Outflow of Financial Resources for Biodiversity from Australia
2010 Planning

Priority 1.3 - Enhancing strategic investments and partnerships
Cooperation between different parts of the community is essential to increase effective engagement in biodiversity conservation. More private expenditure on biodiversity conservation and partnerships between sectors are necessary for successful outcomes. Governments need to partner with other sectors and, importantly, with the primary industries sector.
Society as a whole benefits, and future generations will also benefit, from protecting biodiversity. However these benefits are not fully reflected in our economic system. To ensure that biodiversity’s importance as a public good is fully valued, we need to ensure that there are financial incentives for actions that protect or enhance biodiversity and that the cost of damage to biodiversity is accounted for in economic planning. One way of moving towards such a system is to stimulate the development and expansion of markets for biodiversity and ecosystem services, including initiatives such as the Australian Government’s Environmental Stewardship Program, the Victorian Government’s BushTender program and the New South Wales Government’s BioBanking program.

Markets provide a way to value biodiversity so that it can be considered alongside economic and social factors. Although putting a price on the value of biodiversity and ecosystem services is difficult, well-designed markets are one of the most effective policy instruments for attributing economic value to biodiversity and can be very effective in encouraging investment in biodiversity conservation. In using market-based approaches, we must ensure that new markets, such as those for carbon and water, are designed and implemented to avoid unintended negative consequences for biodiversity. We should seek multiple beneficial environmental outcomes wherever possible.

Strategic investments and partnerships are an increasingly important way of identifying, prioritizing and achieving conservation goals. For example, cooperation between governments and the private and non-government sectors has already resulted in major private land additions to the NRS which would not have been possible otherwise. Emerging markets for a number of ecosystem services are creating opportunities for long-term investments in biodiversity conservation. Market-based offset schemes are developing as a mechanism by which biodiversity conservation can be integrated into public and private land use decisions. 
It is also important that we encourage increasing private investment in biodiversity conservation so that both the costs and the benefits of biodiversity use are distributed across relevant sectors. It is equally important that increased investment is prioritized and targeted for best effect.

Outcomes for enhancing strategic investments and partnerships:

1.3.1: an increase in the use of markets and other incentives for managing biodiversity and ecosystem services;
1.3.2: an increase in private expenditure on biodiversity conservation;
1.3.3: an increase in public–private partnerships for biodiversity conservation.
Target 3: by 2015, achieve a doubling of the value of complementary markets for ecosystem services. 
Action and responsibility:

A7: develop and align, where appropriate, emerging markets for biodiversity with markets for other ecosystem services (all governments, businesses);
A8: develop innovative mechanisms to encourage private investment and interest in biodiversity conservation (all governments, businesses, non-government organizations).

Case study: Environmental Stewardship (Australian Government)

Environmental Stewardship is an element of the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country initiative. It uses market approaches to maintain and improve the condition and extent of high value environmental assets listed as matters of national environment significance under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

The first asset targeted is the critically endangered White Box, Yellow Box and Blakely’s Red Gum and derived grasslands ecological community (Box Gum Grassy Woodland). This community extends from Queensland to Victoria predominantly within the wheat-sheep belt. Box Gum Grassy Woodland is an important ecological community which provides habitat for at least 19 threatened species, including the Superb Parrot, Swift Parrot and the Tiger Quoll, as well as many other native plants and animals.

Environmental Stewardship differs from other Caring for our Country elements by providing long-term payments (up to 15 years) to land managers to protect high value environmental assets on private land. The Australian Government recognises that using market-based incentives such as those under Environmental Stewardship can be an effective way of engaging land managers to protect and maintain environmental assets on private land. There is strong support amongst key stakeholder groups in the Australian community for stewardship payments as a means of protecting biodiversity.

Environmental Stewardship has helped establish a way of delivering environmental outcomes in Australia through market-based mechanisms working with land managers, scientists and the private sector. The program has also helped build the capacity of the private sector to deliver environmental outcomes.
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Spending on invasive species
Australian farmers reported spending more than $3 billion on natural resource management in 2006–07 (ABS, 2008). Approximately 78 per cent of this was spent on management of invasive species. Weed related issues were the highest category of spending (53 per cent) followed by pest management (25 per cent) and management of land and soil (22 per cent).

