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CHAPTER 8 BUDGET

8.1 Budget

8.1 The CBD national agency for Singapore is NParks. The cost of maintaining a team to administer CBD matters is borne entirely by NParks. Other government agencies and statutory boards are involved to different degrees in the implementation of CBD concerns. If they are collaborative projects, the costs are shared by the participating agencies.

8.1.2 Some nature conservation projects are financed by sources other than governmental funding. The Nature Reserves Survey was initiated with government funding and subsequently matched by an equivalent amount donated by a private sponsor. Similarly, funding could be sought from individuals or companies, as and when required. The project could also be written up as a proposal for potential funding by the Singapore Government.

Financing, too, could be solicited from international and regional organisations.

8.2 Personnel

8.2.1 NCB of NParks is the administrative hub for CBD. It comprises an assistant director (Nature Conservation), two research officers, and one assistant research officer. The assistant director reports directly to the Deputy Chief Executive Officer (Specialist Services) and the Director of the Singapore Botanic Gardens.

8.2.2 All the departments of NParks are, directly or indirectly, involved with nature

conservation. In particular, the work carried by SBG, SOH, the Planning Department, Istana

and Conservation Management, and sections of Parks Management that manage nature areas

within the parks, is pertinent to nature conservation. These departments absorb the cost of

maintaining the health of indigenous flora and fauna.

8.2.3 For each of the other CBD concerns, the appropriate agencies are juxtaposed:

Biosafety (PPD and NSTB); CITES (PPD); Planning (URA); legislation (AGC & APCEL). Administrative costs have been borne by the respective agencies. The universities, polytechnics, and NSS carry out relevant research. These projects are funded by a diverse source of funding, e.g., the academic institutions themselves, international organisations, commercial companies or private individuals. The organising of f&d-raising events, e.g., concerts, banquets, activities, also raises funds.

8.2.4 The SEC to encourage and facilitate the financing of environmental projects has established the Central Environment Fund (CEF) Scheme by private donors or companies. This scheme provides a channel for green groups to register with the SEC so that the donations they receive are routed through the SEC’s CEF in order to secure tax exemption for their donors. Among the projects that have benefited from this scheme are the NSS’ Building Fund donation drive and the Singapore Underwater Federation mooring buoy project.
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