1996 
(1996)

The main economic measures for supporting biodiversity in the agricultural landscape are:

* support of ecological farming by restoring subsidies which have been  reduced or cut;

* making official agreements on ecological farming, which should include limitations (on draining, landscape transformation etc.) to protect biodiversity in sensitive places;

* in areas of high biodiversity farming should be strictly regulated, and in special cases prohibited. Compensation for the losses which occur as a result should be available for individuals and enterprises;

* support of conservation of nests, rare species and habitats and other elements of biodiversity.

2002
(2002)

The Law on State Nature Resources (passed in 1991) obliges resource users to pay taxes to the state. The Governmental Resolution from 1995 (amended in 1997) sets the tax rates and prescribes the methodology for calculating the taxes. It links the taxes directly to the resource quantity extracted. The same resolution lays down the methodology for taxing the commercial fishing. The tax on fish resources, water and mineral resources are paid to the state budget. 

Fines for overexploitation of resources (e.g. over-fishing) as well as compensations for the damage caused to landscapes, and flora and fauna are paid into the State Nature Protection Fund (NPF). (est. in 1993). In recent years the revenues from taxes on natural resources have accounted from 0.5 % of the State budget’s total revenues. For resource use established limits the sanctions for the illegal use of forest resources, damage to forests and fines lived by the State Regional Forest Inspectorates are paid into the State budget.

Pollution charges are paid to the Environmental Fund for Investments (EFI) 

Quota for commercial fishing in the Baltic Sea and in the Curonian Lagoon, hunting of game mammals and birds are fixed annually by the MoE. Forest fellings and replanting are regulated according to the forest management plan.

The possible types of economic and social incentives for conservation and sustainable use of components of BD are been discussed. Actions to prevent or mitigate many of the factors affecting the BD are listed in the BCSAP.

Reviewing of legislation and economic policies to identify and promote incentives for conservation and sustainable use of components of BD is being discussed. 

Management of semi-natural ecosystems such as flood plains of river valleys (haymaking, cutting coppice) has been practiced in Nemunas River Delta regional park.
a) Incorporating market and non-market values of BD into policies, plans and programs, for example into national accounting systems or investment strategies has not taken place yet, but it is been discussed.
b) Relevant training and capacity building programs have not taken place, but there is an interest and need for that.

c) Incentive measures directed to conserve and use sustainably the BD have not yet designed, but many indirect measures, such as permitting, licensing, EIA are currently applied.

Research on market and non-market values of BD is been done at the Department of Economy of Vilnius University and in the Institute of Rural Economy.

2005

(2005)

Some biodiversity conservation and sustainable use of biological resources issues are integrated in Lithuanian Rural Development Plan and Good Agriculture Code. Agro – environmental schemes foresee management of semi – natural grasslands, establishing and management of buffer zones along the watercourses and water bodies. Rural Development Plan supporting local communities could serves as good incentive and enhance to incorporate conservation of biodiversity and sustainable use of biological components to other sectors plans and programmes.

There are only some. It has been draft the Regulation on the compensation of the loss due to the restrictions of economic activity in the protected areas. The Regulation foresees to compensate loss of income costs resulting from the total or partial restrictions. This compensation mechanism could be applied mostly for agriculture land, but in some case to forestry activities. In the end of 2004 the Government approved the compensatory order for the restrictions in forestry in the protected areas.

The incentives concerning payments are provided in the Rural Development Plan (Agro – environmental scheme) and the compensation of the loss of income due to the restriction of economic activity in protected areas. These payments are going to provide source of income for rural population which used intensive farming in the past. 

Actions undertaking and described in above section contribute to the achievement of all 4 major Goals of the Strategic Plan of the Convention.

Incentives will facilitate the implementation of Lithuanian Biodiversity Conservation Strategy and Action Plan.

The actions undertaken contribute to the implementation of the Millennium Development Goal 7 Ensure Environmental Sustainability.

One of the main obstacles for successful implementation of Article 11 in forests and especially in protected areas is lack of compensatory mechanisms and financial resources allocated for these purposes. 
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