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Forestry: Exemption from the Land Tax for the gene reserve forests with voluntary long-term protection commitment in the new Act on Forests.

Various sectoral laws provides for incentives addressing specific purposes and objectives, for instance : 

· § 60 of the Act of The Act No. 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landscape Protection provides for Financial Contribution to the owner or manager of the land for maintaining or restoring species and natural habitats at a favourable conservation status. Financial Contribution is provided prior to implementing required management measures, and on the basis of the Agreement between the owner and the competent nature conservation body or authorised nature conservation agency. 

· § 61 of the Act No. 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landscape Protection provides for compensation for restrictions on common use of land. Procedure is outlined in the Decree of the Government of SR No. 184/2003 Coll. on the Method of Calculation and Compensation of the Property Loss Resulting from the Restriction of Common Cultivation (Use) at Land that is not a State Property. Compensation can only be claimed by non-state stakeholders, who are owners of the land and within 3 years period from either the date of approval of amended Forest Management Plan (in case of forest lands) or the 1st day of the year following after the year for which the claim is to be be submitted ( in case of agricultural land).
· Compensation of damages/ injuries caused by protected animal species (§§ 97-102 of the Act No.543/2002) is also possible but it is used not very often because of difficult proving process. 

· The Act No. 100/1977 Coll. on Forestry and State Forestry Administration sets up several incentive instruments for the sustainable forestry. Within last ten years the value of given incentives drop down to one tenth. The Act No. 217/2004 Coll. on Forest Reproductive Material gives a possibility of incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of forest reproductive resources. In 2004 this incentive was not given. 

· The Act No. 215/2003 Coll. on the Conservation of Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture introduces a commitment to contribute to the conservation of genetic resources but this provision applies only for agriculture. 

Since the entrance of SR into the EU financial support is available through EU Structural Funds (such as European Rural Development Fund) on the basis of sectoral operational plans.
 

For nature conservation activities the support is also provided under measure “Conservation and Restoration of Natural Environment”. Eligible areas of support are 

· nature conservation infrastructure , and 

· development and implementation of management plans for protected areas.

Total allocation for the period 2004 - 2006 amounts to 7,626 thousand EUR ( of that – 5,720 thousand EUR is from Structural Funds) .

Measure 5. “Agroenvironment and Animal Living Conditions” of the Agriculture and Rural Development Plan is a key measure for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

Other EU schemes, most particularly LIFE and INTERREG can be accessed for support as well.
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	16.Develop a widely applicable system of incentives for the conservation of biodiversity and sustainable use of its components
	3.Estimate values of ecosystem services in monetary terms 
	- the issue was addressed in a project on research, classification and application of the function of forests in the landscape carried out by the National Forest Centre in Zvolen 

	
	4.Incorporate consideration of economic values of biological resources and ecosystem services into planning processes on all levels 
	- a number of university departments and departments of the Slovak Academy of Sciences have worked on this issue
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