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Flemish Region: during the period 1997-2003 there was a clear trend to allocate higher budgets for environment. Compared to other sectors the part for environment increased from 4.2% to 4.7%. From 2003 onwards the level decreased again to 4.3%. For the Nature and the Forest Division savings were important for the budget allocated for acquisition of land and management investments and for subsidies for land acquisition by NGO’s.

For the theme Biodiversity in the MINA plan the budget varies from 139,601 Keuro in 2001 to 113,774 Keuro in 2005, indicating a decrease of 2.5%.

A recent evaluation of the financial instruments used for specific Nature, Forest and Landscape Conservation programmes indicates following figures: of the 40 to 50 mio euro as a mean yearly budget 62% is spent for management actions, 21% for land acquisition and 15% for awareness rising, communication and educational programmes. In function of the stakeholder groups the figures indicate the following distribution: 50% for agricultural sector, 27% for nature NGO’s, 7% for education and awareness centres and organisation, 5% for Regional Landscapes, 5% for forest owner groups, 2% for other private owners.
OBJECTIVE 15: ENSURE THE PROVISION OF ADEQUATE RESOURCES FOR BIODIVERSITY

To carry out the present National Biodiversity Strategy, there is a need to carry out further actions in key areas. Investments in coherent and integrated biodiversity activities should be substantially increased. Financing will be supported by Regional and Federal environmental administrations, other relevant administrations and funding bodies, including the private sector.

Operational objectives

15.1 Investigate national financing possibilities for biodiversity

Belgium needs to ensure, through its’ own resources, adequate financing of biodiversity. Therefore it is important to investigate financing possibilities at national level such as the establishment of specific funds for biodiversity, the integration of biodiversity in sectoral budgets and programmes (in particular in Research and Development plans and programs), the establishment of partnerships with the finance and business sectors, etc. Other innovative financial mechanisms should be investigated, such as partnerships with the private sector.

In Flanders, a specific funds (Minafonds) has been established to deals with financial aspects of investments in the field of environment. The federal level should investigate possibilities to use the Raw Material Funds for biodiversity.

15.2 Fully use existing EU financing instruments to promote biodiversity

Co-financing opportunities through European financing programmes will be promoted, for instance through specific programmes of the forthcoming EU Financial Perspectives 2007-2013 including LIFE+, the European Fisheries Fund (EFF), the Cohesion and Structural Funds and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD).

Belgium will support financing biodiversity in European Financing Funds (such as EAFRD and Life+).

5.6 Implement biodiversity concern into account in national export credit policy

Export Credit Agencies provide financial support (loans, guarantees, insurance) for projects in southern and Eastern Europe. They aim to help national industries abroad. Export credit policies may have very significant impacts on environment and biodiversity in particular (for example by supporting construction projects of dams, pipelines, etc.).

The impact on biodiversity needs to be fully incorporated in the procedures for evaluation of projects applying for support by export credit agencies. It is important to examine the environmental criteria used to assess investments by Export Credit Agencies and other publicly funded financial institutions and to ensure that these criteria take biodiversity into consideration. Project screening procedures must ensure that activities that lead to irreversible damage to biodiversity are not promoted.

Export Credit Agencies need to be more transparent in the eligibility criteria used and indicate which international obligation and engagements subscribed by Belgium they take into account. The following actions could also help credit export agencies to take biodiversity concern into account in national export credit policy:

· Implement a recognized procedure to check whether a project respond to the international biodiversity related obligations and engagements subscribed by Belgium.

· Organize training for credit export agencies staff Belgium’s international obligations and engagements related to biodiversity. Another measure to promote integration of biodiversity in credit export policies is to ask companies to sign a declaration of intent setting out the commitments of the companies to meet the objectives of the national biodiversity strategy.

5.7 Consider the potential impact on biodiversity and in particular the invasiveness of species, in making import and export decisions

The international trade may adversely impact biodiversity by introducing new species such as invasive alien species (IAS), GMO’s or diseases that affect related species. Many alien species enter Belgium unintentionally, for example through wood imports, or they are imported intentionally for use in many areas (agriculture, horticulture, pet trade, etc.).

It is crucial to consider the potential impacts on biodiversity when developing national legislation and regulations that deal with the trade in live animals or plants.

Besides biodiversity-related conventions, several international conventions and organizations are relevant when taking import/exports decision in order to avoid damages on biodiversity. For example, the issue of IAS is dealt by the following forums:

· The World Trade Organization (WTO) was invited by the CBD, through its committee on trade and the environment, to take invasive alien species issues into account when considering the impacts of trade and trade liberalization.

· The International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) is a multilateral treaty deposited with the Director-General of the FAO. Its purpose is to ensure common and effective actions to prevent the spread and introduction of pests and plants and plant products and to promote measures for their control.

