
Official Development Assistance for Biodiversity in Denmark
2001 report

Denmark described its approach to biodiversity assistance, and further information is available on the internet page www.mst.dk/assistance.  The Danish environmental assistance is guided by strategies and managed through a number of agencies and ministries each having specialist knowledge on programmes and approaches.

Denmark (2001)

Denmark described its approach to biodiversity assistance, and further information is available on the internet page www.mst.dk/assistance.  The Danish environmental assistance is guided by strategies and managed through a number of agencies and ministries each having specialist knowledge on programmes and approaches. The programmes are financed through the Environment, Peace and Stability Fund established in 1993. The environmental part of the funds budget will gradually be increased until 2005 where it will reach 0.25 % of the Danish CDP. The funds earmarked to environmental assistance amounted to DKK 3.2 billion in 1998. In addition, the general Danish development assistance has also integrated environment as a cross cutting issue in its programme; this assistance scheme constitutes 1 % of the Danish GNP.

Target areas of international efforts are to work to:

· Ensure that the Convention on Biological Diversity is expressed as soon as possible in tangible initiatives for the benefit of the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and for a more fair and equitable sharing of benefits associated therewith; 

· Ensure that aid granted under the Convention on Biological Diversity by the industrialized countries to the developing countries is used, for instance, for preparing national studies of, and national strategies for, the conservation of biodiversity; 

· Ensure that guidelines are drafted under international auspices on the ways in which, individual countries, typically developing countries, can ensure that their national legislation fully incorporates the principles of the Convention, including principles on fair and equitable sharing of benefits gained from the use of these countries' genetic resources. 

· Inviting cooperation with the research institutes that conduct research relevant to the Convention on Biological Diversity, with a view to ensuring that the results of such research can be used in the specialist following up of the Convention and also to endeavor to initiate or stimulate a high level of information and the exchange of information and results. 

· Continuing to make an active contribution within the Washington, Ramsar and Bonn Conventions and working to ensure that the Convention on Biological Diversity receives a coordinating role in relation to these conventions. 

· Supporting the recommendations of the European nature protection conference of Maastricht, to the effect that European biodiversity and lands cape strategies, and a European ecological network (EECONET), be prepared in the relevant international forums. 

· Continuing to make an active contribution to nature protection in cooperation with our neighbors, within the frameworks of the trilateral Wadden Sea cooperation and the Nordic cooperation. 

· Including consideration for biodiversity in aid programmes aimed at the developing countries, as well as in programmes within the expanded aid frameworks of environmental and catastrophe programmes and Danida programmes, 

· Including greater consideration for biodiversity in the environmental support scheme for East and Central Europe. 

Promoting nature restoration efforts in the EU, by appropriating funds for a markedly increased investment in this area.
2004 report

The Royal Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Ministry channels significant assets to projects in a number of cooperation countries via Danish International Development Assistance.

The purpose of these projects is to encourage measures that preserve nature and biodiversity, and to encourage sustainable management of natural resources commensurate with targets laid down in the Convention on Biological Diversity. In 2003, biodiversity conservation projects in e.g. Botswana, Mozambique, Tanzania, Bhutan, Thailand, Malaysia, Nicaragua, and the forest seed centres in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam received Danish international development assistance. Also Denmark’s multilateral assistance favours nature conservation to a significant extent. In the developing countries, the material needs of most parts of the poor population are covered via use of biological resources, and where this use is not sustainable, the environment and nature are worn down and biological diversity destroyed.

The main priority of Danish development assistance, including environmental assistance, is to combat poverty and contribute, directly, to minimising the loss of biodiversity. Encouraging sustainable use of natural resources and biodiversity can serve as a significant tool in combating poverty. In the Convention on Biodiversity, this mutual dependence is expressed in the combined consideration for, on the one hand, nature protection, and on the other hand, economic development.

Therefore the Convention’s objectives of preserving biodiversity, utilising it in a sustainable manner, and securing a fair and appropriate distribution of its resources have great importance within development and environmental assistance. This was emphasised with the decision to reduce substantially the loss of biodiversity before 2010, taken at the World Summit in Johannesburg in 2002.

Danish efforts to secure sustainable use of natural resources in general via development assistance and environmental initiatives include a number of work areas covered by the Convention. These include development of national strategies and policies, the establishment of governance systems, monitoring of biodiversity, and management and operation of natural areas focusing on protection and sustainable use. Efforts should be viewed in context with other initiatives, including implementation of the Ramsar Convention and the Washington Convention (CITES). Similarly, programmes to ensure an integrated management of water resources, which in most cases also means the preservation of ecological quality in e.g. watercourses and aquatic fringe areas, will be implemented.

