Botswana

Botswana’s first planning document

 had a section on financial mechanisms and finance in place for biodiversity related activities.  Limited funds and access to funding is probably the biggest limiting factor affecting biodiversity related activities. Donor funding for environmental NGOs has been drastically reduced in the last couple of years, and government funding for environmental activities is also limited. Procedures to obtain existing funding from donors and government are also lengthy and complicated. Funding of biodiversity and ecosystem conservation measures should be seen as an investment into the future, as our biological resources are the foundation of many livelihoods. Biodiversity and the environment can also be used to generate funds, i.e. through tourism and recreation activities and through user charges. It is important that there are mechanisms in place to channel these funds back into activities, which support biodiversity, and environmental conservation activities.

The actions to achieve target included: develop funding mechanisms and funding guidelines for biodiversity activities, e.g. reinvest biodiversity charges towards conservation and rehabilitation in line with the proposed Environmental Fund under National Development Plan 9; extend legal requirements to include the “polluter pays principle” and extend to reasonable levels of rehabilitation of destroyed habitats, and combine with adequate enforcement mechanisms; through the national accounts, provide sufficient financial means to ensure good curation and maintenance of invaluable national ex situ and in situ genetic collections.  Outputs/products included: biodiversity charges account for deposit of pollution charges, Environmental Impact Assessment charges for biodiversity conservation and research use; biodiversity fund and guidelines for use; legal framework enforcing the polluter pays principle and habitat rehabilitation; funding for appropriate curation of national collections.
The document also had a section on sustainable financial provisions for implementation of the BSAP and biodiversity programmes ensured.  Financial resources are needed for the implementation of the BSAP. Each ministry will be responsible for ensuring that BSAP activities are included in the national and development planning processes to secure funding for implementation by government institutions. The BSAP should also be used to guide donor funding. Actions to achieve target included: review existing financing mechanisms and prepare funding strategy for BSAP related project, including donor funding proposals; strengthen existing biodiversity financing mechanisms if necessary, communicate national biodiversity and environment priorities to external donors, and proactively seek funding for BSAP projects; update and revise estimates of required financing; develop guidelines for biodiversity joint ventures including the private sector and NGOs. Outputs/products were: funding strategy; detailed ministerial BSAP budgets; government biodiversity priorities and funding proposals submitted to donors; finance estimate; joint venture guidelines. 

The Action Plan is a large scale planning tool providing indications of actors, timeframes and cost implications of the proposed activities. Indicative cost estimates were based on manpower and infrastructure requirements.  The total cost was estimated at a total of 331,125,000 Pula (=US$43.377 million).
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