Albania
Albania’s planning document
 used the following criteria for defining the priority issues:

· Critically endangered species and habitats of global, regional, or national importance;

· Habitats / ecosystems distinguished for their high endemism or biodiversity;

· Habitats or species at risk of total extinction; 

· Habitats or species for which appropriate protection and management would lead to local or national economic and education benefits; 

· Endangered species or habitats because of the use of Inappropriate practices, but which could be improved through policy adjustments; and

· Actions/deeds that might lead to appropriate economic, social, and ecological choices.

The document realized the need for cost-benefit analysis of biodiversity.  To date, man has not adequately taken into account the environmental costs associated with natural and biological resources exploitation. Only when forced to pay for and/or repair the damages or the loss to the environment and biodiversity has society become aware of their real value. This concept has only recently begun to be implemented in Albania.  Cost-benefit analysis for the protection and preservation of biological diversity, and the benefit from its use and preservation, must be used to avoid non-economic and non-sustainable practices and policies. Cost-benefit analysis is an instrument, which should be increasingly used in the future for decision-making in sector policies, as well as for conservation practices.

The document noted that the work to be carried out for BSAP implementation includes: dialogue and co-ordination processes; identification and securing of financial resources; reducing economic barriers to biodiversity preservation; finding and implementation of the proper mechanisms; project support; and monitoring. For poor countries like Albania, investments for nature protection, in comparison with other sectors, receive less attention. Still, it Is imperative important that modern states not only exploit these resources, but also, preserve, protect, and rehabilitate them for future generations. It is the duty of the central and local government, scientific and research institutions, NGOs, and other to convince international organizations and donors to invest in Sustainable nature protection and the improved management of landscape and biological diversity in Albania. Some of main financial sources can be: GEF/World Bank; UNESCO; Ramsar Convention; UNEP; European Union; IUCN; WWF; REC for Central and Eastern Europe; and Econet Fund (EUCC, EURONATUR, Euro Sites).
Creation of a Biodiversity Special Fund from the State and its administration in the interest of biodiversity protection would be another instrument, which could be established to guarantee financial support of the CBD and BSAP implementation process. Support of identified projects and those to be identified and prepared in the future in the framework of the Implementation of the BSAP is necessary to achieve CBD objectives. The GEF will be contacted together with other donors to make possible preparation and financing of a national project for biodiversity based on the priority actions identified in the BSAP. The general meeting to present the BSAP to the Government and donors will serve as a step to identify and secure support for the BSAP.  The BSAP is not the final act. It can change and must change together with the changes in the country. It must adapt to the new conditions created as part of the economic and social development of the country. BSAP preparation is the first important step along the long and challenging road to preservation and sustainable management of the country’s biological and landscape diversity — the wealth upon which our common future depends.

Financial planning
Albania (1999)

For poor countries like Albania, investments for nature protection, in comparison with other sectors, receive less attention. Still, it Is imperative important that modern states not only exploit these resources, but also, preserve, protect, and rehabilitate them for future generations. It is the duty of the central and local government, scientific and research institutions, NGOs, and other to convince international organizations and donors to invest in Sustainable nature protection and the Improved management of landscape and biological diversity in Albania. Some of main financial sources can be:

GEF/World Bank;

UNESCO;

Ramsar Convention;

UNEP;

European Union;

IUCN;

WWF;

REC for Central and Eastern Europe; and

Econet Fund (EUCC, EURONATUR, Euro Sites).

Albania (2007b)

The chapter about “Financial Resources and their Use” of the law on forest defines the financial responsibilities for the forest property as follows (Art. 35): “The forest service is responsible for the administration of the property and of the incomes realized by the economic activities in the forest and pasture sector, according to the dispositions of this law and other legal and sub-legal acts in force”. According to the law (Art. 36): “The financial sources of the forestry sector shall be provided by: i) Budget of the Republic of Albania, ii) Internal sources; iii) Different donors and grants. 

These sources are further specified as follows: (Art. 37): ”The internal sources of forests and pastures are provided by: i) Sale of timber, fuel wood, hunting, pastures, forest and non-forest products and other related services; ii) Leasing or transfer in use of forest and pasture surfaces; iii) Giving professional licenses; iv) Technical assistance and projects designed by the forest service person; v) Fees, fines and sequestrations; vi) Incomes obtained by renting parts of infrastructure, buildings or other means in the property of the forest service; vii) Incomes generated by taxes and fees obtained through tourist activities, hotels, restaurants, sport activities, etc., in the state forest fund (including protected areas).

Based on the sources of income listed above, the Forest law provides clear structures for the distribution of the funds. It stipulates that “incomes created in forests and pastures, public property shall be divided between the state budget and DGFP according to the legal dispositions in force. They shall be kept in a special bank account.” (Art. 38) They shall be used as follows (Art. 39): a) Salaries and social insurance of the forest staff; b) operational costs; c) Investment in forests, pastures, protected areas and forests with special functions. Internal sources are used for investments in forests, pastures, protected areas. At national level, 30 % of the income generated remains in the state budget (out of which probably 10 % are provided for the Ministry of Agricultural). The remaining 70% are returned to DGFP for investment.
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