Lebanon
2003

The majority of funds made for biodiversity initiatives in Lebanon are through collaborative projects with international funding.  The Lebanese contribution is very minimal in terms of both direct financial assistance and infrastructure support and is limited to the contibution provided by the concerned ministries like the ministries of Environment & Agriculture.

Both the Ministry of Environment and Ministry of Agriculture have made financial contributions to various programs and projects dealing with biodiversity issues.  The Ministry of Environment contributed $677,000 USD to the management of seven nature reserves and funds local NGOs to execute projects related to the environment and nature conservation. The Government of Lebanon has allocated an annuel budget of $3.5 million USD in the budget of the Ministry of Environment to execute a five years referestation programme in all the Lebanese region. The Lebanese government allocates some funds to The National Council for Scientific Research to implement its research activities related to biodiversity.  The new Law for the protection of the Environment outlines the creation of new fund called National Environment Fund.  The fund will serve to finance environmental projects and will be sustained by donations, fines and taxes. 

2005

a) Budgetary allocations by national and local Governments as well as different sectoral ministries


In 2001, the Government of Lebanon has allocated 17 Million USD for the execution of five years reforestation national programme in all Lebanese regions with the aims of increasing the green cover in Lebanon specifically in the degraded forests areas.

The national reforestation programme is executed by MoE.

The five-year national reforestation programme currently executed by MoE is funded from the Government of Lebanon (17 Million USD).  

The Government of Lebanon is providing in-kind contribution and sometimes in-cash for all the projects executed by Lebanon in cooperation with international organizations and donors.

The MoE is providing annual financial allocations for the nature reserves (approximately 380,000 USD distributed among six reserves) to contribute in the management costs of the reserves. 

The MoE is providing annual financial allocations for the NGOs to execute projects related to the environmental field including biodiversity (in the year 2001, the financial allocation was amounted to 467, 816 USD).

As for national funds, the government is allocating within its annual budget funds for concerned institutions to execute activities related to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, however nature protection was not among the priorities for budgetary allocations. Accordingly, the systematic implementation of the NBSAP faced obstacles due to the lack of necessary financial resources. However, Still Lebanon hosts large biodiversity that is mainly protected and managed with financial assistance from bilateral and multilateral sources.
b) Extra-budgetary resources (identified by donor agencies)


The main source of funds received by Lebanon to implement the CBD was from the Global Environment Facility which provides the following funds to execute international projects:

· Biodiversity Country Study

· Biodiversity Enabling Activity (including CHM support): National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP), and first National Report to the Conference of Parties (CoP): 154,500 USD

· Top-Up Biodiversity Enabling Activity: Assessment of Capacity Building Needs and Country Specific Priorities in Biodiversity: 100,000 USD

· Protected Areas Project: Strengthening of National Capacity and Grassroots In-Situ Conservation for Sustainable Biodiversity Protection: 2,500,000 USD

· Biosafety Project: Development of the National Biosafety Framework for Lebanon: 160,000 USD

· Agrobiodiversity Project (Regional): Conservation and Sustainable Use of Dryland Agrobiodiversity of the Near East: 1,500,752  USD

· Integrated Management of Cedar Forests in Lebanon in cooperation with other Mediterranean Countries with particular emphasis on Tannourine-Hadath El-Jebbeh Cedar forest’ : Regional budget: 1,212,000 USD,  Lebanon part: 530,500 USD

· PDFA funds for the project “Income generation through sustainable use of natural resources in Yammouneh”: 25 000 USD

· Medicinal Plants Project: Mainstreaming Biodiversity Management Considerations into Medicinal and Aromatic Plants Production Processes (PDF-B) in Lebanon and the Palestinian Authority: 323,775 USD

· “Design, Testing and Evaluating of Best Practices for in situ Conservation of Economically Important Wild Species”  (PDF_B) Regional: Lebanon part 30, 000 USD

In addition to the funds from the following donors:

· The “Fond Francais pour l’environnement mondial” (FFEM) for the MedWetCoast project 

· Ec_Life Third Countries for the Stable Institutional Structure for Protected Areas Management: “SISPAM”

· GTZ for the project on Combatting Desertification in Lebanon” (CoDel).