The cost of lost production is not reflected in these figures but is known to be significant. The latest analysis of the economic impact of weeds in Australia (Sinden et al 2004) estimated the cost of weeds to Australia to be in excess of $4 billon per annum. It is likely that this would now be significantly higher.
Natural Heritage Trust (NHT): 1997-2008
Since 1997, the Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) has provided funding to invest in activities that restore and conserve Australia’s environment and natural resources, and contribute to the sustainable use of those natural resources. The NHT was established under the Natural Heritage Trust of Australia Act 1997, but ended on 30 June 2008 when it was incorporated into the Caring for our Country initiative.
Some achievements of the NHT included:

· treating more than 400 000 hectares of soil for salinity, erosion and acidity
· improving irrigation methods across 19 300 hectares of land
· controlling pests like rabbits, foxes and weeds across 15 million hectares
· involving more than 800 000 volunteers in NHT activities
· leveraging over $4 billion from private landholders, industry, environment organizations and local communities in on-ground action and private investment
· monitoring the health of around 1.3 million hectares of coastal land
· protecting 180 000 hectares of land across the Great Barrier Reef catchment— improving the quality of water reaching the reef lagoon
· adding over 29 million hectares of land to the National Reserve System, Australia’s network of protected areas, through the Indigenous Protected Areas and National Reserve System programs
· supporting the uptake of sustainable farming techniques and technology and enhancing land managers’ awareness of Landcare and natural resource management activities through the National Landcare Program (NLP)
· developing a regional delivery model with the establishment of 56 community-based regional natural resource management bodies covering all of Australia to focus projects on achieving landscape scale change.

Projects funded by the NHT are listed at www.nrm.gov.au/

NHT investments are also detailed in the annual reports of the NHT and regional investments are detailed in regional program reports available at www.nrm.gov.au/publications.

The NHT provided total funding of $3.1 billion over its life (1997–2008) to projects and research.

The following are examples of obstacles encountered and lessons learnt:

· In 2002, the NHT was refocused with an emphasis on regional delivery. Fifty-six community based natural resource management bodies were created to deliver the NHT and the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality at a regional scale. This was in response to the perception that a regional focus was required to more effectively deliver landscape scale improvements, to provide for greater co-ordination of projects and to meet regional scale environmental targets. The previous approach was considered to not be sufficiently focused on achieving on-ground outcomes and to be too administratively cumbersome.
· Significant human capital, time and financial resources were required to build the necessary links between communities, industry and government for the successful regional delivery of NHT programs.
· The partnership between the Australian Government and state and territory governments has been instrumental in leading effective regional delivery of the NHT.
· Many NHT issues require a sustained, long-term commitment to address environmental degradation and repair, and to develop a more sustainable approach to the use of Australia’s natural resources.
· Strategic landscape-scale change is most effectively achieved where communities have a sense of ownership over planning and investment decisions. They are therefore prepared to make the investments in time, resources and better practices to achieve good outcomes.

The Caring for our Country initiative: July 2008–June 2013
Caring for our Country is an ongoing Australian Government initiative that will provide $2.25 billion in funding over its first five years (1 July 2008–June 2013).

It has brought together delivery of a raft of Australian Government programs into an integrated package with one clear goal, a business approach to investment, clearly articulated outcomes and priorities and improved accountability. It integrates a number of existing natural resource management measures into a consolidated initiative. These include the NHT, the National Landcare Program, the Environmental Stewardship program and elements of the Working on Country program.

The goal of Caring for our Country is to have an environment that is healthy, better-protected, well-managed, resilient, and provides essential ecosystem services in a changing climate. Caring for our Country will focus on achieving strategic results and invest in six national priority areas:

· building Australia’s National Reserve System

· biodiversity and natural icons

· coastal environments and critical aquatic habitats

· sustainable farm practices

· natural resource management in remote and northern Australia

· community skills, knowledge and engagement.

Achievements of Caring for our Country, while a relatively new initiative, already include the following:

· A statement has been published setting out the expected outcomes of Caring for our Country (Caring for our Country Outcomes 2008–2013). The publication also includes long-term (20 year) projections of outcomes to be achieved and strategies to achieve the five year outcomes.

