Barbados
Barbados’ planning document
 indicated that macroeconomic policies strongly influence the way in which biological resources are used and the level of emphasis that is placed on their conservation.  For example, macroeconomic policies that emphasize tourism investment encourage the acquisition of land in coastal areas for the construction of tourism facilities.  This may result in the degradation of coastal ecosystems and the species that inhabit them.  These policies may also indirectly encourage the conversion of agricultural lands in more rural areas to residential development because of higher land prices in the already more developed areas of the country. While biodiversity conservation does not mean an end to development, it does require changes in the macroeconomic environment to encourage the use of environmental economics as an analytical tool in determining the costs and benefits of certain types of development.
Objective 1: To mobilize adequate financial resources for the management and conservation of Barbados’ biodiversity

Strategy:  Develop mechanisms for funding the conservation and management of biodiversity, ensuring that the costs of protection are equitably shared. 

Actions 

1.
Define and implement a specific mandate for negotiating with financial and technical assistance agencies in the regional and international arenas to fund NBSAP project priorities.  This initiative will entail creating and filling the positions of Fund Raising Specialist and Assistant in the Ministry responsible for the environment. The responsibilities would include the submission of suitable projects to the Global Environment Facility. [H]

2.
Allocate additional Government funds for biodiversity conservation and management. 

3.
Establish appropriate user fees for biodiversity resource users (for example, hoteliers, fisherfolk, SCUBA operators, tour operators).  

Implementing Institutions and Agencies

Ministry of Physical Development and Environment
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