Togo

Togo’s strategy
 had an objective to develop mechanisms for mobilizing financial resources for funding action to conserve biodiversity. To strengthen the capacity to mobilize financial resources, the National Action Plan for Environment has recommended the creation of a National Fund for the Environment (FNE), a fund with multiple windows. The fund should be designed to have autonomy and operational independence and combine the flexibility, simplicity and speed with rigor, competence and impartiality in investigating and accepting cases for funding. Procedures are put in place to ensure transparency in the management and objectivity in decision making. FNE should mobilize internal and external resources. Measures should be taken in the framework law on the environment and the law establishing the Fund to decentralize funds better, make it very accessible to grassroots communities. The internal and external resources to be mobilized will be allocated to different windows for decentralized management of natural resources that fund activities relating to the conservation of biodiversity.

Mobilize domestic resources

The Togolese national budget had an annual allocation of funds to support for the environment as an expression of political will to protect the environment in accordance with the Constitution and the commitments under the various international conventions. The effort will be to strengthen this line and distribute to local communities and central services taking into account the needs expressed and retained in the National Programme for Environmental Management. It is important to take stock of taxation in Togo, to undertake a study on the possibility of establishing a new tax. One source may be constituted by:
1. taxes and administrative charges of pollution, spills, logging, agricultural, industrial, mining, energy and hotel (For example taxes and royalties on product charcoal, firewood, timber, poles, posts, palm wine, flower, game, cotton, coffee, cocoa, cattle transhumance, fish products, phosphate, limestone, sand, gravel and so on.);

2. charges on services to support the burning of cleared plots at the community level based on a flat rate per invitation;

3. discounts on hunting licenses, the ports of a firearm;

4. resources from ecotourism or visitation rights of landscaped parks, tourist sites, the organization of days marked by the environment of the games;

5. the effective implementation principles "polluter pays" principle and ecological debt such as royalties on annual technical inspection of vehicles, significant sources of pollution in cities;

6. sum of individual contributions to be applied by type of actor, by category or class of citizens;

7. taxes in the form of tolls to be introduced soon on national roads.

Under the law of 11 February 1998 on decentralization, in particular Articles 245, 246, 247, a range of taxes is expected to feed the coffers of local governments, among which there are taxes directly on the environment. It should however be noted that in the absence of implementing legislation for the above-mentioned law, these taxes remain theoretical.

Different sectoral funds in the field of environmental protection will be merged into the National Fund for the Environment. It will take into account the environmental component in the programs and / or projects of all departments. Also, it will therefore receive and manage delegated component "Environmental Protection" of all other funds that are not specifically in the field of environment. For example, the Road Maintenance Fund (FER) may have an environmental component that will be delegated to the FNE, one of FER’s essential missions.

Mobilize external resources

Innovative sources to explore are the debt conversion and relief. In legal terms, the debt conversion clause has been mentioned in the various negotiations on various conventions and agreements on foreign debt. In addition, the structures undertaking the process exist within the Ministry of Economy and Finance.  In the framework of the "Heavily Indebted Poor Countries" (HIPC) to which Togo will be eligible, the Ministry for the Environment will enter the field of environment and in particular the conservation of biological diversity as an area for priority sectors in the definition of beneficiaries of debt relief.

· The strengthening of financial resources to fund actions to conserve biodiversity: is to improve the sustainability of the recovery of recurrent costs of the effort to conserve biological diversity, including sponsoring agencies, through:

· ▪ To improve and / or maintaining the eligibility of countries to external financing, which involves on the one hand the implementation of enabling activities, on the other hand the maintenance of a socio-political and governance in line with international requirements (this is also one of the prerequisites NEPAD).

· ▪ The creation of a financial instrument such funds, to management and allocation transparent and secure funds for environmental conservation.

· ▪ To enable the internal fiscal and quasi relating to the environment, the use of goods and ecosystem services, and mitigation of environmental impacts (polluter pays principle).
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