 (2007)

Nature Protection Act (Official Gazette 70/05), Article 61

It is prescribed to stimulate the conservation of endangered wild taxa, indigenous domesticated taxa and endangered habitat types, and to provide financial incentives and other incentive measures for the protection and conservation of biological and landscape diversity, and particularly for stimulating the management that recognizes and enforces biological and landscape diversity conservation measures not harmful to nature, as well as for granting compensations to legal and natural persons who owing to protection of biological and landscape diversity suffer from respective constraints or damages. The programme of incentives has been envisaged but it has not been established yet.

Legislative regulations provide for incentive measures, but the system of incentives has not yet been implemented in practice. The indicators of the state of biodiversity are also under development. The Croatian Environment Agency has taken charge of developing a proposal of a national set of indicators as well as coordinating the harmonisation procedure at the national level. In 2005, the proposals of the national sets of indicators related to specific themes were made, including biodiversity, air pollution, agro -environmental indicators, soil contamination and degradation indicators, inland waters -sea, waste -material flows.

Based on the Act on State Subsidies for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (Official Gazette 87/02, 117/03 82/04, 12/05) and the Act on State Subsidies (Official Gazette 140/05) as well as the Regulation on amendments of the regulation concerning the method and conditions of the implementation of the production stimulation scheme, the income support scheme and programme of conservation of Croatian native and protected breeds (Official Gazette 124/03, 159/03, 20/04, 42/04, 54/04, 91/04, 150/04), incentives are provided for autochthonous breeds carried out by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management according to the selection of the Croatian Livestock Centre.

Certain local governments provide incentive measures from their own budgets, for example Zagreb County implements measures to stimulate rural development through the conservation and planning of particularly valuable landscapes and breeding of autochthonous varieties and breeds.
� Croatia (2007). Third National Report, Nature Protection Directorate, Ministry of Culture, 7 February 2007, 195 pp.
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