(2003) 

Several incentives are in different stages of development, and have different degrees of application concerning biological diversity. These include agri-environment incentives for farmers to adopt long-term fallow practices, to develop organic farming, to reduce over-grazing, to promote integrated pest management and to reduce water consumption for irrigation.
Other policies for the conservation of biodiversity are implemented through actions that include indirect incentives (scientific research, public awareness, education).

The main sector addressed is agriculture and forestry, and to a lesser degree tourism. Disincentive measures are applied in other sectors e.g. the gas tax affecting transport and the industry, and the water pricing policy.

Main areas of planned application are agriculture, forestry, environmental technology, protected areas management. 

The following case study has been submitted to the to the OECD Working Group on Economic Aspects of Biodiversity concerning : Incentives for the Conservation of the Nesting Grounds of the Sea Turtle Caretta caretta In Laganas Bay, Zakynthos, Greece. ENV/EPOC/GEEI/BIO(99)5/FINAL

Direct Incentives (in-cash), include incentives for adoption of organic crop farming methods,. 2006 in place, Incentives for adoption of organic animal farming methods.(Advanced stage of development), Incentives for preservation of extensively grown crops that are threatened by genetic pollution, ‘new ‘, incentives to control pollution caused by nitrogen. 

Direct Incentives (in-kind), include provision of electric fences to beekeepers, provision of guarding dogs to animal farmers for the protection of the brown bear (Ursus arctus).  in place)

Indirect Incentives include -
Measures for the conversion of coppice forests to high forests ( in place),incentives for promotion of agrotourism activities ( in place), incentives for promotion of ecotourism activities (Advanced stage of development), public awareness, education

The following policy documents include proposals for actions concerning the implementation of incentive measures: 

-
Strategy for agricultural development and restructuring of the countryside (framework in place; specific incentive measures)

-
Master plan for the Natural Environment (advanced stages of development; no specific incentives, only measures of a general nature)

-
National Strategy for Wetland Resources (framework in place; proposals for incentive measures under the EU Agroenvironmental Regulation (1257/99))

(2008)

Measures covers a large field of instruments including both monetary incentives (agri – environment incentives for farmers, tax incentives etc) and non monetary incentives (research, public awareness, education etc).

Direct Incentives (in-cash), include incentives to adopt organic crop and animal farming methods (Advanced stage of development), incentives for preservation of extensively grown crops that are threatened by genetic pollution, ‘new ‘, incentives to control pollution caused by nitrogen. 

Direct Incentives (in-kind), include provision of electric fences to beekeepers, provision of guarding dogs to animal farmers for the protection of the brown bear (Ursus arctus) (in place).

Indirect Incentives include measures for the conversion of coppice forests to high forests (in place), incentives to promote agrotourism activities (in place), incentives to promote ecotourism activities.

The petrol tax that is generated by charges to petrol is collected by the Ministry of Environment and used for activities, among others, dedicated to biodiversity
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