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2.4 Domestic and international funding dedicated to biodiversity

conservation

2.4.1 Domestic funding

There are several organizations in the state sector with mandates and major responsibilities to fulfil national obligations under the CBD. They are often constrained due to inadequate national budgetary allocations. Often (but not always) funding limitations are a serious barrier to carrying out mandated actions for biodiversity conservation, sustainable use of bio-resources, and benefit sharing. These state agencies consequently depend heavily on external project funding. Some of these activities often come to an abrupt halt after the projects ceases due to lack of institutional funding from the national budget, and are not sustained in the long-term.

Currently, the Ministry dealing with Plan Implementation collates the annual plans and budgets proposals sent by the planning cells in line ministries. The Department of National Planning and the budget division of the Treasury have the power to veto and determine the actual allocation of funds to the various agencies. Part of the problems of obtaining adequate budgetary allocation is inadequate institutional capacity for negotiation and preparation of strong project proposals and realistic budgets during the annual national budget allocation process.

The Forest Department depends on external funding for 60-70% of their programmes, but could become considerably independent if at least funds from timber supplied to the State Timber Corporation are channelled back to the Department. In contrast 50% of funds gained by the Department of Wildlife Conservation from the National Parks is released back to the Wildlife Preservation Fund (WPF) since 2002. Given the paucity of national funding available for biodiversity conservation and management, some conservation agencies lack capacity to access external funding for action needed for biodiversity conservation, and some lack capacity to maximise the funds provided. This has a spin-off effect as poor performance reduces further chances to secure donor funding, and necessitates repeatedly seeking more funds to achieve the same long-term conservation goals.
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Sri Lanka is committed to promote and strengthening biodiversity conservation and sustainable utilization programmes by funding allocation  through annual budget, Ten years development Plan and research grants.  SL also seeks funding and collaborates with international agencies and developed countries such as FAO, UNDP, BIOVERSITY international, Govt of Netherlands, WB, ADB etc.

Recent government initiatives for carbon baking/trading to address climate change issues, biodiversity and climate change is the main focal areas in that project

NSF research grants for sustainable use of genetic resources

GEF/MSP for TK and ABS

	a) Budgetary allocations by national and local Governments as well as different sectoral ministries
	                                                                        Rs. Million

Ministry of Environment & Natural Resources-      77.60 

Forest Department                                           4194.00

Department of Wild life Conservation                  243.88

Central Environmental Authority of SL                   34.00

Department of National Zoological Gardens            8.99

State Timber Corporation                                 1314.17

Marine Pollution Authority                                  145.58

Wildlife Trust                                                      29.91



	b) Extra-budgetary resources (identified by donor agencies)
	                                                                        US$ Million

Forest Resources Management Project (FRMP)      35.50

Protected Area Management & Wild life 

                     Conservation Project (PAM&WCP)     33.50

Upper Watershed Management Project (UWMP)    23.70

Institutional strengthening & capacity         

   building of Environmental programmes 

   in SL (InSCEP)                                                317.00

National Bio safety Frame work of SL            157,500.00

CWR project                                                Rs 69 millions

EA1P Project

Biosafety CHP project                                   49000 USD

FAO Aquatic Weed project                             Rs. 2 million

GEF SPECIes project                                     2 million USD   

UNDP-GEF- SGP/MSP

Medicinal Plant Conservation project

During the 1991-1994 a total USD 42.7 million committed from in country and external sources for funding of approximately 100 projects. Of this  USD 39.3 million from external sources                                          


Sri Lanka
 (2007)

2008 budget proposals allocate treasury funds for IAS management activities to be planned under relevant stakeholder line agencies

CEPOM mechanism, National Environment Policy and Action Plan, Establishment of Environmental Cells under different line Ministries and strengthening

Strengthening EIA regulation and Incorporate BIA, SIA and SEA into EIA process
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