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Official development assistance

1999

H. International Co-operation.

H.1 Incorporate the principles of conservation and biodiversity in international co-operation programmes.

H.2 Foster environmental impact assessment in international co-operation programmes.

H.3 Establish international exchange programmes involving experts in scientific, technical and legal subjects.

H.4 Increase institutional support and human and financial resources for non-governmental organisations in international co-operation plans and programmes.

International co-operation in conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity involving both the various public administrations and all interested social sectors will include the following measures:

· Work with developing countries to identify their environmental priorities via technical assistance.

· Participation in co-operation programmes with developing countries to avoid or minimize adverse effects on biodiversity and promote its sustainable use.

· Evaluation of negative impacts on biodiversity in all development aid projects, including the need for possible corrective and/or compensatory measures.

· Active collaboration with organizations of social agents as regards developing the best practices for implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

· An increase in institutional support and human and financial resources to non-governmental organizations in international co-operation activities. In this regard, legislative measures are needed that would establish clear criteria and permit speedy procedures.

· Establishment of programmes and co-operation and exchange of experts in the fields of science, technology and the law.

· Co-operation with the international scientific community in research programmes aimed at improving knowledge, conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

· Planning and implementation of the Araucaria Programme in a participative way so that Spanish co-operation has a real impact on conservation of biodiversity in situ in Spanish-speaking Latin America, and so that it is seen by local, traditional and native communities as a real contribution to their development as people.

For its part, the national administration will have an active international co-operation policy based on the following guidelines and actions:

· Faithful and proactive participation in the agreements currently in force (Mediterranean, Bonn, Bern, Ramsar, CITES, Law of the Sea, Biological Diversity, etc.).

· Consolidation of the co-operation line initiated with the Spanish Agency for International Co-operation through the Araucaria Programme and the training of civil servants who will be able to apply CITES.

· Centre of reference in the North-South dialogue by using the BIOTRADE and IUCN for the Mediterranean offices, consolidating the joint offer made to the IUCN by the Spanish Administration, the Regional Government of Andalucía and Malaga City Council.

· Fostering co-operation in the Mediterranean (MedCom, cetacean protection, IUCN Office, the centre in Valencia), in Macaronesia (with Portugal, Cape Verde and countries of North Africa) and the Atlantic (marine conservation with the countries of the Atlantic coast).

· Orientation of leadership in the enhancement of the Natura 2000 Network given Spain’s proportionally large contribution to the European network.

2009

Spain (2009)

International cooperation

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation (MAEC) and the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECI) are the main implementing agencies of the policy of international cooperation for development. The basic document governing the state policy of cooperation is the Master Plan for Spanish Cooperation 2009-2012. For its part, the Environment Strategy and Sustainable Development of the Spanish Cooperation is an instrument of coordination of all Spanish Cooperation actors.

The Master Plan defines the Spanish policy of development cooperation, the environment as a basis for development and the axes of the fight against poverty. Thus, priority includes both horizontal (progressive integration of the environmental variable in all AECID interventions before making decisions: principles of prevention and care) as a priority sector (s aim "to contribute to sustainable management of natural capital and development models to improve the welfare and quality of life of the population ").

Along with the coordination and complementarity between national and international actors, the Master Plan advocates a greater policy coherence and improved quality of management of Official Development Assistance (ODA) and its increase. In this sense, the text includes the Government's commitment to reach the horizon and 0.7% of gross national income in 2012 according to the UN target. It is noteworthy that the ODA has been increasing steadily in Spain in 2004-2007, 0.24% of GNI in 2004 to 0.42% in 2007. The annual contribution of bilateral aid projects related to biodiversity conservation represented 1.92% of total bilateral aid to developing countries in 2006.

On the other hand, Spain is making significant financial contributions to international conventions and programs related to biodiversity, including the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species, the Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Waterbirds, the World Heritage Convention of UNESCO and the Environment Fund of UNEP, as well as IUCN, who has become a donor frame, with 5 million euros in 2008. In particular the commitment made in 2009 to finance activities related to the Convention on Biological Diversity amounts to € 6,500 K and 800 K $ (Source: Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity).