2005 report

There is no financial target for the amount of support to biodiversity initiatives. It is also impossible to judge how much of the present support that is “additional/new”. Basically all of the Swedish support (with minor exceptions) to biodiversity initiatives (whether NGOs, GEF, other multilaterals, regional or bilateral) is provided from the development assistance allocation. The overall targets for Swedish development cooperation disbursements are presently increasing again and is planned to reach the 1% target by end of 2006. Environmental disbursement will thus increase. It is also clear that the attention on environmental issues (including biodiversity) during the last 20 years has led to a substantial general increase in disbursements to environment and sustainable natural resource management (including biodiversity) during this period. This is coupled with a development of both polices/strategies and practical tools and methods (such as EIA and SEA guidelines and requirements). However, it is likely that the support to biodiversity (and environment) is WITHIN the overall allocation to development assistance – and part of the overall political and financial commitment – and not additional to it. At the same time it needs again to be stressed that biodiversity and environmental commitments have increased significantly during the last 10 years. 

The Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs ( http://www.um.dk/ ) 
The Ministry channels significant assets to projects in a number of cooperation countries via Danish International Development Assistance. The purpose of these projects is to encourage measures that preserve nature and biodiversity, and to encourage sustainable management of natural resources commensurate with targets laid down in the Convention on Biological Diversity. In 2003, biodiversity conservation projects in e.g. Botswana, Mozambique, Tanzania, Bhutan, Thailand, Malaysia, Nicaragua, and the forest seed centres in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam received Danish international development assistance. Also Denmark’s multilateral assistance favours nature conservation to a significant extent. 
 
In the developing countries, the material needs of most parts of the poor population are covered via use of biological resources, and where this use is not sustainable, the environment and nature are worn down and biological diversity destroyed. 
 
The main priority of Danish development assistance, including environmental assistance, is to combat poverty and contribute, directly, to minimising the loss of biodiversity. Encouraging sustainable use of natural resources and biodiversity can serve as a significant tool in combating poverty. In the Convention on Biodiversity, this mutual dependence is expressed in the combined consideration for, on the one hand, nature protection, and on the other hand, economic development. 
Therefore the Convention’s objectives of preserving biodiversity, utilising it in a sustainable manner, and securing a fair and appropriate distribution of its resources have great importance within development and environmental assistance. This was emphasised with the decision to reduce substantially the loss of biodiversity before 2010, taken at the World Summit in Johannesburg in 2002. 
 
Danish efforts to secure sustainable use of natural resources in general via development assistance and environmental initiatives include a number of work areas covered by the Convention. These include development of national strategies and policies, the establishment of governance systems, monitoring of biodiversity, and management and operation of natural areas focusing on protection and sustainable use. Efforts should be viewed in context with other initiatives, including implementation of the Ramsar Convention and the Washington Convention (CITES). Similarly, programmes to ensure an integrated management of water resources, which in most cases also means the preservation of ecological quality in e.g. watercourses and aquatic fringe areas, will be implemented.  
 
A report from 2005 to OECD (in Danish) reviews the Danish aid projects in relation to the Rio conventions 2001-2004. The figures for the summary below are derived from the background material to that report (Opgoerelse af dansk bistand i relation til Rio-konventionerne 2001-2004. MK 2005/044/2). 
 
The summary builds upon the OECD marking system for activities that can be defined as development assistance to support of the three Rio Conventions (Convention to Combat Desertification, (CCD), Convention on Climate Change (FCCC) and Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)). It has been decided that data collection on the policy objectives of aid are based on a marking system with three values: 
 
Principal (primary) policy objectives (2): fundamental in the design and impact of the activity and an explicit objective of the activity.  
Significant (secondary) policy objectives (1): although important, not one of the principal reasons for undertaking the activity. 
 
The table shows in very crude figures funding by the Danish International Development Assistance (DANIDA), prioritising the Biodiversity Convention. Non targeted projects are not included.  
Several projects also support the other two Rio Conventions (Desertification, Climate Change). This is not shown here.  
 
2001 
Principal objective: approx. 150 mill DKK  
Significant objective: approx. 557 mill DKK  
 
2002 
Principal objective: approx. 178 mill DKK  
Significant objective: approx. 286 mill DKK 
 
2003 
Principal objective: approx. 86 mill DKK  
Significant objective: approx. 352 mill DKK 
 
2004 
Principal objective: approx. 105 mill DKK  
Significant objective: approx. 452 mill DKK  
 
The total support for environmental projects in developing countries is presently less than 0,1 % of the BNP. Support to biodiversity only covers a small of the total amount, but cannot be specified directly.  
 
The future Danish targets are found in the Danish Strategy for Aid to Developing Countries 2004-2008: 
Danish version : 
http://www.um.dk/NR/rdonlyres/33920E46-5B02-4EB3-8DF6-CA13E1AF625B/0/Miljoestrategiendeligudgave.pdf English version: 
http://www.um.dk/Publikationer/Danida/English/DanishDevelopmentCooperation/EnvironmentalStrategy/environmental_strategy.pdf  
2010 report

Bilateral assistance

Denmark’s bilateral development assistance currently focuses on 15 developing countries (programme countries) based on long term national strategies on poverty reduction. Sub-Saharan Africa remains the major recipient of Danish bilateral aid. In 2001 bilateral assistance totaled DDK 6,409 million, equivalent to 47,1% of total Danish ODA, while the bilateral aid for 2005 amounted to DDK 7,230 milion, or 57,2% of total Danish ODA.