· The Caring for our Country Business Plan was released in November 2008. The plan seeks proposals for investment in 2009–10. It identifies priorities for investment, outcomes for each of the national priority areas for investment, short-term (one to four) year targets to achieve these outcomes and the process for inviting proposals for activities to deliver investments.

· Caring for our Country has provided the 56 regional bodies across Australia with guaranteed base level funding.

· Environmental Stewardship is a key element of the Australian Government's Caring for our Country initiative. It differs from other Caring for our Country elements by purchasing environmental services from land managers by way of long term contracts of up to 15 years. The aim is to protect high value environmental assets on private land. These environmental assets are chosen from the matters of National Environmental Significance listed under the EPBC Act.

· Through Caring for our Country, Community Coastcare Grants provide small grants for protecting and rehabilitating coastal environments and critical aquatic habitats and enhancing community skills, knowledge and engagement with Indigenous Australians, volunteers and coastal communities.

· Open Grants funding is targeted to several Caring for our Country priority areas—biodiversity and natural icons, coastal environments and critical aquatic habitats, and sustainable farm practices.

· Water Quality Grants funding under the Reef Rescue program have been allocated to projects to improve the water quality of the Great Barrier Reef lagoon. Projects focus on changing land management to reduce nutrient, pesticide and sediment run-off from agricultural land. Reef Rescue is made up of five integrated components:

· Water Quality Grants

· Reef Partnerships

· Land and Sea Country Indigenous Partnerships

· Reef Water Quality Research and Development

· Water Quality Monitoring and Reporting, including the publication of an annual Great Barrier Reef Water Quality Report Card.

· The Working on Country element of Caring for our Country is already providing funding for Indigenous land management projects. Working on Country builds on the history of Indigenous land management by contracting Indigenous people to provide environmental services.

Since the Sustainable Farm Practices initiative commenced under Caring for our Country in July 2008, considerable progress has been made. This includes:

· 140 landcare sustainable farm practices (small grants) projects have been approved with a total value of $28 million. Projects range from capacity building and education initiatives to demonstration sites to encourage the uptake of sustainable farm practices.

· 73 open sustainable farm practices grants projects have been approved with a total value of $14.8 million. Projects range from encouraging adoption of best management practices such as integrated pest management, to industries taking stock of and better monitoring and reporting their environmental impacts.
Indigenous investment through Caring for our Country

Through the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country initiative a number of the Government’s 2007 election commitments relating to Indigenous investment will be implemented. These include:

· employing additional Indigenous rangers

· assisting Indigenous Australians to prepare sea country plans in the Great Barrier Reef

· expanding the Indigenous Protected Area network

· assisting Indigenous Australians to enter the carbon trading market

· providing on-going support for the Indigenous Land Management Facilitator network.

Caring for our Country includes several targets which recognise the importance of traditional knowledge, including:

· to use traditional ecological knowledge in the development of management plans in at least 32 newly initiated Indigenous Protected Area projects over four years

· to involve at least 15 projects in the use or recording of traditional knowledge from Indigenous communities over two years.
Maintaining Australia's Biodiversity Hotspots program

The Maintaining Australia’s Biodiversity Hotspots program aimed to manage threats to biodiversity in areas that are relatively intact, in order to maintain their high conservation value. The program had two components—voluntary land acquisitions and stewardship payments for on-ground biodiversity improvements. A panel of eight non-government conservation organizations was established as service delivery agents to identify investment opportunities for the Australian Government and to deliver program funds in targeted areas across the country.

Large properties with outstanding biodiversity values were targeted for voluntary acquisition by the delivery agents and suitable properties were recommended to the Australian Government for purchase. Through the program seven significant properties were purchased by three of the delivery agents, with the Australian Government funding up to two-thirds of the purchase price. The properties total more than 1.2 million hectares, at a cost to the Australian Government of $13.5 million. The delivery agents will now manage these properties for biodiversity conservation in perpetuity.