The Millennium Declaration and other agreements reached at the UN Summit of the main line of the Master Plan. All interventions are Spanish Cooperation and designed to contribute to the fight against poverty, the promotion and defense of human rights, environmental conservation, gender equity and respect for cultural diversity, in short, to promote sustainable development.Aspects of biodiversity are contained within the sectoral priorities of Spanish cooperation in the context of agriculture and rural development, sustainable development and the fight against hunger and climate change.
- Network of Marine Reserves, Araucaria Programme of Cooperation with Latin America  

One of its aims is to try to connect the "practitioners of cooperation" and local actors to create awindow of opportunity for the exchange of experiences, methodologies, reflections, collective construction of knowledge, project ..., for which it encourages participation in thematic networks.This is where your support lies Araucaria American Network of Marine Reserves. This network,operated by the Marmara, is one of the most notable attempts made ​​since the Spanish public administration for international cooperation aimed at the technical level of environmentalconservation and natural resources. She has built seven Marine Reserves (MRs) of Latin America, thanks to support from the Araucaria Programme of the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation (AECI).

Another intervention in thematic networks has been the participation of Araucaria in the firstmeetings for the establishment of a Latin American Network of National Parks and Protected Areas (RIPANAP), which promotes the Autonomous National Parks, the MARM.
Cooperation Program of the Autonomous National Parks

National Parks Autonomous Body (OAPN) is a public entity under the Ministry of Environment and Rural and Marine Affairs is responsible for developing and coordinating the planning of the Network of National Parks, corresponding to the Autonomous direct management National Parks.

The Master Plan of the Network of National Parks should define the strategic objectives of the Network and the general basic guidelines for planning and conservation of national parks, as well as the programming of actions developed to achieve this, both in terms of cooperation and collaboration with other administrations or agencies, national or international, as in common areas of the network, or the identification of projects of general interest may be subject to state funding. Also should include necessary actions to maintain the image and the internal consistency of the network, its continuous monitoring and annual evaluation of the degree of compliance with the stated objectives.

This leads to OAPN to exercise, beyond the management of the territories of their own competence, active positions to contribute to the improvement of scientific and technical knowledge and to enhance the use of land and resources sustainably. In this sense, the OAPN is assigned a clear role in cooperation with the countries of their cultural and geographical solidarity programs to strengthen their development.

Among the international cooperation actions under the Plan include:
• Develop a program of international cooperation with other protected areas and networks in third countries.
• Define and develop a framework for coordinating relations and cooperation in managing transboundary national parks.
• Promote recognition of the National Parks through the appropriate conventions and figures of international protection.
• Develop exchange programs and twinning with other protected areas.

International cooperation strategy of the Autonomous National Parks focuses primarily on three areas: Latin America through the implementation of the Araucaria XXI, the Mediterranean basin through the application of the Azahar Programme and South-East Asia and other African countries through specific agreements. Enforcement tools and conventions of these programs is the implementation of agreements with international agencies (Voluntary) and UNESCO, CAN, CCAD, IUCN, SEGIB, UNDP or UNEP and direct execution on the ground (Grants in kind).

Araucaria XXI is a shared vision between Latin America and Spain on development cooperation in environmental matters. A program that encourages participation of all Spanish Cooperation actors (ministries, regional governments, NGOs, municipalities, foundations, universities and companies). The goal of this program is to ensure environmental sustainability in Latin America through the conservation and sustainable use of natural capital in the region to improve the quality of life for present and secure the future, within the framework of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

The Azahar Program is an effort to coordinate all public and private Spanish development cooperation on sustainable development, environmental protection and conservation of natural resources in the Mediterranean. Specifically, Azahar is directed toward three major subregions of the Mediterranean, North Africa, Middle East and Southeast Europe (Albania, Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Mauritania, Montenegro, Serbia, Syria, Palestinian Territories and Tunisia) . The aim of the Azahar Programme is to generate a real impact on human development in the countries of the Mediterranean Basin, compatible with the conservation of natural resources and environmental protection that contributes to fulfilling the commitments made in international forums environmental matters by the beneficiary countries.