· RASMAR SMALL GRANT FUND for Economic viability study for the management of two sites: Aamiq marshes and Tyre Coast Nature Reserve in December 2004

USAID funds through SRI for awarness and infrastructure activities in the nature reserves

Lebanon as a country in transition has received substantial assistance from different donors mainly the GEF for the implementation of the CBD and other biodiversity related conventions and associated activities relevant to biodiversity conservation and sustainable use and capacity building. As a result the national capacity to mobilize necessary funds increased as well. 

The MoE is continuously developing projects proposals related to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and submitting those to relevant donors (Biodiversity projects implemented through international initiatives are mentioned in the Box LX above. Furthermore, biodiversity was included in many international projects dealing with the environment and development issues, as example: “Enhancement of Permanent Environmental Awareness at MOE” (EPEAU) project, SEA project, MSC-IPP project.

As for policies and plans, MoE has reviewed or in process of reviewing many national policies and plans and has integrated biodiversity issues in those, for example: Law for protection of Environment (law 444/02), National Environmental Action Plan (under preparation by MSC_IPP project), SEA and EIA draft decrees, draft law for Coastal Areas management and local action plans for sustainable development of coastal areas (developed by CAMP project), Indicators developed under the LEDO,….

Regarding other ministries, biodiversity was integrated in the following initiatives: 

MOA and LARI are developing and implementing projects with international organizations dealing with biodiversity conservation mainly the Agrobiodiversity project and the project on Combating Desertification in Lebanon” (CoDel) which issued the  National Action Plan for Desertification in which biodiversity considerations were integrated.

The forest Resource Assessment (FRA) project funded by the FAO and executed by the MoA is building up a database on forest in Lebanon. The project is assessing all services and products provided by forests.  A national forest policy will be developed further to the results obtained. In addition, monitoring and upgrading of the data obtained from the study would be done each five years.
In March 2002 the elaboration of the “Schema directeur d’amenagement du territoire” SDATL was initiated by DAR-IAURIF in collaboration with the MOE and the CDR and after two analytical phases related to diagnostic, problematic and potential scenarios for development and choices for strategies, the “schema d’amenagement du territoire” has been released in March 2004 but it’s still awaiting official endorsement. 

The objectives of this project was to elaborate on a national implementation framework for the schema d’amenagement du territoire in order to promote a balanced development opportunity all over the country while allowing optimal exploitation of natural resources and promoting environmental and national heritage conservation.

d)
Regional channels (identified by donor agencies)


Lebanon has submitted to the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for Environment (CAMRE) a proposal to establish an Arab Environment Facility (AEF) to secure funds for environmental projects in the Arab region. The proposal is awaiting approval by the (CAMRE).

A round table was organized in Beirut in September 2005 to discuss the proposal during which regional channels were identified.

2009

Regarding national source of funding, a considerable budget of 16.5 Million USD was allocated from the national funds to implement a national reforestation plan in all Lebanese territories.

Nevertheless, Lebanon still needs further financial resources to implement the various thematic programmes covered by the CBD and the three objectives of the Convention. The findings of chapter 2 and 3 of this report highlights Lebanon’s progress with respect to the CBD objectives and revealed that Lebanon had many programs and initiatives in place that address the first objective of the CBD, “conservation of biodiversity”, however the second objective “sustainable use” has received less attention and the third objective “fair and equitable sharing of the benefits” was lacking.

In order to secure sufficient financial and technical resources to effectively implement and manage Protected Areas in Lebanon, the Ministry of Environment has developed in 2005-

2006:

• A national action plan for protected areas NAPPA

• A draft law program to secure the cost of implementation of the NAPPA

• A National financial sustainable strategy for Pas that suggests alternative mechanisms for financing PA management

• A Database for available sources of funding for Pas among international sources (list of potential donors and conditions, procedures for application)

• Business Plans

The NAPPA prepared in 2006, included at its 9th activity the need to prepare a draft law program for the implementation of the action plan.

The draft Law program, once endorsed by the parliament would secure recurrent and revolving fund over 5 years for proper execution of the activities forecasted in the NAPPA.

To date the draft law program has not been processed for endorsement.

The National financial sustainable strategy was approved at Ministry level and included a modified format for budget preparation at PA level. The updated formats were adopted by the MoE and the Management teams of the Nature Reserves to serve for future reporting.

The Database for available sources of funding for PAs was made available for PAs to facilitate access to funding. Updated Business Plans were prepared for 5 PAs by MoE in 2005 aiming to suggest alternative sources of funding for improved PA management.
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