Stewardship payments offered direct financial support to landholders to help them protect existing natural habitat with high conservation values. Landholders who accepted an invitation to participate in the program had their properties assessed for biodiversity values and to ensure they met the program criteria. If eligible, a property management plan was then prepared, in collaboration with the delivery agent, with landholders submitting a subsequent bid for funding through a competitive tender process. The most cost-effective bids (biodiversity conservation value for money) were accepted by the Australian Government. Successful landholders entered into a stewardship contract with the delivery agents to undertake the agreed actions in their management plan. Eight stewardship tenders were conducted around the country, with resulting stewardship agreements spanning 183 000 hectares at a cost of $5.95 million.

The competitive tender process for allocating stewardship funds is an innovative method of funding biodiversity conservation on private land. Delivery agents who implemented the tenders used a 'metric' to assess bids in terms of their biodiversity values and costs. Private landholders retained the flexibility to nominate their own management actions and price they would accept to undertake those actions. Through the competitive tender process, program funds were awarded to those landholders that could offer the most cost-efficient biodiversity outcomes.
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Budgetary allocations by national and local Governments as well as different sectoral ministries

It is not possible to calculate total financial resources expended by Australian Governments (at all levels) on matters applicable to implementation of the Convention since Australia became a party. It is not possible to separate CBD related expenditure from overall budget allocations, either at national or state level. 

The Department of the Environment and Heritage advises the Australian Government on policies and programs for the protection and conservation of the environment, including natural, cultural and Indigenous heritage. It manages a significant annual budget in its work with other Australian Government agencies, industry sectors, the community, and other levels of government to protect Australia's environment and heritage. It represents Australia in international environmental agreements and forums such as CBD, CITES and CMS, the Antarctic Treaty System, the International Whaling Commission and the Basel Convention.

The Department also manages major environmental programs, the most significant of which come under the umbrella of the Natural Heritage Trust and the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality. Both the Trust and National Action Plan are administered jointly with the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. The Department administers the Australian Government environmental laws listed in Appendix 6, including the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

Bilateral channels

The Australian Government (through its environment and overseas development assistance agencies) has recently commenced Convention capacity-building programs, bilaterally in selected Melanesian countries, and within SPREP, through the Pacific Governance Support Program (PGSP). This is designed to support developing countries undertaking GEF funded National Capacity Self Assessments to support improved environmental governance. 

The priority Conventions are the CBD, CCD (which, in the Pacific relates to deforestation and land degradation), and the UNFCCC. 

Regional channels

The Regional Natural Heritage Programme (RNHP) (2003-04 to 2006-07) was announced by the Australian Prime Minister on 18 February, 2004. It has a budget of $10 million over three years to provide grants to non-government organizations (NGOs) and other relevant agencies to protect outstanding biodiversity in hotspot areas of South-East Asia and the Pacific.

The Biodiversity Hotspots concept has been developed by international scientists and experts who recognize the challenges and threats to conserving the world's biodiversity.

Hotspots are identified areas where biodiversity is particularly concentrated, and areas of high biodiversity value that are significantly threatened. 

In South-East Asia and the Pacific region, a number of hotspot areas have been scientifically identified and have been adopted by Conservation International for its conservation programs. 

Current RNHP Priority Areas are Indonesia (especially Sumatra); East Timor; Papua New Guinea; Vietnam; Philippines; and Pacific Island countries. 

Priority Areas may change during the life of the Programme. Partnerships and synergies will also be sought for activities undertaken under relevant international conventions, such as the CBD.

Multilateral channels 

Australia views the GEF as the primary vehicle for funding global biodiversity conservation under the Convention.

In August 2002, Australia increased its contribution to the GEF by 58 per cent in nominal terms to meet its burden share, contributing $68.2 million to the Facility over the next three years (which will be drawn down over the next ten years).

Private sources

Private biodiversity conservation organizations, such as WWF International, The Nature Conservancy and Conservation International sometimes have an Australian arm, or are regionally headquartered in Australia, with a focus on activities specifically in Australia’s region.

