Palau
Scuba Diving Fees

The Pacific island Republic of Palau charges a US$15 per person diving fee to the 60,000 to 80,000 divers who go there each year. Diving fees now generate about US$1,000,000 per year, which is used for maintaining Palau's PAs.

Palau’s planning document
 considered the theme (5) on sustainable economic development.
Vision: Sustainable economic development is mainstreamed into all sectors and at all levels thereby ensuring that economic development supports the preservation and protection of biodiversity. .

Goal: To provide an enabling framework within each State to facilitate long-term sustainable development and ensure that each each State is engaging and deriving the maximum benefits from sustainable economic development each community receives the benefits derived from the sustainable use of their respective resources.

Objective 1: National Tourism Unit established and actively promoting and educating the communities on the value and benefits of eco-tourism in Palau

1.1 Conduct a national program to define and promote support for community based ecotourism ventures.

1.2 Identify and expand the promotion of Palau’s eco-tourism product in local and foreign markets.

1.3 Train interested local communities and groups in eco-tourism related activities.

Objective 2: Increased economic incentives and capacity for community led sustainable eco-tourism development.

2.1 Provide government incentive packages for community based small business assistance programs focusing eco-tourism activities and facilities.

2.2 Increase public awareness on existing assistance programs geared at sustainable small business start-ups and expansion opportunities.

2.3 Increase capacity building training programs to Palauan entrepreneurs and small business management for interested individuals and start-up companies entering into small-scale community-based enterprises.

Objective 3: Reduce dependency on importation of foodstuffs.

3.1 Establish nationwide educational program in schools and community groups on the economic and health value of locally produced foods.

3.2 Review and update or lobby for the adoption of legislation regarding the imposition of additional taxes on imported non-essential food products.

3.3 Introduce incentive measures for the promotion of agricultural co-ops through assistance in the development, packaging, and marketing of locally grown and harvested foods.

3.4 Develop and introduce national legislation to establish health and sanitary inspection guidelines for locally produced and packaged foods.

3.5 Increase State government and community awareness of sustainable economic opportunities for local production of foodstuffs.
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