Market for green products

 (2001)

The Ministry of Tourism in coordination with the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT before), the Commission for the Use and Knowledge of Biodiversity (CONABIO), the 31 states and the Federal District, as well as various agencies and academic institutions, private and social, developed the National Policy and Strategy for Sustainable Tourism Development (PENDTS) presented to C. President of Mexico on September 27, 2000.
The PENDTS is based on six major policies: sectoral development planning and destination, land use planning, infrastructure development, tourism development, operation of tourist facilities and tourism support services.

To allow the operation of such policies are proposed to 6 lines of action: education, training and culture, certification, measurement, research and evaluation, social participation, recovery and ecological preservation and simplification, financing and investment incentives. These lines of action will be supported by 15 programs.

Some states have taken action to promote sustainable tourism development, others are in process of doing so. The SECTUR has allocated resources to those entities and that they consider necessary to trial implement one or more programs.


In the specific case of natural protected areas, each area is developing its strategy for sustainable tourism, ecotourism in the area, but there is no defined policy at the Commission of ANPs, only what is stated in the National Protected Areas 1995 -2000 and each Management Program.

(2006)

4) voluntary standard (Mexican Standard).

A) PROJECTS-NMX-2005-SEMARNAT "REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURE FOR CERTIFICATION OF QUALITY OF BEACHES"

The goal is to identify indicators of environmental performance evaluation beaches to establish an instrument providing legal certainty and transparency to the criteria to be observed by those interested in obtaining a certificate of quality at beaches with Federal Government recognition.

The aspects that the project considers are:
a. Quality of sea water, estuaries and coastal lagoons.
b. The quality of sand.
c. Integrated management of solid waste.
d. Of coastal infrastructure.
e. Of biodiversity.
f. Of noise pollution.
        
It already has the project signed unanimously by the Working Group for submission to the Ministry of Economy for the declaration of public consultation.
B) PROJECTS-NMX-2004, which establishes the requirements and environmental protection criteria for site selection, design, construction and operation of marinas.
 
The aim is to set high environmental performance requirements considering:
1) The environmentally friendly site location to minimize negative impacts and promote the conservation and preservation of natural resources.
2) Reduce the damage to the ecosystem and the adjacent area product of dredging.
3) Controlling pollution of water bodies and soil caused by the operation of it.

The project takes into account the significant impacts to natural resources and incorporates the best practices in the international context consider this type of facility.

Currently the project is waiting for the Ministry of Economy shall publish in the Official Gazette for public consultation.

C) PROJECTS-NMX-2005 "Requirements and specifications for sustainable ecotourism certificate"

Establish requirements and procedures to be complied with the individual, moral, and / or tourism service provider community for environmental certification of ecotourism.

The project took into account two areas, facilities and ecotourism activities in:
    
A) Water D) Visual Impact
B) Biodiversity e) Municipal Solid Waste

Currently the draft standard is approved by the Working Group by 50%, expected to be completed this year.

5) mandatory standards (Norma Oficial Mexicana).

A) PROJECTS-NOM-140-SEMARNAT-2003.
Sets the general environmental requirements for golf courses and housing developments that include them.
The project aims to: Achieve sustainable use of the selected sites through:
• Reduce the loss of habitat and damage to biodiversity by setting parameters based on the natural site conditions.
• Avoid contamination of ground and surface water and groundwater, resulting from the high use of agrochemicals used in the maintenance demanded by these projects,
• Promote water conservation is an element that is used in large projects.

The project also includes minimum specifications for the protection of aquifers, soil, flora and fauna.

On March 10, 2005 was published in the Official Journal of the Federation for public consultation for a period of 60 calendar days.
Application studies for tourism certification

In order to promote private sector initiatives in the INE developed a study that showed a greater willingness to pay for stay in hotels with environmental certification. The characteristics of the certification include water treatment and conservation, biodiversity conservation, local community support, waste management and energy efficiency. Based on the results of the study is developing a tourism certification program in which five different levels are considered to evaluate the environmental performance of the hotel. The first level would be given to hotels that meet environmental standards, while the higher level, would be granted to those who meet more than 80% of tourism sustainability criteria established by the environmental authority. In the current proposal is considered 25 features that have to do with the use of water, energy, waste separation, among others.
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