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5 – FINANCIAL RESOURCES

Given the large number of sectors involved in pursuing the objectives of the

Convention on Biological Diversity in Portugal, it is not possible to describe all the financial resources involved in its application. It may be possible to carry out this essential work in the future, once the national strategy for the conservation of biodiversity has been drawn up.

Nonetheless, chapter 4 does refer to information in this regard whenever it is available.

When it comes to the financing of international projects, the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) is a permanent and definitive international cooperation mechanism which provides concessionary resources and donations to developing countries (DC’s) for projects and other activities which protect the global environment in one or more of four major areas: climate change; biodiversity; the protection of international waters; and the protection of the ozone layer.

In the pursuit of its objectives, GEF is the interim financial mechanism for the application of the Convention on Biological Diversity and must function in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the Conference of the Parties, which decides the policies, priority programmes and eligibility criteria designed to achieve the Convention’s aims. 2 billion USD was placed at GEF’s disposal in the period between March 1994 and March 1997. During the course of a pilot phase, GEF financed 57 projects which fell within the ambit of the Convention on Biological Diversity (50% of all projects financed), to a total value of 331.65 million dollars. Around 305 projects were also financed during the pilot phase via the “Small Grants Programme”, at a total cost of 5.4 million dollars. 30 CBD-related projects were approved during the course of GEF-I (30% of the total), to a total value of 88.21 million dollars.

Portugal joined the pilot phase of GEF in 1992 with a contribution in escudos worth the equivalent of 4.5 million Special Drawing Rights ( SDR’s). This contribution took the form of three promissory notes, the redemption of which took place over the period up to August 1997.

Portugal has contributed around 892,268,800 escudos – which is to say 4 million SDR’s – to GEF-I, to which end it has already issued four promissory notes in the amount of 223,067,200 escudos each. These promissory notes will be redeemed over the period up to the year 2006.

During the course of 1997 negotiations took place amongst all the donor members with the intention of constituting new resources for GEF. These negotiations included the definition of each member’s level of “burden-sharing”.
(2007)

	a) Budgetary allocations by national and local Governments as well as different sectoral ministries
	A full estimate is not available. The annual budget of the Institute for the Conservation of Nature is about 20 million Euros.


(2010)

4. Domestic funding dedicated to nature and biodiversity conservation

In terms of public investment, in the period from 2001 to 2009, the ICNB had a budget of 252.922,190 Euros, distributed as follows:

	
	
	
	

	2001
	16.039.470,00
	21.138.705,72
	37.178.175,72

	2002
	15.491.867,00
	20.968.388,94
	36.460.255,94

	2003
	14.757.783,00
	16.620.878,56
	31.378.661,56

	2004
	14.293.961,00
	13.354.807,00
	27.648.768,00

	2005
	14.142.453,00
	12.292.872,68
	26.435.325,68

	2006
	13.837.724,00
	14.612.030,44
	28.449.754,44

	2007
	16.590.560,91
	5.801.343,00
	22.391.903,91

	2008
	19.661.964,00
	4.682.025,83
	24.343.989,83

	2009
	15.504.730,81
	3.130.624,21
	18.635.355,02


  TOTAL   
             140.320.513,72 
        112.601.676,38  
       252.922.190,10

Development of ICNB's Budget Execution
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ICNB's Investment 2001-2009
In the years between 2001 and 2003, a large investment was observed due to projects that are co-financed by the Environment Operational Program (Programa Operacional do Ambiente), approved in 2000, having its starting dates in 2001 and 2002. During those years, the Government Budget assigned to the ICNB for investments was bigger than in subsequent years.

The sum spent by the ICNB during the period under analysis on projects that are co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund (Environment Operational Program) was approximately 46,700,000 Euros, distributed across the following types of action: 

Species' and habitats' management actions




10,310,059
Implementation of the National Program for Nature Tourism,


19,545,000
through the creation/recovery of Interpretation, Dissemination and Reception infra-structures in the National Network of Protected Areas for visitor support

Framework documents on Nature and Biodiversity Conservation

877,500
Bird, Reptile and Amphibian Atlas, Red Book of Vertebrates
Regional Plans in the National Network of Protected Areas


3,552,800
Publishing of Environmental dissemination and awareness material

485,471
Implementation of the Regional Plans for the Coastal Area


10,392,924
Outfitting Protected Areas with equipment and means


1,534,676
for Prevention, Vigilance and 1-. Intervention in Forest Fires

TOTAL


46,698,430
An analysis of the tables reveals that ICNB investments, co-financed by the Environmental Operational Program, represented 42% of the Programme of Investments and Development Expenditure of the Central Administration (PIDDAC) Investment.
Regarding the PIDDAC, it should be noted that actions involving the monitoring of priority species and habitats, not co-financed by EU Programs, carried out during this period, particularly the protection of the Iberian Wolf and the protection and re-introduction of the Iberian Lynx, are a significant burden on the ICNB Budget.
On the national level, around 218,834,859 euros were invested in actions that were co-financed by the Environment Operational Program and 219,859,976 euros by the Regional Operational Programs, the latter of which include the funding from ERDF for the Natura 2000 Network. It should be noted that eligible actions carried out at Sites of the Natura 2000 Network were co-funded by Regional Operational Programs, as follows (Source IFDR):
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122.890.118
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25.319.795

Total PO Ambiente 218.834.859

POR  NORTE 16 - Ambiente

59.835.633

POR  CENTRO 13 - Ambiente 

49.528.654

POR  LISBOA 18 - Ambiente

39.450.236

POR  ALENTEJO 16 - Ambiente

47.837.814

POR ALGARVE 16 - Ambiente

23.207.639

Total PO's Regionais

219.859.976

Total Global

438.694.835
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Goal 3.4: To ensure financial sustainability of protected areas and national and regional systems of protected areas
· Study (2006) to assess the integration of the management of Natura 2000 in PRODER 2007 to 2013 (Protocol between ICNB and Superior Institute of Agronomy).
· The State Budget – ICNB

· The State Budget – Financial Stability Fund to Municipal Councils

· Measures contained in Environmental Impact Declaration

· The Business & Biodiversity Initiative; 

· The process of identifying the" Financing needs Natura 2000" is underway;

· The preparation of a legal framework for the Fund for Nature Conservation and Biodiversity (crated in 2008) within the ICNB is underway;

· The work has started on a proposal of revision of the 1st phase of ITI and the development of ITI of 2 phase;

· Manual of financial administrative procedures. ICNB - with the aim to improve and standardize procedures.
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