Market for green products

Germany
 (2007)


Indicator: Organic farmland as a proportion of total agricultural land

This indicator represents the proportion of organically farmed land as a percentage of total farmland in Germany (Figure H 10). Because of the special production methods used in organic farming, the indicator represents nature-compatibility in food production.


Indicator: Proportion of certified forest land in Germany

This indicator measures the certified forest land currently in use in Germany (Figure H 11). Certified land represents the proportion of forestry land in which silviculture makes a particular contribution towards conserving biological diversity. Forest land certified under the PEFC, FSC and Naturland schemes are currently included in this indicator.

Germany
 (2010)

Indicator: “Organic farmland as a proportion of total agricultural land”

The indicator shows the area used for organic farming as a percentage of the total area of agricultural land in Germany. In 2008 the share was 5.4%. (Target (“Ziel”): 20 %.)

Organic farming as a percentage of total farmland

Sources: Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection (Ed.), Statistisches Jahrbuch über

Ernährung, Landwirtschaft und Forsten, Münster-Hiltrup, various years; http.//www.bmelv.de

Indicator: “Proportion of certified forest land in Germany”

The indicator shows the total used forest areas certified in Germany.

The table shows the figures for 2002, 2004 and 2007.

The latest certification figures can be found in Chapter III No. 1.3 “Forestry Policy”.

Certified forest areas as percentage of total forest area

Source: Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) 2007


Organic farming is specially geared to sustainability. It makes a special contribution to conserving and saving natural resources, has many positive impacts on nature and the environment, and serves to produce high-quality food and safeguard jobs in rural areas. Its cultivation rules include doing without readily soluble mineral fertilisers and synthetic chemical pesticides, and refraining from using genetically modified organisms. From an economic point of view, the smaller production quantities per unit area are sometimes offset by higher prices for organic products. Soil-friendly cultivation methods that avoid using turnover ploughs help to maintain the habitat function of the soil and to protect the diversity of soil organisms.

From 1994 to 2008 the share of farmland accounted for by organic farming increased from 1.6% to 5.4% (911,385 hectares). In 2008 the additional area of 46,049 hectares (ha) was once again larger than the year before.

Another contribution is the federal organic farming programme (BÖL), which seeks to promote organic farming in Germany. The programme was launched in 2002 to improve the framework conditions for organic farming. It is intended to supplement existing assistance measures by contributing to sustainable growth based on the medium term on balanced expansion of supply and demand.

Certification of sustainable forest management is playing an increasingly important role in curbing illegal tree felling and non-sustainable, destructive use practices in the Earth’s forests.

Three certification systems are currently recognised in Germany. Approximately 66% of the land under forest (7.3 million ha) is certified according to PEFC criteria, 4.3% according to FSC criteria (0.48 million ha) and 0.5% according to Naturland criteria (0.05 million ha), though is should be noted that some areas are certified under more than one system. Since 2007 the German administration, in order to give a clear signal against destructive exploitation and illegal felling, has only been procuring timber products from proven legal and sustainable forest management in accordance with the rules of the Federal Government’s Joint Decree of 17 January 2007 on the Procurement of Timber Products. Proof of the required environmentally sound, socially acceptable and economically viable management of the forests is to take the form of a certificate from the PEFC (Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification Schemes), FSC (Forest Stewardship Council), or a comparable certificate or individual evidence in accordance with the requirements of the decree.

The rule is initially limited to four years and will then be reviewed.

The introduction of multi-year management and restocking plans, the control of illegal fishing, and more effective controls and measures to reduce by-catches and discards are all central control instruments for sustainable management of fish stocks under the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) of the European Community. Eco-certification of fishing and fishery products also helps to achieve these goals. For example, the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), an independent non-profit organisation, awards eco-labels to fishing operations which are shown to have only slight impacts on the marine environment, are responsibly run and do not contribute to the problem of overfishing.
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