Environmental fiscal reforms

Estonia
 (2005)

Landowners having land within protected areas where economic activities are restricted or forbidden are granted land tax exemptions. Tax exemptions are applied to nature conservation support.  An important incentive measure is the pause in timber cutting during the nesting period of birds agreed by the State Forest Management Centre.

Private contributions amounted to 10 Mill. EEK in 2002 and 8 Mill. EEK in 2003

Most international organizations and foundations do not have biodiversity conservation as their priority. It is, therefore, difficult to assess to what extent these activities contribute to biodiversity conservation;

In a Forum of Donors which communicate their own strategies for grant allocation for NGOs, 32% of the donors are development agencies, 18% are bilateral donors, 16% are multilateral donors, 16% are private donors and 18% public foundations

Estonia
 (2008)

Plan for the ecological tax reform

The tax reform plan could be brought out as and example of positive surprise. The reform plan supports the concept of nature’s capital including the biodiversity, stresses that natural resources and ecosystems cannot be fully replaced by produced goods and the critical issue is following the precaution principle while formulating the policies, and ensuring the sustainability of ecosystems by protecting the biodiversity. Major development strategies to be considered are brought out, including several directed towards preservation of biodiversity.
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