Biodiversity Spending in Kiribati
2001 Reporting
Kiribati
 (2001) reported that biodiversity related activities are run, by funding received from foreign aid to Kiribati.

Financial support to national biodiversity activities would be available only through project applications for funding on small scale basis. All application forms for national projects have national standard format that should be followed by those seeking funds.

Finance is limited and Kiribati cannot afford to have separate provision for different Conventions. Funds that are available are utilized for different objectives whenever possible.

A mechanism is already in place but it is important to understand that there are financial rules of proceeding already existing in most countries, which are unique to that particular country. In some instances there are bound to be conflicts upon the decisions decided by the COP and that can cause considerable delays in sorting the problems arising from those conflicts. It is important to emphasise here that all countries have their own differences. The policies, strategies, programme priorities eligibility that were decided by the COP can be difficult to implement sometimes considering the differences of each member country. It is important that there is flexibility in the implementation of the COP decision to cater for the many differences that exist in most countries.

2005 Planning

Kiribati’s planning document
 had a section on management costs for conservation areas and reserve. There are existing conservation areas and reserves in Kiribati that are administered under the Fisheries Division, Environment and Conservation Division and Wildlife Unit of Environment and Conservation Division. Kiribati has also established a system of marine protected areas that aim to conserve marine biological diversity. These areas also serve as ecologically representative networks of protected areas at sea. Currently there are 12 Marine Protected Areas that are primarily set up for stock enhancement of marine species that have been identified and confirmed as declining in numbers, yet important for our livelihoods and economic well being. There are seasonal closed and closed marine areas that have been designated in several islands of Kiribati- Butaritari, Marakei, Abaiang, Nonouti and Tabiteuea North in the Gilbert Group and Cook Islet of Kiritimati Island in the Southern Line Group for in-situ conservation of both populations of marine species targeted (all marine fish including grouper species- ‘te kuau’ species and wrasse- ‘te karon’) for live fish trade (market export), and their natural habitats, which are the spawning aggregate sites of such species. Fisheries Division is currently working with local island governments of the host islands to develop a bye-law on these closed areas and seasonal closed areas for appropriate legal back up at both national and island levels.

Similarly, there are existing protected areas in the Line and Phoenix Groups and these include:

Phoenix group:

All eight (8) islands in the Phoenix group have been declared conservation areas at the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) Conference of Parties (COP9) meeting in Curitiba Brazil in March 2006. This Conservation initiative is called the Phoenix Islands Protected Area (PIPA) and is a significant accomplishment in meeting the Kiribati commitments to the CBD. The PIPA is 187.500 km2 and is the third largest Marine Protected area in the world. Along with the ocean area, the PIPA includes the terrestrial habitats of the following islands: Nikumaroro (CA), Manra (CA), Orona (CA), Kanton (CA), Rawaki (CA), Enderbury (CA), Birney(CA) and MacKean (CA).

Southern Line group:

Caroline Island/Millenium Island (PA), Malden (PA)

Northern Line group:

Kiritimati Island: Ngaontetaake (PA); Dojin (PA); Tanguoua (PA); Koil (PA); Toyota (PA); Mouakena (PA); Motu Tabu (PA); Motu Upua (PA); Cook Islet (PA)

These protected areas are designated as wildlife sanctuaries to protect the abundant and unique birdlife existing in the Line and Phoenix Groups. These areas and islands are also globally significant seabird sites that function as critical refuge for migratory, resident and breeding marine and terrestrial biota and critical habitat for many endemic, depleted and endangered species (Kokkenen, Teariki, Teaioro & Takeke, 2004 p: 4).

Table 5: Management Costs for Protected Areas & Marine Reserves (1998 – 2004):

The following table illustrates some islands in the Gilbert Group that have identified certain marine reserve areas. These areas have been identified by local communities as marine close areas. The management cost should be included in the annual budgetary allocation of the island council concerned or as an additional budget to the central government supporting grants to island councils. The Fisheries Division in collaboration with the Conservation Unit of the Environment and Conservation Division would play significant role in managing these closed areas.

	DESIGNATED AREAS/SITES
	TOTAL LAND/MARINE AREA
	ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS (AUD$)

	
	
	1998 
	1999 
	2000 
	2001 
	2002 
	2003 
	2004

	I. MARINE RESERVES – (not yet assessed)

	1. Butaritari Marine Closed Area
	No assessment made yet. 
	n.a 
	n.a 
	n.a 
	n.a 
	n.a 
	n.a 
	n.a

	2. Marakei Marine Closed Area
	No assessment made yet
	n.a 
	n.a 
	n.a 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	3. Abaiang Marine Closed Area
	No assessment made yet.
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	4. Nonouti Marine Closed Area
	No assessment made yet
	n.a 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	5. Tabiteuea North Marine Closed Area
	No assessment made yet.
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	6. Onotoa Marine Closed Area
	No assessment made yet.
	n.a 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	7. Cook Islet Marine Closed Area
	Data not yet available. 
	13,500.00
	33,700.00
	24,200.00
	22,780.00
	n.a.
	n.a. 
	n.a

	II. PROTECTED ISLANDS

	8. Phoenix Islands Protected Areas (PIPA)
	Currently assessed. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	- McKean 
	Currently assessed 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	- Birnie 
	Currently assessed 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	- Nikumaroro 
	Currently assessed 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a.
	 n.a

	- Manra 
	Currently assessed 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	-Orona 
	Currently assessed 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	-Kanton 
	Currently assessed 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	-Binikiti 
	Currently assessed 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	-Enderbury 
	Currently assessed 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	9. Malden 
	Not yet assessed 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	10. Caroline or Millenium Island
	Not yet assessed 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a. 
	n.a

	III. PROTECTED AREAS: - There is no specific budgetary allocation for the management of protected areas, costs are included in the Wildlife and Fisheries Divisions Recurrent budget annually.

	11. Ngaontetaake 
	15,183 acres inclusive 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√

	12. Dojin 
	Incl. above 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√

	13. Tanguoua 
	Incl. above 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√

	14. Koil 
	Incl. above 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√

	15. Toyota 
	Incl. above 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√

	16. Mouakena 
	7,062 acres 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√

	17. Motu Tabu 
	296.64 acres 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√

	18. Motu Upua 
	50,302 acres 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√

	19. Cook Islet 
	5,384.50 acres 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√ 
	√


Key: n.a = not available, √ = no direct cost allocated.
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