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Strengthening financial resources of biodiversity conservation CBD Art. 11

Under the conditions of a market-economy the commercialism of environmental conservation is a difficult task. Besides payment and forced payment of the production factors and prices of the consumption goods the real social value of the natural resources should also appear in the equation. (The Damager Pays Principle, the User Pays Principle.)

A system of interests is to be established appropriate to biodiversity, protecting both the economy and public interest. The use of well-defined management and farming is to be preferred and the related material background to be ensured. A general change in the way of looking is to be achieved in planning, economy and also in public perception and behaviour.

With privatisation the regulating role of the state is decreasing but the former regulations which fostered a nature destroying economy (for example, in water- and forest management, agriculture, game-management and reed-harvest) are to be adequately modified. The mechanism of incentives and supports should be elaborated for the non-profit and environmentally friendly ways of management (biofarming, ecotourism, etc.).

The permitting-controlling legislation may be supplemented by the means of fees, subsidies and price regulation. The charge for environment use (the term “charge for environment use” implies payment for the use of and load to the environment if the magnitude of load cannot be measured, but the load appears), tax allowances, environmentally friendly product qualification etc.

The maintenance of protected natural values and areas should also be promoted by providing state subsidies, tax allowances, and a credit-system enhancing an environmentally friendly economy. In the case of nature conservation prohibition or further agricultural and forest management restrictions the damage to the owner is to be compensated.

Additional tasks facing environmental policy involve the following: the elaboration of the economic regulation system for nature conservation, introduction of the practice of compensation as well as the exploration of the possible means and sources for funding initiatives and a consistent guarantee for their operation.

� Hungary (1998). First National Report on the Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 1998, 81 pp.





