Belarus

Belarus’ national action plan
 included a list of most important measures for the implementation of the basic provisions of the national strategy. The section on sources and ways of attraction of capital investments and technical resources provided for:
· Attraction of foreign financial and technical assistance for the development and implementation of priority projects in the sphere of preservation and sustainable sue of biological diversity.
· Establishment of a long-term project financing system within the framework of the National Action Plan by creating the Ecological Fund and/or the State Ecological Bank.

An ecological bank may become an organizer of the targeted and well-ordered flows of ecological investments required to solve ecological problems. This bank must be opened under the auspices of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection. The main part of the bank capital should be constituted by ecological taxes and allocations, on the one hand, and by the profits raised as a result of the production of ecologically clean products due to the introduction of environment-friendly technologies, on the other hand.

The basis of the ecological capital in Belarus is the forest, water and mire and wetland systems. Their practical significance goes far beyond Belarus. Our "wood-water-mire" specific attracts attention of the world community to the problems of sustainable development of the European continent. Therefore, the basis for a stable financing of specially protected territories containing unique ecological values should be established at an international level. The international ecological rent may be the basis for this. An extra-government fund for the conservation of the genetic resources of the Earth and wild life could play a decisive role. Belarus should participate actively in international efforts to create such a fund.

National Action Plan for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity in the Republic of Belarus

Creation of ecological and economic backgrounds for the regulation of conservation and use of biological diversity

Regulation of the use of flora and fauna through introduction of the principle of ecological rent and fees for the use of natural resources.

Tangible incentives for the conservation and sustainable development of biological diversity on the basis of an economic evaluation of biological resources and determination of the true value of the ecological capital.

Expansion and perfection of the incentives mechanism for the environmentally sound activities (economically justified unit prices for work related to environmental protection, financing and crediting, insurance of ecologically unsafe technologies and products, etc.) for legal entities of all forms of property.

Evaluation of the ecological damage resulting from economic activities and natural calamities.

Ecological examination with due account of projected and planned solutions and approaches to the problem of implementation of biological diversity conservation activities.

Ecological improvement of scientific and technical activities and optimum use of natural resources in various social and economic sectors

Water Management and Land Development

Change in the structure of capital investments for land reclamation so as to reduce the damage and ensure conditions for the conservation of biological diversity.
The second planning document
 presented a list of 89 activities, and one of them was on working out proposals on attracting international technical assistance to fulfill the projects aiming at conservation and sustainable utilization of biological diversity by Ministry of natural resources, Ministry of forestry, National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus. Other relevant provisions are:
4.
Developing and approving methods of cost estimate of ecosystems services and cost estimate of biological diversity.
5.
Developing suggestions on forming an ecological and economic mechanism of stimulating conservation of biological diversity and ecosystems sustainable functioning based on ecological rent and target budget financing.
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