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Funding
The implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategy involves a range of monetary and nonmonetary costs, including direct costs and indirect costs. 
Direct costs include costs relating to government, private sector and NGO personnel, research, infrastructure and other resources needed to implement the components of the NBS. 
The indirect costs or opportunity costs are in terms of diminished or eliminated activities and investments to be made for the conservation of biodiversity. These indirect costs shall be borne by producers and consumers primarily. For example, the true opportunity cost of agricultural production should be suspended in areas that necessarily must be protected, or the costs associated with investing in technologies and production methods that are sustainable.

With regard to direct costs for the financing of plans and projects arising from the National Biodiversity Strategy, the following sources and mechanisms will be established:

1. Government funding and contributions and loans from international cooperation, as the main sources of funding for biodiversity conservation in Ecuador.

2. Strengthening the operation of research centres and specialized working groups, through a transparent financial mechanism through which companies interested in using living modified organisms or access to genetic resources contribute to and sustain the operations of investigation centres.

3. Prioritizing the economic valuation of goods and services generated by protected areas, and making transparent the cost of fees for access and use thereof (e.g., licensing, visitor entrance fees, rights of use of designs and images, patents of operation).

4. Diversifying the revenue base of the National Protected Areas System from promoting the use of sustainable resource areas (e.g., nature tourism), the provision of environmental services and commercial sponsorship. Ensuring the revenues generated by protected areas to be invested in the conservation of sites and in the community development inside and adjacent to protected areas.

5. Analysing the real potential of implementing alternative financing strategies such as debt for nature swap, global environmental services, collection of donations, domestic and international investment in the private sector, among others.

Other sections also discussed financing, such as:

· Develop mechanisms for long-term financing. It should be noted that the restoration processes are long term and it is necessary to provide administrative and financial stability to these projects, and in particular monitoring and maintenance measures (such as thinning of plantations, damage control and monitoring).

· Form local structures to coordinate with user groups and relevant government agencies to participate and contribute in the planning and implementation of the restoration process. Seek support from international cooperation and specialized international organizations (IUCN, WWF, Conservation International, and the Nature Conservancy, among others) for the partial financing of pilot projects, and encourage contributions from local user groups benefiting from restoration.

· Explore and evaluate mechanisms for financing long-term process of restoration of degraded ecosystems. Develop legal rules that make restoration mandatory for those who alter or degrade components of the country's biodiversity, and produce information materials and training for citizenship.

· Also investigate private investment incentives, possibly related to the sale of environmental services of restored ecosystems and nondestructive productive activities. 

· Finally, explore the possibility that the National Environmental Fund (FAN) develop a product of long-term financial support to cover the recurrent costs of ecosystem restoration.

· Identify the following sources of funding:

1. Attracting international financial resources to unmet regions, ecosystems, species, key sectors or groups: debt-for-nature, lump sum payment for environmental goods and services (e.g., carbon sequestration, royalties for the use of genes) and collecting donations.

2. Inter-sectoral transfers of tax revenues obtained from environmental goods and services (e.g., electricity generation in hydropower plants, payment of damages and environmental risks) to finance public sector work in specific regions, ecosystems, sectors.

3. Domestic and international private sector investment in business related to the use of biodiversity and conservation of prioritized areas, ecosystems and species. For example, cost sharing, tax deduction, sponsorship and advertising, voluntary donations.

4. Private investment of the productive sector in the management of resources and technological development to achieve sustainability of productive activities.
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