Market for green products

India (2009)

The MoA is promoting organic farming which supports greater biodiversity than comparable systems. An example of the State of Sikkim illustrates the point (Box 3.2).

Box 3.2: Sikkim – One of the organic states

· Substantially reduced subsidy on chemical fertilizers

· Two Government farms converted to Centres of Excellence for organic farming - Nazitam (East District) and Melli Dara (South District); selected 100 bio-villages with EM technology in 2006-07 increasing the acreage from 3000 acres to 6500 acres which means 26,000 tonnes of EM compost and 65 tonnes of bokashi used in the field; Additional 100 numbers of villages have also been included for conversion into bio-village through EM technology.

· Encouraging farmers for the production of rural compost on massive scale by providing necessary assistance; assistance is being provided to about 5,500 farmers to develop the compost units in their fields.

· The use of bio-fertilizers is being propagated through demonstration on the farmers’ fields. A biofertilizer production unit is already constructed at Mazitar using the funds provided by NEC; undertaking capacity building of the officers and field functionaries in organic farming and seed production.
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