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Although they are not targets as such, there are several initiatives in the country going in that direction. Through the project BioTrade currently designing a program that pretends (INBio is the executive body), propose projects with value chains that are environmentally sustainable. It is expected that the program is set for Costa Rica in the next 2 months. It is expected that the program is set for Costa Rica in the next 2 months (Annex 12). Small Grants Program (SGP), GEF, maintains a portfolio of community projects (including indigenous territories) related to conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and rural community tourism, organic agriculture issues (organic beekeeping, conservation coffee, organic or sustainable, environmentally sustainable agroforestry systems, use of biodigesters, integrated farms, etc) (http://www.nu.or.cr/gef/). Other organizations also support such projects as Fundcooperación, and Costa Rica-Canada Foundation.

Economically and environmentally sustainable projects talking about are in development, but lack of awareness, develop indicators to measure the impact on an issue generally weak in the country.

Annex 12. Bio-Program Summary for Costa Rica.

Background:

Increased international awareness of environmental protection has resulted in an expansion of consumption committed to the conservation of biodiversity. The growing demand for organic production or for goods and services that use cleaner production methods and environmentally friendly and human health has been a result of this awareness. The sustainable market entry such trading differentiated products, is subject to compliance with the producers of a series of strict environmental standards.

For its part, the international market for goods and services based on biodiversity has been showing significant growth over the past two decades, supported by advances in biotechnology.According to estimates by different sources, natural products represent a value maderabales not traded in international markets between U.S. $ 30 and $ 60 billion per year, while extracts of medicinal plants reached U.S. $ 16.5 billion ( Murillo and Arias, 2005).

The pharmaceutical industry is estimated, placed on the market products based on biological resources amounting to approximately U.S. $ 300 billion. Ecotourism has become a major source of foreign exchange for biodiversity-rich countries such as Costa Rica and other Latin American countries, generating about U.S. $ 260 billion annually, is one of the most profitable in most countries and a good example of monetary and nonmonetary benefits associated with conservation of biological resources and broader distribution of economic benefits. International recognition for payment of environmental services, especially carbon capture and reduction, is generating annual revenues of nearly U.S. $ 33 billion (Murillo and Arias, 2005).

Latin American countries rich in biodiversity have great potential for the development of productive activities that articulate the objectives of conservation and commercialization of biodiversity resources, which has been called the bio. Have significant competitive advantages in natural resource endowments to generate development centers to improve the quality of life for residents through sustainable commercial use of these resources, without compromising their preservation and welfare of the communities associated . In this direction, the United Nations Conference for Trade and Development (UNCTAD, acronym in English) has been promoting since 1996 Biotrade Initiative, which seeks to harness the wealth and potential that tropical countries possess biological resources to position themselves in regional and international markets for goods and services derived from biodiversity.

The principles that guide the efforts of Biotrade fall within the provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). Aims to identify and improve national capacities of countries in Latin America that have the conditions to implement development programs in the area of bio.Under the framework of this initiative, we are promoting the development of national bio generated through participatory processes, which are interconnected by a network of national and regional support. Countries like Colombia, Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru already have this program, and are being developed as Brazil, Paraguay and Costa Rica.

The experience of countries where functional and the program has made significant progress in improving not only of a new institutional and legal framework that promotes the conservation of natural resources, but also in identifying a series of productive activities high potential for integration into international sustainable markets.

At the institutional level, the programs are run by national institutions that function as political and technical focal points with expertise and recognition in sustainable development.

The initiative involves not only economic benefits but also the development of national capacities for local community development and management of environmentally friendly technologies. The use of biological resources, such as dynamic axis of development, must transcend the short term, to give way to one based perspective on sustainable development and sustainable long term is just there lies the challenge of the initiative, how to find the meansinstitutional, national and international regulating and ensuring environmental sustainability and social use of biodiversity.

The Program in Costa Rica:

There is currently a draft proposal for the National Bio-Costa Rica (GNP), the result of a year of diagnosis, participatory workshops and meetings with representatives from different sectors.INBio is driven by technical focal point the Ministry of Foreign Trade at UNCTAD, with the support of SINAC.

The process for developing the program was attended by over 200 people representing civil society organizations, and industrial production sector and government entities. As products are Bio-definition has to Costa Rica, the principles and criteria under which will govern the program, three priority value chains (sustainable production of butterflies, rural community tourism and foliage) and a proposed structure of the program. It is further recommended that the GNP is owned and hosted by the Foreign Trade Promoter Costa Rica (PROCOMER) in partnership with SINAC. It also suggests the creation of an executive unit.

The program is designed for the country as an opportunity to be a pioneer in Central diversified trade in goods and services with added value biodiversity for the international market under the criteria of environmental, social and economic.

To start the program would require the development and formalization of an executive order that gives the political support, administrative and economic, the implementation of the executing unit of GNP and the signing of agreements with potential donors, among others.
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Developed by Vilma Obando, Katiana Murillo and Randall García, INBio.

