Mongolia

Mongolia
 provided the following:
4.3. Seek finances from all possible sources in order to implement the Biodiversity Conservation Action Plan for Mongolia

(a) Government funds

Conservation of biodiversity is necessary for the sustenance of Mongolia’s society.  Considerable sums of money will have to be allocated for biodiversity conservation activities in order to achieve the program outlined in this plan. Money invested well in biodiversity conservation will be recouped later. Government has an obligation and a practical need to allocate sufficient funds for biodiversity conservation.

Article 33 of the Law on Environmental Protection requires that environmental and biodiversity conservation be adequately budgeted for by central and local governments. However only a very small percentage of the governments’ budget is presently allocated for biodiversity conservation. The budget must be increased as a necessary investment in the future.

Additional funds for conservation should be raised by earmarking at least a percentage of fees, taxes, and fines such as from:

· commercial sales of timber

· grazing licenses

· mining permits

· tourist licenses and permits

· protected area entrance and use permits

· airport taxes

· firearms and ammunition taxes

· hunting and fishing licenses
· fines for pollution, poaching, timber theft, and violations of permits and licenses.

Action 1

Study the means for increasing revenue for biodiversity conservation and make conclusions on the best mechanisms.

Action 2

Establish the necessary legislative and administrative mechanisms, to implement the conclusions.

(b) Non-government funds

Donations from individuals, companies, and organizations can be an important source of funds, labor, goods or property. Some donations are ear-marked or intended for specific conservation activities. Others are available for general environmental or biodiversity conservation. The General Environmental Protection Fund and the Endangered Species Fund are at present administered by the Ministry for Nature and the Environment.

Action 3

Encourage the interest and participation of Mongolia’s citizens in biodiversity conservation, promote and facilitate donations’ to conservation funds, and make open to the public the details of how the funds are spent.

(c) External sources

Assistance under the Convention on Biological Diversity is available to pay for the “incremental” costs of conserving Mongolia's biodiversity. This means that funds can be applied for to pay for conservation activities over and above those necessary for Mongolia's own sustainable development, which contribute to conservation for the benefit of the global community. Funds from individual donors (people, organizations or nations) and multinational donors have to be applied for with well reasoned proposals. The problem with the form of some donations is that they are not recurring. Mongolia urgently needs long-term secure funding for various key conservation activities. By its very nature, biodiversity conservation is a long-term activity and to be successful requires guaranteed long term funding. A Biodiversity Conservation Trust Fund endowed with sufficient capital to produce an annual income to finance key activities would bear extremely profitable results.

Action 4

Prepare detailed proposals for external funding considering carefully the global benefits of maintaining Mongolia's ecosystems and biodiversity in their relatively unspoiled state.

Action 5

Establish the Mongolia Biodiversity Conservation Trust Fund to fund selected key activities.
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