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Organic farming

As part of the reform of the present subsidy schemes for organic farming, a new nationwide agro-environment measure was introduced as from January 2004, specifying an average maximum of 140 kg total N/ha, and prohibiting application of pesticides on the areas registered under the scheme. Both conventional and organic farmers are eligible for support, but organic farmers rank highest. The scheme is expected to contribute to enhancing flexibility when purchasing and selling land, and, thus, to increase the areas cultivated by organic/environmentally friendly practices.

As per 1 January 2004 the area of land in Denmark cultivated organically covered approx. 170,000 ha.
Promoting organic farming

The accompanying measures’ subsidy scheme for ecological agriculture represents a significant increase in the support available for this type of operation. Denmark is in the vanguard of organic farming in the EU and, from 1987 to 1992, about 14,500 ha have received subsidies for the transformation to ecological operation. The scheme can be expected to lead to a sharp increase in the number of areas that are transformed, while the possibilities of obtaining subsidies for development projects in production and marketing, research, training and presentation, are improved. Plant and animal life is more variegated on organically-farmed land than on conventionally farmed land.

Recent years have witnessed a sharp increase in the demand for organically cultivated foodstuffs. The Ministry of Environment and Energy and the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries wish to support this trend and are working for the more widespread introduction of organically cultivated products in public purchasing agreements. These two ministries will also work to establish an ecological advisory service for industrial kitchens that wish to use organically cultivated products

The Government decided on 1 November 1994, that transformation to organic farming shall be included as a part of the strategy for attaining a pesticide-free water table. As a result of this, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries will present an action plan for organic farming during 1995.

The Ministry of Environment and Energy, which manages about 15,000 ha of agricultural land, will study the possibilities of operating these areas according to the guidelines for organic farming.
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