Biodiversity Spending in Samoa
1998 Reporting

Samoa
 reported on financial mechanisms. The Government of Samoa has increased its national budget allocation for the implementation for the Biodiversity Conservation Unit since its establishment in 1990 from $50,000.00 to $510,145 (Samoan tala) in 1998/99. The Biodiversity Unit budget is used mainly for human resources, public awareness activities and general maintenance of the existing protected areas.

Most of the funding for implementing activities under the CBD at the present situation is dependent on overseas financial assistance. These have been in the form of projects identified in the partnerships and collaborations section.

The NBSAP is anticipated to identify and formulate sustainable financial mechanisms for its implementation such as the Environment Fund stipulated in the proposed Environment Bill. (2006)

The exercise termed “performance budgeting” during which Ministries and the Government review the national budget is done annually during the period of March – May. An important aspect is an assessment of the value and effectiveness of development assistance to the country’s economy and the public sector’s services. As national budgets mainly provide for development and maintenance of human resources and institutions, the increase described above in human and institutional resource allocations committed annually to biodiversity work was a natural consequence of these annual reviews.

2001 Planning

Samoa
 provided an inventory of financing biodiversity work.

A. GOVERNMENT ALLOCATION:

Government funding priorities are set out within the Statements of Economic Strategy (SES) produced every two years. Biodiversity Conservation does not feature specifically in current priorities which are education and health which have expanded to include agriculture and tourism development in the new SES 2000/2001, but its importance is as clear as the latter two largely depend on.

The SES highlights the importance of two planning tools: Sector Strategic Plans which spell out the objectives, policies and strategies to be pursued in achieving sectoral development, and Corporate Plans which identify missions, structures and operational activities for Government Departments in carrying out their work. Feeding into these two types of plan will be a key way of achieving the actions identified in this National Biodiversity Strategy.

The budget allocations to the following four agencies are the most relevant to the implementation of this strategy:

B. DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENT & CONSERVATION:

The Government allocation to the lead agency responsible for the conservation of native biodiversity, the Division of Environment and Conservation, to coordinate and implement environmental and conservation programmes was SAT1.48 million in 1999/2000. This was reduced by 19.7% from 1.84 million last year, but represents a 51% increase overall since 1996/97. Biodiversity and National Parks current budget allocation was $488, 413 ($531,694 in 1998/99) or about five times greater than 1996/97. Revenue generated by the Division through the sale of posters and educational material is $860,000 a 26% increase compared to 1998/99 and 105% increase since 1996/97.

C. MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTS, FISHERIES & METEOROLOGY:

The current allocation to MAFFM has increased to $7.5 million from $7.3 million last financial year. The MAFFM generates revenue of $459,060, 30% higher than the previous year and 142% increase compared to 96/97, much of it generated from biodiversity-related areas such as Quarantine, Animal Production and Breeding (Farms), Hydrological services and Fish Market services.

D. MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS:

Most of the current allocation of $1.2 million for Internal Affairs goes on Rural Development for both Upolu and Savaii, as well as Village Competition and funding of Access Roads to plantations. Activities like the former may contribute to biodiversity conservation but the latter threatens some remaining forested areas.

E. SAMOA VISITORS BUREAU:

The Government’s tourism agency, the Samoa Visitors Bureau has a current allocation of $2.5 million and collects additional revenue of $61,000. Most of this allocation is used for Destinational Marketing & Promotion, with other areas funded including Hospitality Training and Development Planning.

F. FUNDING OF NGOS:

Two NGO’s with a primary focus on biodiversity conservation are the “O Le Siosiomaga Society Inc.” (OLSSI) and Faasao Savaii.

OLSSI received the bulk of its project funding from the Swedish Government, dispersed through an NGO in Sweden, though this was phased out at the end of 1999. An annual allocation of $100,000 -150,000 was mostly used to foster developments in specific villages (Tafua, Faala, Salelologa and Aopo on Savaii) in return for the protection of their rainforests. Activities included setting up of beach houses and public conveniences along beach areas, establishing a District hospital and school buildings, the replanting of coconut and timber trees which the village could carve or build furniture with to sell, and setting up trails up a crater and into “cloud forest”. OLSS also manage a conservation area project at Uafato in Upolu funded by the South Pacific Biodiversity Conservation Programme SPREP.

The Society is based in Apia and has functioned as an environmental lobbyist. It has also developed several small income-generating projects with the goal of making the organisation sustainable, such as manufacturing recycled paper. Funding from the Canada Fund was used to produce a collection of environmental tapes on a vast range of topics, a book of medicine using local herbs and trees, and photography of local scenes, all of which generated revenue. Its most recent project is the setting up of a “Sleep Unit” where people with obstructive apnea can receive treatment.

Faasao Savaii is a village-based NGO and its current annual project budget is $64,500. Of this $21,000 is allocated for a Tree Planting Campaign Project which involves growing and distributing seedlings, along with educational and awareness programmes on the importance of sustainability management of forests. $16,500 is allocated for education programmes on home and land management, utilisation of local materials and recycling. $27,000 is allocated for Eco-Tourism primarily to raise awareness of this topic.

Three other NGO’s contribute directly to biodiversity conservation. Komiti Tumama [Women’s Development Committee] has developed a project recycling plastic bags for village women to make handicrafts. It has contributed to annual “Clean Up the World” campaigns with each participating village Women’s Committees receiving $100 from that project.

In 1995, the DEC assisted the Komiti Tumama with an amount of $2,742 to run several workshops on environment issues with their members.In 1994, the South Pacific Commission provided $5,000 programme planting trees used for handicrafts and food.

Women in Business has several projects which seek to empower women and develop new sustainable businesses, both of which should bring biodiversity conservation benefits. A Bee-keeping project involving 36 villages is funded by Canada Fund ($57,079 tala) and FAO (US$10,000 in 1997). A Coconut Oil Project initiated in 1997 with funding from Canada Fund of $169,000 tala involves two villages in Savaii and four in Upolu and exported 4 tonnes of oil within the last 12 months obtaining a revenue of around $30,000 tala. NZODA awarded a sum of $50,000 NZ for a feasibility study and analysis of the oil.

They are now pioneering another project aimed at reviving the weaving of the finest Samoan mats.
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