this amount is allocated for salaries with very little amount to undertake field activities.

At present there is a 95% dependency on donor support to undertake forestry programmes. Detailed analytic data is only available for the year 1995/96 (Table Ia and Ib).

Table Ia Budgetary Estimates 1995/96. Government Funds (Leones).

	Particulars 
	General Administration and support services
	Management and Wildlife Conservation Part I.
	Management and Wildlife Conservation Part II
	Total (Leones)

	Personnel Salaries
	4,633,478
	59,232,681
	32,960,850
	96,827,809

	Other Relevant Expenditure
	10,122,900
	8,085,900
	6,578,200
	24,790,000

	Capital
	1,050,000
	360,000
	200,000
	1,610.000

	Total
	15,806,378
	67,681,581
	39,739,050
	123,227,009


Table Ib. Budgetary Estimates 1995/96 - Development/Donor Fund (Leones)

	Details of Development Estimates(Cash Grants)
	Donor
	Amount
	% of Total Budget of Forestry Division

	National Forestry Action Plan
	UNDP
	1,308,120.500
	55

	Wildlife and National Parks Development – Kenema
	UKODA(Suspended)
	771,389,000
	33

	Gola Rainforest Conservation
	Bird life International
	24,345,000
	1

	Chimpanzee Rehabilitation
	EC
	150,936,000
	6

	Total
	
	2,254,790.500
	95
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E. THE BUDGET

The amount of financial commitment needed for successfully implementing the actions and activities proposed in the NBSAP is huge, and sustainable sources of funding would have to be identified to make it possible. It is hoped that government’s commitment to biodiversity conservation will see increased budgetary allocations, with additional funding being sought from bilateral donors to Sierra Leone Government, private sector businesses, and fees and royalties from the potential exploitation of biodiversity. All the financial resources marshaled will be deposited into a National Biodiversity Trust Fund, with the accruing interest utilized for conservation related activities.

Below is a tentative budget required for the implementation of the NBSAP:

Item Sub-Component Estimated Cost (US$)

1. Terrestrial Biodiversity (Wildlife) 35 Million

2. Terrestrial Biodiversity (Inland waters) 3 Million

3. Forest Biodiversity (Lowland, Montane and Savanna) 6 Million

4. Marine and Coastal Biodiversity 9 Million

5. Agricultural Biodiversity (Plants and Land) 9 Million

6. Agricultural Biodiversity (Livestock) 6 Million

Thematic Component Total 68 Million

1. Policy, Legislative and Institutional Review 3 Million

2. Capacity Building 6 Million

3. Identification and Monitoring 4.5 Million

4. Sustainable use of Biodiversity Components 3.5 Million

5. Incentive Measures 2 Million

6. Research and Training 1.5 Million

7. Public Education and Awareness 2.5 Million

8. Access to genetic resources and benefit sharing 2.5 Million

9. Indigenous Knowledge and Intellectual Property Right 1 Million

10. Access to Technology and Handling of Biotechnology 0.5 Million

11. Information Exchange and Technical/Scientific Co-operation 0.4 Million

Cross-Sectoral Component Total 27.4 Million

Total NBSAP 95 Million

The NBSAP will implement a series of specific projects and programs undertaken by key institutions and agencies in the country. Lead agencies will be responsible for implementing specific projects covering a given set of strategies and action plans in the NBSAP. In Annex 2, 10 priority project profiles are presented, amounting to a total of $**.

Annex 2: PRIORITY PROJECTS & PROJECT CONCEPTS
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