Japan

Japan’s planning document
 contained a section on cooperation for developing countries. 

The Official Development Assistance (ODA) Charter decided by the Cabinet in August 2003 was set up with “pursuing environmental conservation and development in tandem” as one of its four principles of ODA implementation, while positioning “addressing global issues” as a priority issue. In the “Environmental Conservation Initiative for Sustainable Development (EcoISD)” announced in 2002, “conservation of the natural environment” was positioned as one of its priority areas.

Based on these policies including the Initiative, the government will positively contribute to conserving global biodiversity through the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in developing countries.

In practice, the government lends positive support in various aspects of drafting, formulating and implementing plans on the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, fostering human resources, and preparing facilities. It also supports the conservation and management of nature reserves, forest conservation, prevention of desertification, research, prevention of the impact of climate change on biodiversity, and natural resources management, in an effort to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and contribute to worldwide conservation of biodiversity in cooperation with developing countries.

4.1 Cooperation for capacity building for environmental issues

(Current Situation and Challenges)

Because socioeconomic and technical problems including population growth, expanded economic activities and poverty, together with environmental problems are global issues, many countries face difficulties in properly conserving biodiversity by themselves. The capacity building to handle environmental matters must therefore be practiced comprehensively.

(Specific Measures and Policies)

· To enhance the comprehensive capacity of organizations and people to deal with problems concerning the environment, the government will promote the development of human resources in developing countries, including building the capacities of environment-related technologies, as well as extending cooperation for institution-building and providing equipment. (MOFA)

· To help developing countries develop their own capacities, the government will select projects for extending its cooperation from a long-term perspective, promote cooperation with particular importance given to the participation of stakeholders, both in the decision-making process for setting priorities and in implementing target projects, engage in joint efforts to enhance implementation capability, and promote environmental education to raise awareness about environmental problems. (MOFA)

4.2 Considerations for the environment

(Current Situation and Challenges)

Even though developing countries have a substantial need for assistance in the environmental sector, they tend to put higher priority on development projects; consequently, local needs in the environmental sector are not reflected in specific project proposals. Therefore, the government will promote giving incentives for environmental conservation.

(Specific Measures and Policies)

· The government will promote giving incentives for environmental conservation and raising environmental awareness, through a policy dialogue, various forums, and other appropriate cooperation schemes. (MOFA)

· The government will support projects in which appropriate environmental considerations are fully taken into account, in order to promote the integration of economic growth, poverty reduction and environmental conservation by incorporating environmental considerations into all development plans and individual projects, and address the environmental problems in developing countries. (MOFA)

4.3 Promoting cooperation under a comprehensive framework

(Current Situation and Challenges)
Japan’s experience in overcoming environmental problems and its valuable know-how on coping with biodiversity issues, and building an administrative system and society in harmony with nature have been accumulated by a broad range of entities, including local governments and enterprises. Based on this standpoint, the government will effectively promote international cooperation by collaborating with these entities and using Japan’s scientific technology in monitoring, data analysis and counter-approaches.

(Specific Measures and Policies)

· The government will promote cooperation by positively promoting collaboration with other forms of cooperation in these fields, among international organizations, local authorities, the private sector, NGOs and others. (MOFA)

· In order to solve regional and global environmental problems, the government will cooperate in this field based on broad and comprehensive frameworks that effectively synthesize various methods of cooperation. One example would be combining cooperation where support measures are provided intensively in one particular place with that provided for wider regions. (MOFA)

· The government will more effectively and efficiently promote international cooperation in environmental fields including biodiversity based on EcoISIJ, in view of the need in developing countries, the trends of international society regarding biodiversity, such global issues as climate change, and thereby more effectively and efficiently promote international cooperation in environmental fields including biodiversity. (MOFA)

· The government will promote, in cooperation with the ODA, international cooperative research aimed at practical measures based on the needs of developing countries, and applicable to global problems in the environment field including the area of biodiversity, in order to acquire new information that will contribute to solving these problems, improve the standards of scientific technology, foster human resources in developing countries, and improve their problem-solving capabilities (MOFA, MEXT)

4.4 Contributions for global environment conservation in the fields of agriculture, forestry and fisheries

(Current Situation and Challenges)

To achieve higher production and income amid population growth and poverty, developing countries were forced to engage in resource-stripping production activities including excessive cultivation or grazing. As a result, land and water resources have been degraded, and environmental problems such as desertification have occurred on a global scale, thereby raising concerns about the deterioration of biodiversity. These global environmental problems are threats to the survival of individual human beings beyond national borders, and international society must therefore cooperatively cope with those problems.

The world’s forests are rapidly decreasing and deteriorating due to the conversion of forests into agricultural land, illegal logging, wildfires and excessive grazing, especially in tropical rain forests where a diverse variety of many species on earth live. Each year from 2000 to 2005, about 12.9 million ha (about 7.3 million ha or equivalent to one-fifth of Japan’s total land area, excluding increases afforded by afforestation) of F forests were lost. Such a large-scale reduction of forests is one major factor causing a crisis in global biodiversity, and cooperation must be promoted for conserving and creating forests in developing countries.

Marine resources are sustainable, and the proper conservation and management of marine resources are responsibilities imposed on coastal states by the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. Marine resources are also important from the standpoints of securing for the nation a stable supply of fishery products and conserving biodiversity.

While there are negative international opinions against the bycatch problem involving sharks, sea turtles and even sea birds, and against tuna longline fishing and trawl fishery on the high seas because of fishery’s impact on biodiversity in abyssal seas, the Convention on Biological Diversity made moves to establish marine protection areas on the high seas, coupled with efforts to manage living marine resources under international trade controls imposed by the Washington Convention, thereby demonstrating the importance of continued support for developing countries not only from the perspective of conserving biodiversity but also from that of ensuring the conservation and sustainable use of living marine resources on a scientific basis.

(Specific Measures and Policies)

· By using Japan’s experience and knowledge at home and abroad, the government will promote international cooperation for sustainable agriculture, forestry and fisheries, and positively contribute to global environmental conservation efforts such as preventing desertification, ensuring the sustainable use of water resources, and measures to address global warming. (MOFA, MAFF)

· As bilateral cooperation, the government will implement technical cooperation via JICA and promote sustainable forest management in developing countries. (MOFA, MAFF)

· As multilateral cooperation, the government will promote projects aimed at promoting sustainable forest management, such as measures against illegal logging in developing countries, by funding the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) (MOFA, MAFF)

· The government will conduct basic research and technical development to promote sustainable forest management in developing countries, and measures to prevent global warming such as REDD. (MOFA, MAFF)

· As multilateral cooperation in fisheries, the government will promote projects aimed at promoting international resources management and fishing village development for sustainable fisheries, by funding the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC). (MAFF)
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