Bhutan

Bhutan first prepared its Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP I) in 1998, second (BAP II) in 2002 and BAP III was finalized in 2009. The BAP I
 examined international cooperation programs in biodiversity conservation, and explored several funding ideas: Technical and policy exchange with Costa Rica; Debt for nature swaps; Pursue active follow up of the BAP with donor community; Strengthen and support family planning and other population planning activities; Ecotourism; Non-timber forest products; Bioprospecting; Carbon storage; Ecosystem services.

BAP II
 provided an overview of institutional framework and further elaborated certain funding ideas such as to encourage and augment international cooperation in biodiversity (technical and policy exchange with Costa Rica, debt for nature swaps, and active follow-up of BAP II with donor community), ecotourism (marketing and market survey, information, training, infrastructure, policy reforms), non-timber forest products, bioprospecting (potential benefits of bioprospecting for Bhutan, precautionary measures to be considered, preconditions for an effective bioprospecting program - biological/scientific knowledge and effective bioprospecting laws and regulations), carbon storage (fuel-wood offsets, reforestation), ecosystem services.

BAP III
 updated institutional arrangement (central government agencies, Dzongkhag and local community institutions, independent/non-governmental organizations, corporations, international cooperation), and identified the funding actions for several areas: identify funding needs for Wangchuck Centennial Park, Khaling Wildlife Sanctuary, Phipsoo Wildlife Sanctuary and Torsa Strict Nature Reserve, and accordingly mobilize requisite funds in coordination with the Ministry of Finance; identify funding needs for the priority biological corridors, and accordingly mobilize requisite funds in coordination with the Ministry of Finance and GNH Commission; mobilize funding and human resources for implementation of the approved conservation management plans in the priority conservation areas and implement the conservation management plan. Bioprospecting included development of a comprehensive biodiversity policy and legal framework, systematic documentation and protection of traditional knowledge associated with biodiversity, development of institutional mechanisms and technical capacity for bio-exploration, development of regional/international collaboration for bioprospecting. Sustainable Nature Tourism strategy included: Enhancement and systematization of sustainable nature tourism products in Bhutan, develop markets for sustainable nature tourism in Bhutan, develop capacity for implementation and inter-institutional coordination of national sustainable nature tourism programme.
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