The actions in African countries that do not enter the territorial projection Azahar Program through specific agreements are made under the guidelines and objectives of the Africa Plan 2006-2008, in which, among other lines of action for the region, there is a specific antidesertification and environmental protection. Among his priorities is the protection and improvement of the quality of the environment and the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. These principles imply recognition of the provisions and commitments made at the UN Summit on Environment held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, assumed by Spain and repeated in New York in the framework of the Special Session of the General Assembly United Nations in 1997.

At present the OAPN is driving efforts and increasing cooperation in Africa in countries like Democratic Republic of Congo, Senegal, Guinea Bissau and others, through actions with international organizations like UNESCO and IUCN or direct action.

The OAPN has several current projects in Indonesia that began with the 2004 tsunami. These actions are implemented through voluntary contributions to IUCN, UNEP and UNESCO and aim to contribute to the recovery of natural habitats, the biodiversity of the area, the reconstruction of mangroves and other coastal ecosystems affected by the tsunami that had in December 2004.These actions are intended to alleviate the damage caused by the disaster and recover economic benefits to coastal communities and contribute, overall, the development of local populations affected.
· International Cooperation Projects Endangered Species Northwest Africa (Source: MARM 2009)
In the context of fulfilling the obligations arising from commitments MARM of environmental treaties ratified by Spain (Biological Diversity, Wetlands, Bonn, Bern and CITES), the Directorate General of the Environment and Forestry Policy (DGMNPF) and concrete from the General Department of Biodiversity, have executed several projects with endangered species in the recommendations and action plans of the above international conventions, in collaboration with AECI. The projects are directed to cooperate with media and technical assistance to African countries to effectively implement their commitments to maintain in good state of conservation of endangered species. Prominent among these projects for the Mediterranean monk seal, gazelles and antelopes Africans in Mauritania and Morocco actions or African manatee and hippopotamus in Guinea-Bissau.

- IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation, IUCN

In 2007 Spain made a contribution of € 1,000,000 to IUCN. In this contribution, € 400,000 was allocated to finance the costs of participation of government institutions and civil society members of IUCN Conservation Congress (Barcelona, ​​October 2008). The rest of the contribution was for the membership fee, thanks to which Spain has joined the group of major donors.

In March 2008 the Council of Ministers on a proposal from the Secretariat of State for International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, made a voluntary contribution approved under the Development Assistance Fund on Cooperation 5,000,000 € to IUCN for activities related to the objective of sustainable development. The most important contribution (€ 4M) has been allocated to projects in the Mediterranean region, Africa and Latin America, although a portion was allocated to finance the general budget and membership fees 2009 (796 000 €) and other activities, including activities of the Congress of Nature.

In addition, the Junta de Andalucía and the Ministry of Environment and Rural and Marine fund since its inception in 2001, the cost of venue and part of the activities of the Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation, IUCN (www.uicnmed.org) Malaga, under the legal framework of a Memorandum of Understanding.

The objective of this center is to influence, encourage and assist Mediterranean societies in achieving both the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources and sustainable development. Its members include most of the states bordering the Mediterranean Sea, and other government agencies and NGOs at national and international levels.

- Other initiatives

Accession of Spain, promoted by the Ministry of Environment, the Kinshasa Declaration, and their participation in the Project for the Great Apes Survival Project (GRASP, "Great Ape Survival Project"), sponsored by UNESCO and UNEP, for the conservation of great apes in all its aspects.
� Spain (1999). Spanish Strategy for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, Ministry of Environment, marzo de 1999, 160 pp.


� Spain (2009). Cuarto Informe Nacional Sobre la Diversidad Biológica, Gobierno de España, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, y Medio Rural y Marino, 31 Marzo de 2009, 105 pp.