Training of tourist guides:

Currently, the country's tourism guides are better prepared than in the past but there is a demand for new skills. There are a total of 751 accredited guides in the country from 1996 to2004. The ICT has a regulation that establishes three types of guides: the general, specializedand local (who live in a specific region but it has some empirical knowledge). To be accredited, a guide to lead a series of courses in their specialty, and other as customer service and first aidand can operate only in the languages authorized by this accreditation. Accreditation is granted or authorized by the National Training Institute and the companies that have tourist declaratoryare required to use only accredited guides.

Although the guide is now more specialized interpretation courses do not receive depending onthe tourist market that will serve. Nor is there a specific accreditation naturalist guide and dive guide or marine, nor facilitates the process of accreditation guidelines prepared in programs that are not of the INA, but do take into account these specialties (such as courses offered by the INBio ). By changing the profile of tourists to a more recreational visitors can get to claim akind of tourist entertainment guide, which currently does not exist (Morales, R. 2005.Comun.pers.).

It is important to train instructors and diving guides, snorkeling and observing environmentalmangroves and fragile marine ecosystems, as they produce large impacts, especially in reefareas and anchorage areas such as resource manipulation (Cubero , P. 2005. Comun.pers.).

As for the performance of tourist guides in the country, a survey conducted in national parksfound that the majority of tourists (57.9% of respondents) rated the guide as very good, 28% asgood, and 6.8% said it was very bad (Madrigal, R. 2005. Common. comm.).

Rural Community Tourism:

Since 2004 and due to strong pressure, the ICT offered more support to rural community tourism program, including it in its promotion and its system of awarding stars. He also statedrural community tourism as the fourth tourist product of Costa Rica, then sun and beach, ecotourism and adventure tourism.

The ICT assessed rural community tourism initiatives based on their manual categorization of hotels, with the result that many of these projects may choose one or two stars. Is continuing the process for awarding stars.

Groups have strengthened technical and financial assistance are being marketed throughnetworks such as ACT and COOPRENA. New adventure tourism packages as rural in natureand meditation have been well received by the national and international tourism. Agencies of the U.S. and Europe, mainly Germany, Italy, Spain and France, are including initiatives in theirproduct catalogs.

In the last ten years, the PPD, the promoter of this type of tourism, has invested about $ 2 billion in more than 50 projects of community-based tourism, with an average investment of $ 40,000for each group and close accompaniment later (Guereña, M . 2005. Comun.pers.).

The challenge of sustainable tourism

In 2005 the country received 1,679,051 tourists, about half of which came from the United States and Canada. This visitation was an increase of 15.6% compared with 2004 (ICT 2005).The foreign exchange generated by tourism industry continues to outperform traditional exportssuch as coffee, meat, sugar and bananas, achieving in 2004 the second most important contribution to GDP since 1994, a 7.4.

The number of rooms has also been increasing in the last ten years, totaling over 36,000 in 2004. Despite this growth in demand, sustainability concerns, especially for signs of saturation, posing significant destinations in the country and wilderness areas such as Monteverde andManuel Antonio, and the lack of research capacity in areas protected (Budowski, 2005pers.comm)

The country faces the challenge of complying with the provisions of the National Tourism Development Plan, which among several scenarios, choose the development of sustainable tourism centers as the most viable way to diversify tourism products and destinations withmedium-sized companies (50 to 100 rooms), for the promotion of tourism and nature-relatedactivities. The challenge is not to lose competitiveness to suffer overcrowding, as the averagetourist spending per day is tending to lose $ 100 to $ 80 (Budowski, 2005. Pers. comm.).

To adopt sustainable tourism concept that is growing worldwide particularly among more affluent consumers, it is necessary at some point limit the number of tourists who get to go through a targeted tourism and protect the environment (Roberts, 2005 . Com. comm.).

Currently only 59 hotels have the Certificate for Sustainable Tourism granted by the ICT (Monge, 2006. Pers. comm.), Which guarantees to the user that the hotel meets a set of environmental standards, cultural and social. In 2005, the program was also extended to tour operators.

There is a gap also in the development of new products and destinations where the cultural component also plays a key role with nature and encourage the concept of social responsibilityfor entrepreneurs to lead them back to local people something that gives tourism (Rodriguez,2005. Com. comm.)

Study shows major contribution to the national parks and biological reserves to economic and social development in Costa Rica

National parks and biological reserves generate various activities in the surrounding area that contribute to socioeconomic development. Besides the traditional contribution of tourism to protected areas by way of visitation, there are a number of activities that benefit a wide range of stakeholders, whose contribution in 2002 was approximately ¢ 334.128 million, equivalent to 6.1% of Costa Rica's GDP in the year 2002 (CINPE, INBio, 2004).

