oda
(1998)

9) International co-operation

Biodiversity as a factor of global importance is acknowledged by the Convention, which calls upon the signatory countries to provide for global protection programmes in their national plans.

These programmes must provide for initiatives designed to facilitate fair and equitable sharing of benefits between the countries holding biodiversity resources and the ones using them.

A joint approach is therefore required to ensure that optimal solutions are found for the various cross-border problems.

Since 1988, the Cross-Border Conference between the Italian, French and Swiss Ministries of the Environment has been working for the creation of an International Park for Mont Blanc.

In 1991, Italy signed the Convention for the protection of the Alps, a framework agreement setting the objectives for a correct environmental policy, and aimed at the long-term safeguarding of the Alpine ecosystem as well as the protection of the economic interests of the resident populations.

This framework agreement lays down the principles which should inspire the co-operation between the Alpine area countries (Austria, Switzerland, France, Germany, Italy, Slovenia, Liechtenstein, Principality of Monaco and the European Union) in some priority sectors (population and culture, local planning, safeguarding the quality of the air, protection of the soil, water management, protection of nature and the landscape, mountain agriculture, mountain forestry, tourism and recreation, transport, energy, waste economy and management).

In 1996 Italy signed some multilateral co-operation protocols under the Bonn Convention (ACOBAMS Protocol, for the protection of whales in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea) and under the Barcelona Convention (ASPIM Protocol for the setting up of a system of specially protected marine areas in the Mediterranean).

Italy is currently committed to other international cross-border initiatives including:

- the setting up of the International Marine Reserve in the upper Ligurean-Provencal Sea, for the protection of whales, with the participation of France and the Principality of Monaco;

- the setting up of the International Park of the Bocche di Bonifacio (Italy - France) with the aim of regulating the various activities such as fishing, merchant shipping of petroleum, gas and chemical tankers, the protection of the marine and coastal ecosystems, the monitoring of human activity with potentially negative impact (tourism, various recreational activities) and cross-border co-operation activities in the scientific environmental field.

- The mixed Italian-Croat-Slovenian Commission for the safeguarding of the Adriatic Sea water and of the coastal zones by the marine pollution (l. n.426, 28 December 1984, the Osimo agreement).

Objective 9.1 co-operation with the developing countries through bilateral initiatives to be implemented with the help of other ministries having jurisdiction for the various sectors (Foreign Affairs, Industry etc.)

Objective 9.2 strengthening of Italian participation in multilateral co-operation programmes (UNEP, UNDP, World Bank, GEF)

Objective 9.3 adoption at the national and international level of codes of behaviour and other measures for protection against the negative environmental and socio-economic impact related to the use of biotechnology.

(2009)
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II.B.6 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 6:TO SUBSTANTIALL STRENGTHEN EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNATIONAL GOVERNANCE FOR BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

As part of ENCORE (ENvironmental COnference of the Regions of Europe), Tuscany Regional Council has been coordinating a workgroup (Tuscany, Emilia-Romagna, Liguria, Aragona, Catatonia, Navarra Region – Spain, Vastra Gotaland Region – Sweden, Scotland and Warmia Mazury - Poland) to discuss and share good practices and regional strategies to protect biodiversity since 2007.

Furthermore, Liguria Regional Councils is cooperating with neighbouring French regions as part of the Interreg Alcotra “Natura 2000 Marine Alps” and “Testa d’Alpe”.

The Regions (Friuli – Venezia Giulia, Liguria, Lombardy, Piemonte, Valle d’Aosta, Veneto) and Autonomous Provinces (Trento and Bolzano) influenced by the Alps actively participate in the Convention for protecting the Alps, which is an agreement reached by Italy, Austria, Switzerland, France, Germany, Monaco, Liechtenstein, Slovenia and the EC since 1999. In this specific “alpine” context, Italy participates in the work carried out for the “Ecological Network Platform” established as part of the Convention by the Alps Conference and the main objective of which is to safeguard biodiversity in the Alps. The Ministry of the Environment, Land and Sea also participates in the Community “Alpine Space” Programme (ex Interreg III-B) and E-Connect Project.

Sardinia Regional Council participates in the Maritime P.O. with 2 projects: 1) GIONHA, to protect and valorise cetaceans and turtles; 2) ZOUMGEST, to identify management systems to integrate man-made activities and safeguard nature.

