Lebanon
Lebanon
 estimated total cost for strategy implementation at US$21.1 million based on planned actions: US$2.575 million for short term activities, US$9.1 million medium term, and US$9.425 million long-term.

The strategy implementation included an action to explore and implement funding arrangements for both priority and long-term activities identified in the strategy and action plan, with such indicators as national budget allocation and foreign source funding.

Under the theme of agrobiodiversity, the document contained measures to develop incentives, taxation measures and penalties and impart financial dimension to agrobiodiversity in order to monetarize benefits from conservation. The indicators include: increase in funds allocated to agrobiodiversity research work; studies underscoring the financial gains from agrobiodiversity conservation; contact with bioprospecting companies.  Under the theme of in-situ conservation, measures included to collect entry fees, and reduce prices for local population. Under the theme of international cooperation, actions were to review bilateral and multilateral development and technical assistance programs related to biodiversity or having biodiversity components, and prepare a framework for optimum participation; and ensure that all development assistance agencies with programmes in Lebanon are aware of the Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, and develop a framework for inter-ministerial co-ordination to prevent conflicting externally supported development activities.
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Budget (Thousand Dollars)

	Ecosystem 
	Short 
	Medium 
	Long

	Terrestrial 
	700 
	500 
	550

	In-situ 
	350
	
	875

	Fresh water 
	275 
	300 
	100

	Marine 
	200 
	1250 
	4900

	Agro-biodivesity
	850 
	6050 
	2000

	Urban 
	200 
	1000 
	1000

	Total 
	2575 
	9100 
	9425


2009

Resources availability

To date, many activities for the implementation of the Convention and the NBSAP are done through projects financed mainly by the GEF and to certain extent by other donors (FFEM, EC-life Third Countries). However, the financial resources are still inadequate to effectively implement the NBSAP and for coordination and monitoring of activities in the field of biodiversity. Furthermore, there is a lack of human resources to cover all the themes and programmes of the CBD and a need to further adequate scientific capacities to support all the objectives.

Target 11.1. New and additional financial resources are transferred to developing country Parties, to allow for the effective implementation of their commitments under the Convention, in accordance with Article 20.

Ensure that all development assistance agencies with programmes in Lebanon are aware of the Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan, and develop a framework for inter-ministerial co-ordination to prevent conflicting externally supported development activities.

Explore and implement funding arrangements for both priority and long-term activities identified in the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan.

Being a developing country, Lebanon is continuously exploring means to mobilise financial resources from international donors namely the GEF, FFEM, EC-life Third Country allowing the execution of projects for the implementation of the NBSAP and the Convention. The budget mobilised till present for projects on biodiversity is estimated about 10.4 Million USD.

Until now, the main international funds mobilized aimed at the execution of the following biodiversity related projects: enabling activities projects for biodiversity and biosafety, protected areas related projects, agrobiodiversity project, projects related to sustainable hunting and protection of migratory birds species and recently a project on mainstreaming biodiversity consideration into medicinal and aromatic production processes and a project on safeguarding and restoring Lebanon’s woodland resources.

Three is a need for more financial assistance to Lebanon to allow the effective implementation of the Convention in all biodiversity areas mainly in the areas where studies and activities are still lacking in Lebanon such as: marine and fresh water ecosystems, ex-situ conservation, alien invasive species and taxonomy.

Lebanon, as developing country, is constantly exploring assistance programmes to implement the provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Project proposals are being continually prepared to mobilize necessary financial resources from international donors in the biodiversity field. So far many biodiversity related projects were implemented through international funds mainly from the GEF and to certain extent FFEM and EC-life Third Country. The total budget mobilised till present from international donors to implement various projects related to biodiversity which contribute to the implementation of the objectives of the CBD is estimated about 10.4 Million USD (covering biodiversity and biosafety enabling activity projects, protected areas projects, Agrobiodiversity and medicinal & aromatic plants related projects, projects related to hunting and protection of migratory birds, safeguarding and restoring Lebanon’s woodland resources.)
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