Resources generated through financial instruments, such as charges for use of biodiversity

Many Australian parks and reserves (primarily but not entirely at the sub-national level) levy user charges, which are redirected towards biodiversity conservation, as well as reserve maintenance and upkeep. Other instruments such as incentives measures and sectoral reform initiatives, such as for water, are attempting to achieve similar outcomes in the wider natural resource use economy.
The Natural Heritage Trust (NHT)

The Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) is the main vehicle delivering nation-wide goals. It was set up by the Australian Government in 1997 to help restore and conserve Australia's environment and natural resources. Since then, thousands of community groups and organizations have received funding for environmental and natural resource management projects. The NHT provides funding for environmental activities at a:

· community level (through the Australian Government Envirofund); 

· regional level; and 

· National/State level. 

Australian Government Envirofund

Community groups may gain access to small, individual grants through the Australian Government Envirofund. These grants will provide up to AUD$50,000 (GST inclusive) to address local natural resource management issues. This component is aimed in particular at groups that have had little or no previous engagement with the NHT. See Australian Government Envirofund.

Regional Investments

Regional investments are the principal delivery mechanism for the NHT. At this level the NHT is jointly delivered with the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality (NAP). 

National Investments

Investment at this level covers national priorities, addressing activities that have a national or broad-scale, rather than a regional or local, outcome. They include Australian Government (national) only activities, statewide activities and those that cross State, Territory and regional boundaries. They also address matters of direct Commonwealth jurisdiction, such as those relating to Commonwealth waters. Proposals for statewide funding will be made by State and Australian Governments. See also above information on the Natural Heritage Trust.

Incentive measures
Incentive measures to protect or restore biodiversity are largely targeted at the removal or mitigation of policies or practices that encourage resource uses leading to the degradation and loss of biodiversity. The focus of these measures is, accordingly, in rural Australia where agriculture and pastoral activities currently have the greatest impacts on biodiversity and its conservation. Australian Government policy ensures that incentives appropriately target biodiversity conservation and do not support distortionary input or output-based production subsidies. Moreover, the competitive conditions associated with tender mechanisms, which are increasingly favored as a means to biodiversity conservation outcomes, help ensure that no unwarranted economic benefit is conferred on one production sector to the detriment of competing producers, either in Australia or overseas.
Tax

Under current legislation, certain taxation concessions are available to encourage conservation activities. For example, income tax deductions can be claimed for gifts of property or for landowners entering into conservation covenants. These deductions can be spread over a number of years.  Gifts of property left in a will to an eligible organization are exempt from capital gains tax. Donations to approved environmental organizations are also tax deductible.
Integration
Australia agrees with integration, where relevant, of biodiversity and environment concerns into elaboration of major international initiatives, such as IMO and WTO agreements. The importance of recognizing that non-trade concerns, such as the protection of human, animal or plant life or health, figure prominently in the WTO Agreements vis GATT Article XX, and the SPS and TBT Agreements.

The policy of the Australian Government is to integrate environmental considerations into all aspects of development cooperation. Australia’s main agency for delivery of development assistance to developing countries is AusAID.

The aim of policy integration is not  simply to avoid 'doing harm' to the environment but to recognize that because poor people, in particular, are highly dependent on their natural resource base, that effective environmental management is a key to long-term poverty reduction.

These principles underline the Environmental Management Guide for Australia's Aid Program 2003. In the agriculture, forestry and fisheries sectors, sustainable resource management is particularly critical where it intersects with rural livelihoods and particularly fragile or special places for biodiversity. Australia’s development assistance policy recognizes and works with these complexities. 

The Australian Government’s rural development strategy for the aid program aims to increase the incomes of the rural poor through assistance in three major ways - by increasing agriculture sector productivity, by stimulating rural non-farm employment and by managing natural resources sustainably.
2001 Reporting

Australia commented that the Natural Heritage Trust provides significant funding in supporting and implementing the objectives of the Convention. Natural Heritage Trust monitors financial support, through the Environment Australia budget, but not in a standardised format.  In addition, the States provide significant resources on biodiversity conservation and land management but these are not monitored nationally.

Australia has two major tax incentives related to conserving biodiversity.

Australian taxpayers can receive an income tax deduction for gifts of property, valued at more than AUD$5000, to eligible environmental bodies.  Property may include land, buildings, vehicles and machinery, and includes the option of spreading the deduction over five years to allow greater tax deductions.
The Landcare deduction and rebate is targeted at preventing land degradation. 