Bilateral assistance is usually concentrated on between two or four sectors in each programme country. Sector programme support makes it possible to focus resources, work and long term initiatives and, in cooperation with the recipient country (including government authorities and civil society), build up knowledge and skills in order to ensure better sustainability of the results.

One key bilateral activity in support of the CBD is the environmental support given to countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America. In Asia, the Danish support programme includes Bhutan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Thailand and Vietnam. In Africa, the following countries receive environmental support: Egypt, Kenya, Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia and the South African Region. In Latin America, There are environmental support programmes in Bolivia and Nicaragua, in addition to a Central American Regional environmental support programme. Furthermore, as environment is mainstreamed in Danish development assistance, it remains an important element in a number of other programmes, including sector programmes on agriculture, water and sanitation etc. The Danish bilateral assistance to programme countries is in response to the recipient countries’ own priorities and is based on individual country strategies that describe the framework for cooperation, including objectives, targets and priorities for each country. In general, these country strategies include priorities that are in line with the CBD.

Multilateral assistance

Denmark’s international development assistance supports projects that encourage the conservation of nature and biodiversity and are consistent with the Convention on Biological Diversity objectives of substantially reducing the loss of biodiversity by 2010. It has identified priority issues to advance biodiversity and nature conservation: sustainable forest management and combating illegal logging; mutually supportive efforts to combat climate change and preserve biodiversity; integration of biodiversity considerations in climate change mitigation and adaptation; establishment of a global network of protected areas om land and at sea; combating and preventing the introduction of invasive alien species; development of an international regime on access and benefit sharing.

In 2005, Danish development assistance totalled DDK 12.6 billion corresponding to 0.81% of GNI. Denmark continues to be among the major contributors of development assistance and has undertaken to grant 0.8% of GNI in development assistance over the coming years.

Table 10: Danish ODA contributions to implementation of the CBD over the period 2001-2005 (DDK mill.).

	Item
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Bilateral Aid
	745
	470
	438
	1.112
	935

	Multilateral Aid
	1.332
	1.418
	1.241
	1.255
	1.260

	Total 
	2.077 
	1.888 
	1.679 
	2.367 
	2.195


Source: Danida’s annual reports 2001-2005

Denmark’s multilateral environmental assistance supports efforts made by a number of international fora to promote sustainable development.

Two international events in particular established the agenda for the multilateral cooperation on environment and sustainable development: the Rio conference in 1992 and the Johannesburg summit in 2002.

Continuous efforts to implement and further develop the results from these meetings are, at the international level, primarily made by the EU, UN fora, international organisations and at meetings at conventions and protocols. Denmark participates actively in the global dialogue in these for a.

Denmark financially supports developing countries’ participation in this process and assists them to implement and comply with the decisions made. The main focus is on central issues covered by international conventions and partnerships such as water, water resources, energy, protection of biodiversity, climate, chemicals and sustainable land management. Important multilateral partners in environmental assistance over the last decades include GEF, UNEP, IUCN and IIED.

Added to these is cooperation with particularly the World Bank, the regional development banks and UNDP concerning integration of environment into the organisations’ overall work as well as support to specific activities in the environmental field.

GEF is one of the most important global tools for financing global environmental protection. GEF is financed through assessed contributions. GEF furthermore manages a number of voluntary funds to which Denmark contributes. In total Denmark has provided more than USD 150 million to the GEF since 1991.

The cooperation with UNEP focuses in particular on the organisations’ efforts to develop and strengthen global environmental agreements, strengthen the national environmental instruments and develop policies and strategies. Denmark is working to make UNEP’s efforts focused and efficient – for example by enhancing the developing countries’ capacities to both contribute to, and make use of, global environmental agreements. UNEP is financed through voluntary contributions. The Danish support involves an annual, general contribution supplemented by earmarked funding.

The support to IUCN and IIED is aimed amongst others at securing their participation in the international dialogue on policies for nature conservation, poverty/environment and trade/environment. Another priority is helping the organisations to focus their work and to integrate it further into the other efforts for environmental development at country level. Table 11 presents the CBD relevant multilateral assistance for 2005 based on total Danish contributions to those multilateral institutions/programmes whose institutional objectives support the CBD.

Table 11: CBD-relevant support to Multilateral Institutions in 2005 (DDK mill.).
	Institution / programme 
	2005

	Global Environmental Facility 
	65,2

	World Bank 
	503,4

	African Development Bank 
	179,0

	Asian Development Bank 
	57,8

	Inter-American Development Bank 
	10,0

	UNDP/specific programmes 
	370,0

	UNEP 
	31,0

	UNEP/centre for Water and Environment 
	4,0

	IUCN 
	20,0

	IIED 
	5,0

	IWGIA International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs 
	14,9


Source: Danidas Annual reports 2001-2005
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