Biodiversity Spending in New Zealand
2001 Reporting

New Zealand
 (2001) reported that financial resources continue to be one of the major constraints on implementation. Government funding and community contributions have both been significantly increased over the period, but the size of the problem is far greater than the small NZ economy and population can afford. The focus is therefore on trying to make the most efficient use of the resources available by careful prioritising, gaining resources from new sources, and improving the long term efficiency by improving techniques/technology. Major advances in efficiency have been achieved over the period since the last report.
Most financial resources are provided by central or local government. Funding available has been significantly increased, particularly as a result of a central government funding package agreed when the NBSAP was approved in 2000. A small and growing contribution comes from the New Zealand private sector and community groups. Contributions from international sources are very small.

The Government has put in place a number of funding programmes to support community work and protected area development. This includes the natural heritage fund (protected area purchases), the Terrestrial and Freshwater Biodiversity Information System fund (making biodiversity information more readily available to users), and the biodiversity condition fund (for restoration initiatives on private land). There are also other incentive programmes, such as reductions in land taxes for areas that have legal protection.

2007 Reporting

New Zealand
 (2007) also reported that budgetary allocations by national and local Governments as well as different sectoral ministries
In the 2005/06 Crown revenue allocated to the management of natural heritage by the New Zealand Department of Conservation totaled $122,916,000.  Other revenue totaled $6,131,000. 

New Zealand does not have a central record of exactly how much is spent on management actions that directly or indirectly implement the Convention of Biological Diversity by Local Government.

In New Zealand, financial support to biodiversity at the national (government) level, is predominantly through the annual Vote:Conservation. Support at the international level is primarily directed through NZAID, and through New Zealand’s contribution to the Global Environment Facility.  No additional financial monitoring mechanisms are thought to be necessary at this point in time.

2010 Reporting

New Zealand
 (2010) reported that the 20-year New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy was launched in 2000 and complemented by a funding commitment of $187 million over the first 5 years of implementing the key actions identified in the NBSAP. The majority of funding was allocated at the level of central government. Nevertheless, funding was provided for a number of the programmes aimed at increasing biodiversity on private land through additional protection, improving and maintaining the condition of areas of indigenous vegetation, species and habitats. One fund in particular (the Poukoura Taio Fund) is aimed at supporting Maori initiatives to retain and promote traditional knowledge and its use in biodiversity management. 26 percent ($48 million) of the Biodiversity package funding was allocated for activities with a private landowner and community focus.

In 2006, the New Zealand Government decided to retain the levels of funding over the first 5 years of the NBSAP on an ongoing basis and to baseline it within relevant government agency funding allocations. That equates to $55 million per annum. In addition, new funding was allocated (from 2006) as a result of new advice on areas that require additional management attention. This included an additional $2 million over 4 years to enable more work on improving processes to consider the establishment of marine reserves; and $3.9 million for biodiversity and biosecurity research.
20-year NBSAP was released in 2000 and its implementation was enabled by a funding package of $187 million over the first 5 years.  In 2006, New Zealand Government agreed to retain this funding on an ongoing basis and baseline it within relevant government agencies’ funding allocations, equating to $55 million per annum.  Additional specific funding was also allocated, which includes $2 million over 4 years for work on identifying potential Marine Reserves; $3.9 million for biodiversity and biosecurity research.
Further information
New Zealand
 referred local government, industry, agriculture, education, rural development, forestry, fisheries, mining and tourism.
� New Zealand (2001). Second National Report, 15 May 2001, 81 pp.


� New Zealand (2007). Third National Report, June 2007, 177 pp.


� New Zealand (2010). Fourth National Report, Department of Conservation, Reporting period: May 2005 – March 2009, 10 March 2010, 129 pp.


� Resource Mobilization Information Digest No. 120: Sectoral Integration of Biodiversity in New Zealand, April 2013.





2

