Lithuania
Lithuania’s planning document
 had a section on financing and international assistance. Implementation of the Action Plan requires financing. If there is a wish to implement Action Plan during ten years, the sum of 11.2 million litas will be required (for priority actions - 3.1 million litas) or 1.1 million litas per year (for priority actions - 0.3 million litas) based on 1997 estimates. Required funding for implementation of action plans is illustrated below. Possible sources include allocations from state and municipal budgets, state and municipal nature conservation funds, forest fund, international funds, organisations and governments, and private capital.
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Figure. Distribution of financial resources for implementation of the action plan

The state budget for landscape and biodiversity protection and fish resources breeding and protection programmes in 1995 and 1996 was 403,100 litas ($100,800) annually (19.6% of the total funding for environmental programmes). Annual funding for ecological monitoring was 439,400 litas ($109,850) from which a major fraction was allocated for environmental quality monitoring and 155,100 litas ($38,770) was used for environmental education and publications. Approximately the same allocation is planned for future years. In 1996 allocations for landscape and biodiversity conservation were reduced almost by half and in 1997 - almost by four times of those in 1994, which is inadequate for biodiversity conservation activities.

Means for implementation of Action Plan from state budget can be allotted as many as it will be foreseen in the state budget of corresponding year. Therefore, when preparing annual Action Plans for conservation of biodiversity, sources of finance will be concretized or terms for implementation of Action Plan will be prolonged. Certain elements of the action plans can be financed from state and municipal nature conservation funds. In addition municipal institutions fund the identification and inventory of biological values. Non-governmental institutions involved in the implementation of different actions in biodiversity conservation field can receive funding from various international organisations and state funds.

International assistance. Not all the problems of biodiversity can be solved by Lithuania alone. Protection of many aquatic ecosystems (Nemunas River, Curonian Lagoon, Baltic sea) and others is impossible without international cooperation because of their geographical position. Problems and goals can thus be divided into local, regional and global. For example, eutrophication or catastrophic climate events most often occur at regional or global level. In order to reach regional and global goals international agreement and cooperation is necessary. The goals of this strategy and action plan have been divided into 5 categories, accordingly different levels of decision.

Table.
Evaluation of the strategy goals according to the of decision

	Level of decision making

	Goal
	Global
	European
	Baltic region
	State
	Local

	Geosystem level

	G1    
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	G2
	
	
	+
	+
	+

	G3
	
	
	+
	+
	+

	G4
	
	
	
	+
	+

	G5
	
	+
	+
	+
	+

	G6
	
	
	
	+
	+

	G7
	
	
	
	+
	+

	Ecosystem level

	E1
	
	+
	+
	+
	+

	E2
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	E3
	
	
	+
	+
	+

	E4
	
	
	+
	+
	

	E5
	
	
	
	+
	+

	E6
	
	
	
	+
	+

	E7
	
	
	
	+
	+

	E8
	
	+
	
	+
	+

	Species level

	R1
	+
	+
	+
	+
	

	R2
	
	
	+
	+
	+

	R3
	+
	+
	+
	+
	

	R4
	+
	+
	+
	+
	

	R5
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	R6
	
	
	
	+
	+

	R7
	
	
	
	+
	

	R8
	
	
	+
	+
	

	Genetic level

	V1
	
	
	+
	+
	

	V2
	
	
	
	+
	+

	Ex1
	
	
	
	+
	

	Ex2
	+
	+
	
	+
	

	Ex3
	
	
	
	+
	

	Ex4
	
	
	
	+
	

	Ex5
	
	
	
	+
	

	Ex6
	
	
	
	+
	


Immediate implementation of the Action Plan without the assistance of foreign governments and organisations (mostly financial, but also technical) is unrealistic. Large scale projects of landscape and biodiversity protection began only in 1996 and were financed by EU PHARE and the Danish Government. Projects that have begun or are under preparation include: landscape and biodiversity conservation in protected areas, plans for the Nemunas River Delta regional park, implementation of Curonian Lagoon regional management project, and comprehensive management of Lithuanian coastal areas.

International assistance is needed for the preparation of broad biodiversity studies in Lithuania. The country biodiversity study is one of the main documents necessary for implementation of the Convention on Biodiversity. Foreign assistance would be useful for the organisation of bioecological protection in the Nature Frame areas, for preparation of action plans for conservation of rare and endangered species, and wetlands protection and restoration. Foreign funding would be helpful for implementation of various projects, such as a biodiversity conservation plan for the Eastern Aukðtaitija region and a feasibility study on establishment of Daugai Regional Park.

The assistance of international specialists is necessary for the establishment of economic regulatory measures providing privileges for inhabitants of protected areas, compensation for losses caused by limiting economic activity within the habitats of protected species, incentives for complying with protection rules, compensation for damage caused by wild animals, etc. Such measures will be successful only if financial resources are made available.

Lithuania has no experience in repurchasing land and forest from private owners. Regulations for acquisition of land and forest are needed. Under the Law on Protected areas, the Government has the priority right to purchase land and property in national and regional parks but it has no resources to do so. It is necessary to establish a fund for acquisition of land and forest in protected areas. Such funds could be used to ensure conservation within current and proposed protected areas, including compensation to former owners in order to maintain state ownership.

There is an obvious lack of publications on biodiversity and protected areas in Lithuanian, English and other languages. Reference books containing legal acts and their interpretation are needed by specialists in various areas. Foreign assistance could considerably improve the availability of useful publications.  The document further presented a list of the main projects requiring foreign assistance. Together with foreign experts a standard project could also be prepared for biodiversity conservation of the Eastern Aukðtaitija region. Projects of this type have not yet taken place in Lithuania. Methods for regional studies of biodiversity must, therefore, be established. On this basis a biodiversity conservation strategy and action plan of the Eastern Aukstaièiai region could be prepared.
� Lithuania (1998). Biodiversity Conservation Strategy and Action Plan, Environmental Protection Ministry, Vilnius, 1998, 108 pp.
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