Italy
Italy’s planning document
 had a section on funding mechanisms for the implementation of the Strategy. Since no specific financial instruments for biodiversity exist to date to implement the Strategy, the governance used for various sectoral policies will have to be strengthened, particularly by improving coordination and complementarity between financial instruments at a national and regional level, taking into account biodiversity and environmental costs in the allocation of funds.

Partnerships will also have to be established between the public financial sector and the private sector, thereby improving awareness and participation of the economic players involved.

This process should be followed up by a thorough check on the effectiveness of existing financial instruments in order to optimize resources and properly address future programs.

To that end, the Strategy can serve as a unitary reference framework to coordinate ordinary and additional financial resources and address priority measures.

Annex I provides a brief analysis of the current financial instruments.

Based on the above, the Joint Committee will have to take action in the appropriate venues to increase the financial resources that are needed to implement the Strategy. This activity should primarily focus on the following aspects:

· in a way to ensure that a specific Axis is established in the future direction of the EU regarding the Rural Development Program providing exclusive support to Natura Network; the Axis should include specific measures not only to assist farmers but also territorial efforts to support the conservation and restoration of degraded ecosystems;
· envisaging the development of “payments for ecosystem services” (PES), through regulatory and implementing arrangements, calling for a reform of the current financial instruments and the possible creation of new ones, so that the main ecosystem services provided by biodiversity can be accounted for through a tariff system, thereby providing specific investments aimed at maintaining the efficiency of resources that in this way can be reproduced;
· promoting the creation of a “National Foundation for Biodiversity” that can also collect donations to co-finance the drafting and implementation of Action Plans for Biodiversity as a matter of priority.

Annex. The current funding instruments

Currently the main sources for funding of conservation of Biodiversity are available through different instruments related to the ordinary resources of the central government and regional budgets and additional resources, represented by the Structural Funds, Fund for Agricultural Development, Fund for the fishing and the Framework Programme for research. A minor portion is also played by the EU LIFE + as an additional and complementary tool.

In the 2007-2013 perspective, it was decided to not create a specific fund for biodiversity at Community level, since most of the co-financing has been channeled through existing funds, with the aim of improving rural, regional and marine development across the EU. Moreover, the sustainable use of resources and the strengthening of synergies between environmental protection and economic growth are strongly encouraged in the context of the Lisbon Strategy.
In this perspective, therefore, the national and regional development programs, supported by EU funds, have been prepared for the period 2007-2013, which are included among the beneficiaries of finance, including biodiversity, especially with regard to the ERDF (National Strategic Framework and its Regional Operational Programmes) and EAFRD (NDP, RDP and the National Program for the National Rural Network to fund assets).

The accessibility to funds for projects related to biodiversity was also provided in the Operational Programmes concerning additional national resources (FAS Resources for underdeveloped areas). In particular, the Operational/Implementation Programmes for Interregional Cultural, Tourism and Natural Attractions provide a direct role of the MATTM and financing of actions for the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity. In this context it is crucial to highlight the contribution that the National Strategic Framework 2007-2013 can provide to the implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategy, linking the actions under the different Areas of Work of the same strategy with the priorities set by the NSF.

The NSF, the result of the comparison between the different levels of government and the economic and social partners and the subject of Community Decision of 13 July 2007 - the implementation arrangements which were defined by the CIPE resolution n. 166/2007 - directs resources of cohesion policy in the areas of the South and in the Centre-North. In its general approach, but especially in the articulation of its priority themes, great importance is placed - and thus substantial financial resources is provided in - Priority 5 "Enhancement of natural and cultural resources for attractiveness and development" and Priority 3 "Energy and environment: sustainable and efficient use of resources for development ", which in turn identifies actions with a strong positive impact on the quality of the environment, which also produce significant effects on biodiversity.
In addition to these actions explicitly aimed at protecting the environment, further action is then identified and addressed to integrate environmental aspects in the implementation of other priorities.

Another aspect outlined in the NSF, relevant to the protection and enhancement of biodiversity, is about consistency and complementarity between cohesion policy and rural development policy. 
Between the lines of action identified by the rural development policy aimed at safeguarding biodiversity, there are in fact measures improving the environment and the countryside, pursuing "the development of an integrated human resources, natural and cultural, including landscape and quality production ", but especially providing a connection for the actions of different relevance" that contribute to the protection of biodiversity (including forests), the conservation of soil and water resources; activation of bioenergy, to safeguard management and planning of landscapes, habitats and cultural identity (in the nature of public goods). " 

In this context, the NSF involved valuing the assets that is supported by the EAFRD, and made available, for example by creating supply chains based on the production of bioenergy and economic sectors around the park area.

Development of National Financial Plans for Biodiversity
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Since no specific financial instruments for biodiversity exist to date to implement the Strategy, the governance used for various sectoral policies will have to be strengthened, particularly by improving coordination and complementarity between financial instruments at a national and regional level, taking into account biodiversity and environmental costs in the allocation of funds. Partnerships will also have to be established between the public financial sector and the private sector, thereby improving awareness and participation of the economic players involved.

This process should be followed up by a thorough check on the effectiveness of existing financial instruments in order to optimize resources and properly address future programs. To that end, the Strategy can serve as a unitary reference framework to coordinate ordinary and additional financial resources and address priority measures.

Annex I provides a brief analysis of the current financial instruments.