· The FAO has compiled codes of practices to deal with alien species and has developed products such as the FAO Database on Introductions of Aquatic Species.

· The IMO International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments (adopted in 2004) addresses the introduction of invasive marine species into new environments through ballast water, hull-fouling and other vectors.

· The CITES convention aims to prevent trade from having an impact on species by controlling movements of certain categories of endangered species. The CITES Animals and Plants Committees are working in collaboration with the CBD on the preparation of a list of potentially invasive animal and plant species to be included in the CITES appendices. The EC Regulation for the implementation of CITES within the EU provides a basis for controlling imports of certain species that are recognized as being invasive (Regulation 338/97, Article 4.6(d)).

· The ICES Code of Practice on the Introductions and Transfers of Marine Organisms sets forth recommended procedures and practices to diminish the risks of detrimental effects from the intentional introduction and transfer of marine (including brackish water) organisms (ICES, 2005).

There are opportunities for synergies between several forums and the CBD in dealing with the introductions of species that are potentially harmful for biodiversity.

On the other hand, experience gained (for example, experience gained under CITES in wildlife trade controls) could contribute to national and international efforts to avoid negative impacts on biodiversity.
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Identification of financial needs for Natura 2000 has been published in the EC report on art 8 of the Habitats Directive – available from EU website 

- government budgets allocated for nature conservation (OECD report 2006)

Public expenditure on biodiversity and landscape protection in Belgium amounted to EUR 130‑150 million annually during 2000‑03, an increase from EUR 90‑110 million a year during 1996‑99. The share of investment expenditure steadily increased, from 11% in 1996 to 44% in 2003.

- international cooperation projects

=> Flemish Region supports projects in developing countries for forest protection and management through the Flemish forest fund, and re-introduction projects of Saharan-Sahel antilopes in protected areas in Tunesia and Algeria through the Bonn Convention Programme.
Federal:

· Financial mechanism: a study has been launched to identify possible federal mechanisms that could be designed for financing federal actions to integrate biodiversity in other sectors (fiscal measures, establishment of a biodiversity funds, etc.)

Financial capacity: 

Belgium’s three regions and the federal government each have their own budgets for the financing of biodiversity. In Flanders, a specific funds (Minafonds) has been estab​lished to deal with financial aspects of investments in the field of environment. The country also beneficiates from co-financing opportunities through European financ​ing programmes (LIFE+, the European Fisheries Fund (EFF), the Cohesion and Structural Funds and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD), the Seventh Framework Programme for Research, etc.).

Walloon:

Budgets for nature development

While they only represent a part of the resources to be mobilised, the budgets dedicated to nature development provide information about the action potential taken by the authorities, as well as about the major focuses for work undertaken in this area. The budgets for nature development have been recently going up slightly in Wallonia: + 54% for the period 2005-2008. More than 40% of the budgets are allocated to pro​tection and management measures for sites of biologi​cal interest (purchase and management of natural re​serves, LIFE Nature programmes for the conservation of Natura 2000 habitats etc.). The relative significance of budgets for the support of themed operations management should also be noted («attics and steeples», roadsides, PCDNs, etc.). They represent around 10 % of the total budget, depending on the year. http://environnement.wallonie.be/eew/rapportProblematique.aspx?id=p116.
In 2007, Belgium enacted federal legislation for prevention / remediation of damage resulting from transport by road, railway, navigable waterways or air of non-native animals, plants and parts thereof, following their import, export and transit into the country. This excludes situations where causality cannot be established and retrospective damage or damage occurring thirty years ago. It provides for notification duties; the possibility of substitution by the competent authority; cost allocation; possible deposits and guarantees to support cost recovery; and a possible procedure for cost recovery linked to damage caused outside Belgian territory. It also establishes a legal duty of collaboration between the country’s three regions and with EU Member States. The decree has been followed up with regional instruments. -- 8 novembre 2007 : Arrêté royal concernant la prévention et la réparation des dommages environnementaux dus au transport par la route, la voie ferrée, par voie navigable ou par les airs : d'espèces végétales non indigènes et d'espèces animales non indigènes, ainsi que les dépouilles de ces derniers suite à leur import, export et transit, ainsi que de déchets lors de leur transit (M.B. 09.11.2007)

Belgium has adopted its first National Biodiversity Strategy (2006-2016) in October 2006. The three Belgian Regions - the Flemish Region, the Walloon Region and the Brussels-Capital Region - each have their own strategic documents and action plans in relation to biodiversity.  The strategy gives strategic political orientations to contribute towards the achievement of the 2010 Biodiversity target. It spells out a range of 15 priority strategic objectives which will be translated into actions in a second stage. The NBS further lists 78 operational objectives to guide and help implementation.

There is clearly a lack of funding to implement the strategy, since no specific financial resources have been attributed for its implementation.
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