The current Landcare rebate, introduced in 1998, provides greater incentives than previously available to those on low income and low marginal tax rates. Environment Australia and the Federal Department of the Treasury are currently considering a range of proposals to increase access to Landcare incentives.
1998 Reporting
on financial resources and financial mechanism
Domestic obligations

Article 20 of the Convention on Biological Diversity states that each Party should undertake to provide, in accordance with its capacities, financial support for the implementation of the Convention.

The National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia’s Biological Diversity recognises that its implementation requires a commitment from all spheres of government, the private sector and the community. A priority action in the Strategy is to establish, by the year 2000:

“mechanisms for resourcing the development and implementation of programs and plans for the continuing management of Australia’s biological diversity on public and private lands.”

Governments have also agreed to:

“review funding and administration of existing programs that relate to the conservation of biological diversity to identify potential for reallocation of resources for improved efficiencies and the need for increased funds to ensure implementation of the Strategy.”

The funding allocated to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in Australia is very difficult to quantify.

The Commonwealth Government, State and Territory Governments, Local Government, the private sector and the community all contribute significant resources, some of it in kind. Many of these resources are not reported in official figures and thus it is not possible to reflect accurate overall figures in a national report. In addition, biodiversity conservation is often fully integrated into programmes for resource use. Consequently, it can be difficult to separate biodiversity conservation and sustainable use expenditure from other related expenditure.

The major Commonwealth commitment to implementing the strategy is reflected in the Natural Heritage Trust programme. Funding under the Natural Heritage Trust will be spent on the environment, sustainable agriculture and natural resource management in a partnership between the Commonwealth Government, State and Territory Governments, and the community. The trust will outlay $A1.249 billion from 1997-98 to 2001-02. This will be supported by a similar level of funding from the States and Territories, and from the community.

In the 1997-98 budget the Commonwealth Government also allocated $4.4 million over the next two financial years to pursue the objectives of the Strategy and to meet Australia’s obligations under the Convention. This includes Australia’s contributions to the Convention’s Trust Fund.

International obligations

Article 20 of the Convention also commits developed country Parties to providing new and additional financial resources to assist developing countries to meet their obligations under the Convention.

Australia’s overseas aid programme assists developing countries to reduce poverty and improve the standard of living of their people through sustainable development. AusAID, the Australian Agency for International Development, manages Australia’s official overseas aid programme, which is valued at $1.43 billion in the 1997-98 financial year. Its main focus is the Asia-Pacific region. Aid projects are developed and implemented in consultation with developing countries, responding to their most pressing needs and taking account of areas of Australian expertise.

The overseas aid programme is funding programmes and projects that help to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity, while simultaneously assisting developing countries, primarily in the Asia-Pacific region, to reduce poverty.

AusAID is currently funding more than $26 million of biodiversity-related projects and activities. This assistance is provided through the following mechanisms.

· Strengthening human and institutional resources.

These projects seek to increase the capabilities and knowledge of people in developing countries to protect existing biodiversity. For example, through the Rapid Biodiversity Resource Appraisal Project (BioRap), funding of over $500 000 is being provided by AusAID to equip teams of in-country specialists with analytical tools for assessing conservation priorities. The Australian Conservation Training Initiative, undertaken jointly with the Zoological Parks Board of New South Wales and the New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service, provides a range of professional training programmes for nationals from developing countries.

· Direct efforts to conserve biodiversity. 
Ecosystems and species which are threatened in their natural habitats can be protected through both on and off-site conservation measures. Such conservation also helps improve the lives of people who depend on these species. A total of $2.6 million has been made available through the South Pacific Regional Initiative on Forest Genetic Resources Project. The project seeks to develop on-site and off-site conservation strategies for priority tree species through the designation of reserves and through germplasm collection and propagation. AusAID has also funded efforts to reintroduce the famous Tahki horse, which used to range the Gobi Desert until the 1960s.