II.B.7 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 7: TO SUBSTANTIALLY STRENGTHEN SUPPORT FOR BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES IN EU EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE

Italy makes cooperation in development an integral part of its foreign policy, which goes together with objectives relating to peace, international security, economic and social development and opposing poverty. The main legislative reference regarding cooperation in development is Law 49 of 1987, which provides the general principles involved and lists the main aims of cooperation activities between Italy and Developing Countries (DC’s); conserving environmental heritage is specifically mentioned. Priorities and guidelines for external assistance are defined periodically, also taking into account the guidelines and commitments agreed on the international level (UNO, EU). The Objectives for the Millennium, especially those linked to opposing poverty and health, have inspired Italy’s actions related to cooperation in development and external assistance over the last few years, including the sustainability of development and environmental protection, which also covers conserving biodiversity and protecting ecosystems.

With regard to supporting biodiversity as part of public aid for development, Italy has continued to directly support both leading international agencies and organizations dedicated to protecting the environment (such as UNEP, FAO, IUCN) through compulsory and voluntary contributions and technical support and financial tools to support Rio Conventions and other multilateral agreements (e.g. GEF, IFAD Global Mechanism to Combat Desertification), which support actions specifically aimed at protecting biodiversity or which however have positive implication in this sense. A large part of public aid for Italian development is also channelled (as the national quota due to the European Development Fund or as the Italian contribution to ordinary activities on the Community budget for aid for development) via the European Commission, whose external assistance is explicitly addressed to protecting biodiversity and ecosystems.

Italy has also continued to directly implement and support actions and projects directly aiming at natural resource and biodiversity conservation via the numerous channels and procedures involved in development initiatives receiving public funding (bilateral, multilateral, multi-bilateral, partnerships of various types, programmes promoted by Non Governmental Organizations, etc.). Initiatives specifically focussing protecting biodiversity and ecosystems providing support in managing individual protected areas or systems of protected areas have been carried out in various countries. Support addressed both improving the ability for management of these areas (improving resources, material resources for management, providing institutional reinforcement to the agencies involved) and encouraging participation-based management approaches or developing compatible economic activities in the areas themselves (such as eco-tourism activities) or in neighbouring areas. In some cases, support was addressed to areas of particular value in terms of biodiversity, such as the Socotra archipelago in Yemen, to transboundary ecosystems, such as in southern Africa, the Amazonian Basin and the Himalayan region, or to programmes for conserving particularly important species. Considerable support with substantial implications in terms of supporting biodiversity was addressed to managing and safeguarding forest ecosystsems, combating desertification and managing water resources and, finally, mitigating climate changes. Various cases of supporting biodiversity in agricultural systems also occurred as part of support activities involving the food and agricultural sectors.

Over the last few years, decentralized cooperation promoted and funded by Regional Councils and local authorities has become more important, in line with the general trends of APS, where a number of initiatives to encourage biodiversity protection have also been carried out.

II.B.8 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 8: TO SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCE THE IMPACT of INTERNATIONAL TRADE ON GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

Conserving and valorising biodiversity via sustainable use of the resources subject to international trade

The worrying impact of illegal trade on the environment was one of the main reasons for which the European Commission launched the FLEGT Action Plan in 2003. This Action Plan contained a number of measures to combat illegal trade both in producing countries and in the European Union as timber importer.

In 2005, the Commission adopted Regulation 2173/2005 involving Voluntary Partnership

Agreements – PVAs between the European Union and individual exporting countries (or unions of exporting countries). A system of export licenses shall be introduced following economic aid to reinforce the administrations responsible for controlling forests in developing countries.

The FLEGT license shall be a standard document linked to each load of timber or individual trade subject - that can be checked but cannot be forged – referring to a load that complies with FLEGT provisions, issued and validated by the Management Authority in the partner country. This license system guarantees the legality and traceability of timber and the related products described in the Appendices to the Regulation.

Until now, Ministry of the Environment has ensured coordination between all the institutional subjects who shall be responsible for applying Reg. 2173/2005 (CFS, Customs, MAE, MATTM, MAP).

Italy has signed the CITES (Convention in International Trade in Endangered Species) and is thereby obliged to comply with the provisions of this Convention in relation to regulating trade of the species described in the relative Appendices.

Italy guarantees regular application of this Convention through certification and control carried out by an organization involving the Ministry of the Environment, the State Forestry Department (responsible for inspections and controls) and a Scientific Authority mainly comprising university professors and researchers, which also carries out activities considered as priorities at the national level.

1. amending the “Operational Manual: Customs control methods and procedures for international trade in endangered wild fauna a flora species pursuant to Regulation (EC) 338/97 and subsequent implementations and amendments”. This Manual provides a detailed and practical description of procedures and checks on CITES goods for Forest Department and Customs operators responsible for CITES inspections.