Chirripo national parks, Cahuita and Poas are clusters or development zones, in addition to providing environmental services for which they were created (protection of biodiversity, mitigation of greenhouse gases, water and scenic beauty), also favor development of new activities and opportunities in the socio-economic, and scientific research, tourism and the management and rational use of natural resources. These protected areas together contributed in 2002 alone a total of 11.4 billion colones: 2,219 million colones at the local level; 2.343 million colones at the regional level, and 6.863 million colones in the national (CINPE, INBio, 2004).

The protected areas were not created to alleviate poverty, although it should contribute to this, as is the case of income-generating tourism allows for both formal and informal economy (Araya, M. 2005. Comm. pers.).

The private tourism sector hand in hand with sustainable tourism in the country

In 2005, the private tourism sector in a process led by the National Chamber of Tourism, prepared a paper on the vision of the sector to develop sustainable tourism in the country based on the strategic priorities of the National Tourism Development Plan 2002-2010. These are: consolidation and diversification of tourism products in Costa Rica, strengthening and encouragement of activity for competitiveness, quality and certification and education and research, and corporate social responsibility.

The view from the premise that sustainable tourism will be the main engine of development in Costa Rica. The private sector raised in the document the creation of a National Tourism Council, chaired by the appropriate minister with the participation of the Ministers of Public Works and Transport, Environment and Energy, Public Security, senior officials of the Instituto Costarricense de Electricidad, the Water and Sewer, the Compañía Nacional de Fuerza y Luz and a broad representation of the private tourism sector.

It also notes the need to measure and document the impacts of tourism in order to haveconcrete data to negotiate with the different sectors and to develop mechanisms to monitormarket trends in Europe, Latin America and Central America.

It also raises the country back on tourism leadership econaturalista to stop being a pioneer andbecome a leader in nature and develop a sustainable tourism to which all types of tourism and the various sectors involved in tourism industry .

Given the saturation of traditional destinations, it also poses the establishment of new tourist routes based on cultural products, historical, culinary and new products of biodiversity, amongothers, as well as the extension of the Certificate for Sustainable Tourism to other sector activities and adjustment of educational tourism to real needs. Other aspects that are claimedare: improvement of road and airport infrastructure, security, legal, investment attraction and strengthening of tourism promotion.

As proposed implementation, there is the formation of a commission between private and public sectors to implement the plan and have a strategy for 2006, as well as the integration of a commission to monitor and evaluate the performance of the proposed strategy, coordinated byCANATUR (CANATUR, 2005).

Tourism in protected areas

Tourism in protected areas contributes up to 40% SINAC budget, but the visitor continues to receive in exchange a poor service and poor. On the other hand, said that less than 1% of that generated by tourism in the country, supports these areas. The challenge is whether the state protected areas need more tourism and better mechanisms to increase the contribution (Garcia, 2005. Comun.pers.). To meet this challenge, the Bank is willing to provide $ 20 million, negotiation and planning of the respective project began in 2004 and its approval must address the Congress.

Of the 160 protected areas available to the country, 32 are tourism (20%) and 6 (3.75%) intensively. 7 other protected areas are undeveloped tourism potential (4.38%). A total of 39 protected areas are part of the Sustainable Tourism Program SINAC, to be implemented with funds from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and has established a strategy for sustainable tourism planning and pricing in these areas and tourism development plans in the most renowned parks (SINAC-MINAE, 2006). The implementation of this program depends on the approval of the loan with the IDB to improve tourism infrastructure (SINAC-MINAE, 2006).

As advances in the planning process of this project subject to credit by the Bank during 2005 and ICT SINAC with financial support from the IDB itself, developed the basic studies. It aims to develop quality products according to demands of the tourist carrying capacity of the ASP and local communities, under international quality standards.

As a result of the studies established a methodology for tourism planning, which first broke the barrier and can integrate the institutional proposals of working together to offer complementary tourism products in and out of the ASP. The application of the methodology was conducted in a pilot phase in the Corcovado National Park, Manuel Antonio National Park and the National Park Braulio Carrillo. The results demonstrated the validity of the model, with a limited supply within the ASP, and investments in facilities and services outside of the ASP. The expectations of the managers of the ASP and tourism operators, were not contradictory as to the type of investment, so if you are stressed it was a necessary improvement in the quality of the product being offered, both in terms of the facilities, as the visitor's attention.

He highlighted the recognition that some of the ASP are no longer a geographical space into a brand. Tourist activity in places like Puerto Jimenez or Quepos revolves around the existence and the name of the protected area, where the private sector has developed the necessary investments to ensure a stay of tourists in the area several days beyond the properly used to visit the ASP. Kayaks, rafting, hanging bridges, snorkeling or whale watching are some of the activities offered to those who come to these sites motivated by knowing the national park.

More detail about Costa Rica tourism and protected areas in Chapter Asset Management, State of the Nation. http://www.estadonacion.or.cr (summary analysis of 10 years in the Tenth Report).
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