· Supporting multilateral and regional efforts. 
In recognition that biodiversity loss is a global problem, contributions have been made to the Global Environment Facility. The facility is a source of funds for developing countries to use for environmental projects. Australia has committed nearly $73 million to the Global Environment Facility over the period 1991-92 to 1997-98, of which 35% went to biodiversity projects. AusAID support is also provided for the implementation of international agreements, such as the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar Convention), and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

Australia has in the past four years made a number of voluntary contributions to assist work under the Convention. These have included:

· $162 580 to assist developing countries, in particular those in the south-east Asia and south Pacific regions, to participate in a range of meetings related to the Convention;

· $55 000 to assist Indonesia host the second Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1995 and for co-sponsorship of the successful International Biodiversity Technology Fair and the Global Biodiversity Forum, held at the first and second Conference of the Parties to the Convention; 

· $155 938 to fund two indigenous knowledge positions in the Convention Secretariat.

The Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research contributes over $6 million each year for research into biodiversity conservation, improvement and utilisation.

1996 Planning

Australia’s first planning document
 contained two sections on financing: its international role and financing implementation respectively.
6. Australia's international role

The conservation of biological diversity is a global issue and is best confronted through multilateral cooperation. Australia can do much to conserve its own biological diversity and contribute to the conservation and ecologically sustainable use of biological diversity on a global scale. Australia has a good record for participating in the development and implementation of a large number of international agreements dealing with cooperation in the field of environmental management and protection. These include bilateral agreements with a range of countries. Australia will continue to encourage its citizens and commercial entities to give due consideration to the impact of their activities on biological diversity beyond Australian shores.

Aspects of the conservation of biological diversity are both affected by and have implications for international trading arrangements. As a significant trading nation, Australia is seeking to encourage trade liberalisation and in doing so ensure that biological diversity conservation and other ecologically sustainable development objectives are accommodated. Australia is also pursuing international agreement on methods for incorporating full environmental costs associated with the production and use of natural resources. Incorporation of these costs - for example, through application of the polluter-pays principle - may be reinforced through international agreements. This can contribute to the global achievement of ecologically sustainable development.

6.2 Overseas activities

Objective 6.2

Seek to ensure that the activities of Australians outside Australia are consistent with the conservation of biological diversity.

Actions

6.2.1 Trade

Take action, through multilateral forums such as GATT (the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade), to make international trade and environment policies mutually supportive, in recognition of the contribution that this can make to the protection of biological diversity.

6.2.2 Conduct

Australians and Australian commercial entities operating beyond the limits of Australia’s national jurisdiction should take full account of the need to conserve biological diversity. Their actions should be consistent with relevant national laws, international agreements and codes of conduct. Practices that would be unacceptable in Australia should be avoided.

6.2.3 Training

Ensure that trade and aid administrators have an understanding of the need to take into account the conservation and ecologically sustainable use of biological diversity and to seek expert advice when necessary.

6.3 International cooperation

Objective 6.3

Ensure continued and effective international cooperation in the conservation of biological diversity, directly between governments or through relevant international governmental and non-government organisations.

Actions

6.3.1 Bilateral and multilateral aid

Ensure that Australia’s aid program continues to be developed in such a way as to avoid any significant adverse impacts on the biological diversity of recipient countries and that, where possible, it improves biological diversity conservation. This will include

(a) continuing to ensure that projects relating to biological diversity conservation are included in the Environment Assistance Program and other aid programs;

(b) continuing to assist developing countries to identify environmental priorities and strengthen environmental expertise, legislation and institutions relevant to biological diversity conservation;

(c) ensuring that opportunities to increase the level of technology transfer relevant to biological diversity conservation are included in relevant aid programs and projects;

(d) considering impacts on biological diversity as part of routine evaluation of aid projects, including annual environmental audits, with a view to improving future aid program contributions to biological diversity conservation. Where significant negative impacts are identified, consider the need for remedial action.

6.3.2 International scientific collaboration

Enhance international collaboration in research related to biological diversity.

6.3.3 Other forms of cooperation

Maintain and strengthen Australia’s participation in multilateral efforts concerned with the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, particularly in respect of areas beyond national jurisdiction and other matters of mutual interest, through international organisations and programs such as the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme, the Global Environment Facility, the OECD, the World Conservation Union, the United Nations Environment Programme, and UNESCO.
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