2. producing a “Manual of technical instructions on timber”. One of the more important topics on which the Authority responsible for Managing CITES in Italy has focussed over the years is conserving tropical forest resources, which are often threatened by illegal cutting for agriculture and international trade. Given the strong incidence of timber imports on the Italian market, Italy has undertaken to guarantee the legality and sustainability of imports to thereby conserve forest biodiversity. A number of activities with the purpose of assisting identification, measuring and controlling timber loads imported to Italy have been implemented to guarantee legality and discover any smuggling channels. This Manual (currently under completion and approval) provides a section focussing on sampling and measuring timber loads to support the procedures and controls already provided in the Operational Manual.

3. translating and publishing a “Canadian Guide to identifying tropical timber”. This guide was produced by the competent Canadian Authority and shall be provided as support material to reinforce the ability of operators to control timber exports.

4. participating in international workgroups on identifying and measuring timber loads as President.

5. participating in a workgroup on the possibility of adopting electronic systems to exchange information and/or CITES permits among States in the Convention with a suitable level of IT and technology. Exchanging information on exporting/importing CITES goods in real time will ensure that the time required to obtain licenses can be considerably reduced and that fake and forged licenses can be discovered.

6. participating in an international workgroup on personal and domestic objects. The CITES Regulations comprise exceptions to the ban on owning and importing/exporting or possession of licenses regarding the species listed in the Appendices with regard to objects made from exemplars included in CITES that are used for personal and not commercial reasons. In view of the peculiar nature of this regulation and the risk that it could be used to allow movement of protected goods that can then join the illegal trade circuit, an international workgroup has been established to regulate this matter.

7. issuing a ministerial decree to authorize caviar trade structures. As sturgeon and spade fish are included in CITES regulations, precise provisions for managing wild populations and aquaculture operations for the purposes of producing caviar have been established at the international and European level. For this purpose, the Italian Authority has issued a decree on “Labelling primary and secondary caviar containers and registering companies that produce or pack caviar”. Inspections at relative structures were carried out, discovering that there are currently two structures producing and three packing caviar that were properly authorized for such operations in Italy.

Over the last few years, constructive cooperation has been established between CITES Authorities and international organizations acknowledged by the CITES Secretariat, such as the TRAFFIC Network, to promote prompt projects or studies and monitoring of the national market.

The Italian Traffic Europe Office created by the WWF in 1986, which is an integral part of the Traffic Network as joint work programme promoted by IUCN and WWF International, independently monitors wildlife trade, processing national and international information avaialbe and writing specific reports placed at the disposal of state authorities, industrial sector and nongovernmental organizations.

Over the last few years, the MATTM has promoted a number of projects related to CITES to support development of conservation and valorisation for species threatened by international trade as support for the Vogogna Action Plan promoted by Range Countries of species.

DNA fingerprinting

The Laboratory of genetics at ISPRA is running a long term project, financed by MATTM, supporting the enforcement of the Washington Convention (CITES) in our country. The Laboratory of genetics develops and applies a number of molecular procedures (DNA typing) used to identify animal specimens and products, and performs progeny testing on biological samples from captivereproduced CITES mammals and birds. Molecular identifications of species and kin groups are stored in the DNA fingerprinting CITES data base that is implemented and updated at ISPRA. The Laboratory of genetics is collaborating to integrate extant European wildlife forensic resources in TRACE “The wildlife forensic network” (http://portal.tracenetwork.org/)

(http://www2.minambiente.it/pdf_www2/dpn/pubblicazioni/qcn/qcn_12bis.pdf).

Cotonou Agreement, EC-DG Development

The Cotonou Agreement mainly aims to reduce and, in the long-term, eliminate poverty and progressively integrate countries in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP) into the global economy, in compliance with objectives for sustainable development.

The Cotonou Agreement inaugurates a new approach to cooperation following the limited success of the main procedure for managing non-reciprocal trade preferences in previous conventions and the need to adapt to international developments, such as globalization and technological evolution, as well as profound social changes in ACP countries. This new approach aims to reinforce the political dimension to guarantee new flexibility and provide more responsibilities to ACP States.

The new partnership is based on five inter-dependent pillars:

· Reinforcing the political dimension of relations between ACP States and the EU;

· Encouraging participation-based approaches, opening up to the civil society, the private sector and other non-governmental organisms;

· Development strategies and focussing on reducing poverty;

· Introducing a new framework for economic and trade cooperation;

· Reforming financial cooperation.
� Italy (1998). Italian National Report on the Implementation Status of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Nature Conservation Service, Ministry of the Environment, 1998, 36 pp.


� Italy (2009). Fourth National Report, Ministry of the Environment, Land and Sea, 31 March 2009, 135 pp.
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