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Among the main voluntary tools available to public administrators are: Local Agenda 21, ISO 14001 environmental certification, EMAS registration, environmental accounting, and the FSC (Forest Stewardship Council), PEFC (Pan European Forest Certification) and ISO 14061 sustainable forest management standards.

ISO 14001 and EMAS were both born out of the need to reduce the environmental impact of productive activity, and the aim of both is the continuous improvement of environmental quality.

UNI EN ISO 14001 is an international standard promoted by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO); EMAS was developed by the European Union. Since it was enacted by means of a Community Directive, it is administered by the public agencies of the Member States. In Italy, this is done by the Ministry of the Environment through the Ecoaudit Ecolabel Committee, which is based at the headquarters of the National Environmental Protection Agency, now ISPRA.

Since UNI EN ISO 14001 is a technical standard, it indicates not only the objectives to be attained but also how to do so by defining the characteristics of the environmental management system that an organization needs to adopt in order to achieve improvement in environmental quality.

EMAS, on the other hand, is a scheme and defines the objectives to be achieved. It has evolved over time: for the development of systems aspects its 2001 review (761/91 EEC) includes ISO 14001.

EMAS, however, stipulates that in addition to developing an environmental management system, the organization in question must also prepare a final document, the so-called environmental statement, in which, so to speak, it reveals itself to the outside world, stating in terms of the utmost transparency its own management method and improvement objectives.
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