Biodiversity Spending in Tonga
2010 Reporting
Tonga
 reported the following:

1.5.3.1. Lack of operating funds 
Most Ministries have no specific vote for biodiversity but for the purpose of this review they have provided an estimate of the amount they estimate is spent on biodiversity related projects. It was noted that Tonga has experienced very slow economic growth since 2006 which may have contributed to the low level of budget allocation to relevant Ministries. Considering inflation, the allocation for biodiversity has, in real terms, decreased over the past years. At the time of this review, Ministries were trying to cope with an 18% cut in their recurrent budget. This event had basically removed everything except money for salaries and wages only.
3.2.4. Lack of Government Financial Support 
There have not been any funds allocated in the Govenrment of Tonga Annual Budget to assist the implementation of the Biodiversity objectives, since the inception of the NBSAP in June 2006. This is a follow through from absence of direction from the National Plan on biodiversity issues. The lack of financial support also affected areas of scientific research, conservation programs, and managing and monitoring parks and reserves. To make matters worse government agencies are not eligible to apply for implementing grants, like GEF Small Grants, which are freely available to the private sector.
Ensure Provision of Adequate Resources 
Objective 8.5: To build partnership with key local and international organizations to support the implementation of NBSAP. 
This objective is regarded as achieved due to efforts made by the Civil Society and NGOs in developing good relationships with reliable international financial sources like GEF Small Grant, NZAID/PEF, PoWPA and CEPF, for implementing their biodiversity programs. The lack of funding in the government sector is a threat to biodiversity and the availability of these funds to members of community helped alleviate this problem. The community has no defined agenda or restriction by sectoral policies, they are guided only by the objective that they are set up to achieve. 

The total effort of the Civil Society in securing funds for its biodiversity projects for year 2009 totalled about US$350,000. Tonga Community Development Trust acquired about US$ 65,000 for their 2010 projects on endangered birds’ species.
Civil Society Projects
	Project Number 
	Project Name 
	Grantees 
	Starting Date 
	Total Grant amount (USD) 
	Donor 

	TON/SGP/OP4/CORE/07/01 
	Mitigating Climate Change Impacts in Ha’apai 
	Tonga Community development Trust 
	May-09 
	$ 50,000.00 
	GEF/Core 

	TON/SGP/OP4/CORE/08/01 
	Tatakamotonga Coastal Protection and Muinahafu Community Based Conservation Area 
	Kalapu Kolokakala Inc 
	Sep-09 
	$ 50,000.00 
	GEF/Core 

	TON/SGP/OP4/CORE/09/01 
	Protecting Eua's Biodiversity 
	Eua Youth Congress 
	Dec-09 
	$ 50,000.00 
	GEF/Core 

	TON/SGP/OP4/CORE/09/02 
	Lagoon for Generations 
	Halaleva Free Wesleyan Youth 
	Mar-10 
	$ 50,000.00 
	GEF/Core 

	TON/SGP/OP4/CORE/09/03 
	Fonuatanu Tree Planting 
	Lapaha Women in Development group 
	Mar-10 
	$ 50,000.00 
	GEF/Core 

	TON/SGP/OP4/CORE/09/04 
	Youth Conservation & Environmental Stewardship 
	Tonga National Youth Congress 
	Apr-10 
	$ 50,000.00 
	GEF/Core 

	TON/SGP/OP4/NZAID/09/01 
	Kolovai's Climate Change Nature Calling Project 
	Kalapu Toa Ko Pouvalu 
	Mar-10 
	$ 49,270.00 
	NZAID/PEF 

	Total Grant approved (USD) 
	$ 349,270.00 


	TON/SGP/OP4/CORE/10/02 
	Strengthening of Community-based resource management effort in Ovaka Coastal Special Management Area (SMA) 
	Ovaka Coastal Community Management Committee 
	Apr-10 
	$ 2,000.00 
	GEF/Core 

	TON/SGP/OP4/CORE/10/03 
	Strengthening of Community-based resource management effort in Átata Coastal Special Management Area (SMA) 
	Atata Coastal Community Management Committee 
	Apr-10 
	$ 2,000.00 
	GEF/Core 

	Total Planning Grant approved 
	$ 6,000.00 

	TON/SGP/OP4/CORE/10/04 
	Strengthening of Community-based resource management effort in Felemea Coastal Special Management Area (SMA) 
	Felemea Coastal Community Management committee 
	April 
	no planning grant 


Tonga Trust Projects

Tonga Community Development Trust Projects related to Biodiversity Conservation in Tonga
	Project Title 
	Timeframe 
	Aim/Scope 
	Achievement/Output 
	Cost (USD) 
	Donor 

	1. Community consultation on Tonga’s Important Birds Areas (IBA) 
	Aug – Oct 2007 
	Objectives: 1. to identify, inform and engage governmental and civil society stakeholders in Tonga regarding the IBA process; 

2. to undertake provincial government and community visits to three priority IBAs – Niuafo’ou, Vava’u and Ha’apai 
	- community workshops conducted in Vava’u, Ha’apai, ‘Eua and Niua’s visiting Tongatapu to raise awareness on birds conservation needs 

- Report submitted to Environment Consultants Fiji based on community consultation and priorities (appended as part of the Final Report of Tonga’s IBA to Birdlife International). 
	$5,500 
	Environment Consultants Fiji 

	2. Development of Model Species Recovery Plans in Tonga 
	Jul 2009 – Dec 2010 
	Goal: To secure the population of globally threatened species in Tonga. 

Objective: To develop e model species recovery plan, focus initially on malau (Polynesian megapode) and later on other threatened species in Tonga. 
	- Review Report of work undertaken on protection of Niuafo’ou megapode 

- draft communication strategy 

- species survey and community-based survey yet to be conducted (April/May 2010) 

- Recovery Plan to be developed (August 2010) 
	$50,000 
	Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund 

	3. Development and declaration of Protected Areas for Megapode in Niuafo’ou and 

(to be confirmed) 
	Jul 2009 – Dec 2010 
	Goal: To improve management and protection of Tongan Megapode as one of the endemic and endangered species of land birds in Niuafo’ou. 

Objective: To engage the people of Niuafo’ou in developing, implementing and monitoring of effective management options for the protection of the Tongan Megapode from depletion. 
	- community workshops to discuss co-management options with GoT (April 2010) 

- identify and support the development of a sustainable alternative livelihoods project (April – July 2010) 

- facilitate development of policy, legislative and effective co-management mechanisms (November 2010) 
	$15,000 
	PoWPA though MECC 
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