Based on the above, the Joint Committee will have to take action in the appropriate venues to increase the financial resources that are needed to implement the Strategy. This activity should primarily focus on the following aspects:

· in a way to ensure that a specific Axis is established in the future direction of the EU regarding the Rural Development Program providing exclusive support to Natura Network; the Axis should include specific measures not only to assist farm ers but also territorial efforts to support the conservation and restoration of degraded ecosystems;

· envisaging the development of “payments for ecosystem services” (PES), through regulatory and implementing arrangements, calling for a reform of the current financial instruments and the possible creation of new ones, so that the main ecosystem services provided by biodiversity can be accounted for through a tariff system, thereby providing specific investments aimed at maintaining the efficiency of resources that in this way can be reproduced;

· promoting the creation of a “National Foundation for Biodiversity” that can also collect donations to co-finance the drafting and implementation of Action Plans for biodiversity as a matter of priority.

Annex I

Currently the main sources for funding of conservation of Biodiversity are available through different instruments related to the ordinary resources of the central government and regional budgets and additional resources, represented by the Structural Funds, Fund for Agricultural Development, Fund for the fishing and the Framework Programme for research. A minor portion is played also by the EU LIFE + as an additional tool and complementary.

In the 2007-2013 perspective, therefore, evaluated at Community level having the opportunity to not create a specific fund for biodiversity, most of the co-financing has been channeled through existing funds, with the aim of improving rural development , regional and sea across the EU. Moreover, the sustainable use of resources and the strengthening of synergies between environmental protection and economic growth are strongly encouraged in the context of the Lisbon Strategy.

In this perspective, therefore, have been prepared for the period 2007-2013, the national and regional development programs, supported by EU funds, which are included among the beneficiaries of finance, including biodiversity, especially with regard to the ERDF (Strategic Framework national and its Regional Operational Programmes) and EAFRD (NDP, RDP and the National Program for the national Rural Network funding of assets).

The accessibility to funds for projects related to biodiversity was also provided in the Operational Programmes concerning additional national resources (FAS Resources for underdeveloped areas). In particular, the Operational Programmes / implementation Interregional Cultural Attractions, Tourism and Natural provide a direct role of the MATTM and financing of actions for the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity.

In this context it is crucial to highlight the contribution that the National Strategic Framework 2007-2013 (NSRF below) can provide the implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategy, linking the actions under the different Areas of Work same strategy with the priorities set by the NSF.

The NSF, the result of the comparison between the different levels of government and the economic and social partners and the subject of Community Decision of 13 July 2007 - the implementation arrangements for which were defined by the CIPE resolution n. 166/2007 - directs resources of cohesion policy in our country is in the areas of the South is in the Centre-North. In its general approach, but especially in the articulation of its priority themes, places great importance - and thus provides substantial financial resources - Priority 5 "Enhancement of natural and cultural resources for attractiveness and development" and Priority 3 "Energy and environment: sustainable and efficient use of resources for development ", which in turn identifies actions with a strong positive impact on the quality of the environment, which also produce significant effects on biodiversity.

In addition to these actions, explicitly aimed at protecting the environment, then identifies and addresses further action to integrate environmental aspects in the implementation of other priorities.

Another aspect outlined in the NSF, relevant to the protection and enhancement of biodiversity, is about consistency and complementarity between cohesion policy and rural development policy.

Between the lines of action identified by the rural development policy aimed at safeguarding biodiversity, there is in fact improving the environment and the countryside, pursuing "the development of an integrated human resources, natural and cultural, including landscape and quality production ", but especially provides a connection for the actions of different relevance" that contribute to the protection of biodiversity (including forests), the conservation of soil and water resources; activation of bioenergy, to safeguard management and planning of landscapes, habitats and cultural identity (in the nature of public goods). "

In this context, the NSF involved valuing the assets that the policy is supported by the EAFRD, make available, for example by creating supply chains based on the production of bioenergy and economic sectors around the park area.

In the table below show the relationship between the work areas identified in the National Biodiversity Strategy and some of the priorities of the NSF.

BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY- NSF COMPARATIVE TABLE

	 AREAS OF WORK
	NSF PRIORITY

	Species, habitats, landscape
	PRIORITY '5: Enhancement of natural and cultural resources for attractiveness and development

	Inland waters
	PRIORITY '3: Energy and environment: sustainable and efficient use of resources for development

	Marine environment
	PRIORITY '3: Energy and environment: sustainable and efficient use of resources for development

	Infrastructure and transport
	PRIORITY '6: Networks and links for mobility and transport infrastructure

	Urban areas
	PRIORITY '8: Competitiveness and attractiveness of cities and urban systems

	Energy
	PRIORITY '3: Energy and environment: sustainable and efficient use of resources for development; PRIORITY '7: Competitiveness of productive systems and employment

	Tourism
	PRIORITY '5: Enhancement of natural and cultural resources for attractiveness and Development; PRIORITY '7: Competitiveness of productive systems and employment

	Research
	PRIORITY '2: Promotion and dissemination of research and innovation for competitiveness; PRIORITY '7: Competitiveness of productive systems and employment


(2009)

3.4. To ensure financial sustainability of protected areas and national and regional systems of protected areas.

(See also section II.A.4 of the Report.)

For 2007, bearing in mind the funding available to the environmental administration, the normal fee to be paid to the National Parks Agency to cover administrative costs and to pursue the primary objectives of protecting nature and biodiversity and promoting the principles of sustainable development was determined by defining fee apportionment criteria.

For each Agency, the normal fee was divided into two portions, the first of which was earmarked to cover fixed costs (personnel, operating costs, etc.) and the second was calculated to take into account specific local parameters (the area occupied by the National Park, the altimetry and extent of areas of total reserve), administrative criteria (the number of communes in the protected area, the population, the distance from the Parks Agency and the communes), and efficiency criteria (both administrative and socio-economic) such as the availability of programme documentation – the Land Use Plan and Regulations, the Multi-Annual Economic and Social Plan, accounting documents, and the Accounting Regulations – cash on hand.
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