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North-South Co-operation

3.6 In terms of biodiversity, Ireland is one biogeographical unit. Many biodiversity conservation issues would benefit considerably from being addressed by a common or co-operative North-South approach. There has been co-operation and joint initiatives - both between the authorities and between non-governmental organisations and bodies - on various nature conservation projects for many years.

3.7 As indicated already Northern Ireland has published a report - recommendations to Government for a Biodiversity Strategy. While this has been developed in the context of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan, it also considers the all-Ireland context.

3.8 This National Biodiversity Plan contains a number of specific actions that will be developed through a joint or co-ordinated North-South approach. These apart, there is much scope for further co-operation on biodiversity, particularly given the new crossboarder bodies and processes. Increased co-operation would benefit biodiversity in both jurisdictions. It is envisaged there will be regular North-South consultation, with a view to promoting joint actions for biodiversity.

6. Consider the development of financial instruments/incentives to promote the conservation of biodiversity.

52. Biodiversity will be made a specific objective of ODA, and all support to, and co-operation with, developing countries shall take account of biological diversity.

53. Ireland will provide specific funding for biodiversity projects in developing countries and countries with economies in transition and for work which contributes to the identification, assessment and monitoring of the state of biodiversity at the global scale (€6.35 million (£5 million).

67. Introduce guidelines on forestry and biological diversity, and ensure their implementation as a mandatory condition of grant aid and revise other guidelines to enhance their role for biodiversity conservation.

(2008)

Development Cooperation Ireland, Ireland’s programme of assistance to developing countries, provides funding to the United Nations Environment Programme  through a UNEP / Development Cooperation Ireland Multilateral Environmental Trust Fund for Africa.  Over the period 2002-2004 Development Cooperation Ireland contributed over  €1 million a year through the Trust Fund specifically towards biodiversity- related projects. These include:  the Great Apes Survival Project; biodiversity of African Mangroves; strengthening protected areas and ecological networks in Africa; capacity-building for the promotion of community-based biodiversity protection and conservation in fragile mountain and hilly ecosystems focusing on major catchment and river basins in East Africa through best practices in land management.

Development Cooperation Ireland has also provided funding to the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). This aims to contribute to sustainable agriculture for food security in developing countries. Part of the funding goes on the development of policy relating to the maintenance of stocks of plant species.

Development Cooperation Ireland has also focused on biodiversity conservation programmes on a number of its bilateral countries, for example Tanga Coastal Zone Conservation and Development Programme in Tanzania which it has supported since 1994. 

Ireland has contributed to the United Nations Environment Programme for 2002 and 2003 towards the conservation of biological diversity in Africa.

(2010)

3.1.8 Ireland's Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) and Biodiversity

Irish Aid is the arm of the Department of Foreign Affairs that is responsible for ODA. The budget for Ireland's official ODA was €920 million in 2008. 

Irish Aid has published an information booklet: Biodiversity and Poverty Reduction (http://www.irishaid.gov.ie/Uploads/3%20Environment%20and%20Bio-diversity.pdf) to accompany its Environment Policy for Sustainable Development. 

Key strategies for implementing the policy are quoted as (a) mainstreaming, where the environment is recognised as a critical part of sustainable development and is taken into account in all policies, programmes, activities and funding decisions; and (b) partnership, where Irish Aid works with national governments, multilateral organisations, international agencies and civil society organisations to contribute to sustainable development. An example of the inclusion of biodiversity conservation in Irish ODA is provided in the box, below.

Role of Irish Aid in relation to biodiversity conservation in the Bale Mountains, Ethiopia

The Bale Mountains in Ethiopia are one of the most unique and threatened landscapes in the world. The mountains provide water for 12 million people in the adjacent lowlands, a habitat for endangered endemic species and  hydro-electricity for over 7 provincial towns. Deforestation due to agricultural expansion and population pressure threatens to degrade the area and wipe out the livelihoods of millions of people. Irish Aid is part of a consortium working with local government and communities in Oromia region to develop a sustainable approach to managing and using the resources of the Bale massif. Communities are engaging in new livelihood activities such as bee keeping, the production of essential oils and eco-tourism, which use the resources available in the alpine forests without causing further environmental degradation.

(Source: Irish Aid, personal communication)
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